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Good afternoon. It is 1 o’clock and I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news.
The Headlines:
· Chinese initiated peace dialogue Kicks off in Khartoum today
· Ugandan Humanitarian agency donates relief items worth 1.5million US dollars
· Warrap Ministry of Social Welfare calls for action against parents who fail to take care of their children 
A Chinese led consultative dialogue on South Sudan has opened in Khartoum.  

The two day meeting is being attended by a government team led by Foreign Affairs Minister Barnaba Marial Benjamin as well as representatives from the SPLM in the opposition, and members of the G-10 group of former political detainees. 

The Chinese government initiated the talks to supplement on peace efforts from IGAD and the Arusha intra-party talks spearheaded by Tanzania’s Chama Cha Mapinduzi party.

Foreign Affairs Spokesperson, Mawien Makol Arik says the meeting is going smoothly.   

Mawien Makol Arik: “Yes, they went to Khartoum on Saturday night and they are in Khartoum now. They have started this morning and the meeting is described to be going smoothly. We will know the outcome at the end of the day. Our delegation is there meeting the rebels under the provision of the Chinese and some of IGAD members. The agenda is to bring the two parties to close positions after they have been stall as result of the Fangak conference’s results. The Chinese thought that they have something to add here, to bring the two parties together aging so that the peace is achieved”.     

The Chinese government is the biggest dealer in oil production in South Sudan and also provides loans to the government.

Meanwhile an IGAD Heads of State summit is scheduled for next Saturday, 18 January 2015. 
President Salva Kiir and Heads of State from IGAD member states are expected to attend the consultative conference, focusing on the South Sudan crisis. 

It is not clear whether opposition leader Riek Machar will attend. 

Ethiopia’s Foreign Affairs Minister Dr. Tedros Adhanom has expressed hope that the current deadlock between the warring sides will be broken. 

Adhanom told journalists in a recent press conference that before the Christmas break last year, both sides were asked to consult with their constituencies and report back on a few sticky issues that are left to be resolved.  
A Ugandan humanitarian organization has made a donation of food and non-food items to the people of South Sudan affected by the conflict.  

The package from the group AFRI-AID includes one million kilogrammes of maize flour, 250 metric tons of beans, 100 metric tons of powdered milk, 50 metric tons of cooking oil and 50 metric tons of sanitary pads.  

The items worth 1.5 million US dollars were handed over to President Salva Kiir over the weekend. 

AFRI-AID chairperson Pastor Robert Kayanja remarked that the initiative was meant to demonstrate the ability of African’s to respond to the continent’s humanitarian needs. 

This is the second batch of assistance being handed over by the Ugandan organization to people affected by the conflict.
The Council of Ministers has approved the release of one million pounds for a national cultural festival.  

The event to be held in March will showcase traditional arts and culture of different ethnic groups.  

Government spokesperson Michael Makuei says the festival will become an annual fixture on the calendar of the Ministry of Culture Youth and Sports.  He says the event is intended to preserve South Sudan’s culture.  

Michael Makuei: “Her Excellency, the Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports had presented a budget for a festival of drama and traditional arts. This is something to do with our culture and heritage. As we all know very well, we are almost losing our culture and heritage, so the ministry has taken it up and this is a function that will be done every year. The cabinet has approved sum of one million South Sudanese pounds for this function and this function will be started in this year and it will start this March.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The commissioner of Panyikang County in Upper Nile State says communities in the county are in urgent need of humanitarian assistance. 

Gabriel Jago Nyawello says the local population in all six payams has not received any relief items.  

Hundreds of civilians were displaced for their homes in Panyikang County last year during fighting between government and opposition forces. 

Nyawello is urging humanitarian organisations to respond. 

Gabriel Jago Nyawello: “The number one issue in my area is the food. Food is the most and very important item for our daily life. I have got six payams with its bomas and up to now no single payam or boma that receive any food assistance at all. That’s why I’m here with UN to respond to my appeal quickly because I’m very concern about the life of my people.”  

The Warrap State government is calling for collective efforts in addressing the problem of street children.  
The state government has developed a five year plan aimed at dealing with the issue, but lacks funding to have it implemented.  
The plan speaks of reformatory centers, opening of schools and putting policies in place to get children off the streets.  
State Minister for Social Welfare, Victoria Tito is urging parents and the general public to play their role in protecting children. 

Victoria Tito: “The issues of these children have made all of us into negative image even within the community – we are challenged – we look at ourselves that we diplomatic but we must care for our children. This issue is going to be a threat; if we need peace we must address the issues of these children. We must take care of these children. These are the pillars reaching to the roadmap for the issue of peace. If we need peace we must love our children - take care of them and take them to school – that is all.”   

The Minister is advocating for tough measures to be put in place to punish parents who fail to take care of their children. 
Victoria Tito: “We don’t have another alternative. The only issue is that the parent should take care of the children and these children should be reunified with their parent. We know very well that it is a very big concern whereby it is a collective responsibility of the government with the people concern. If we did that, we should have a legal framework to address the (parent) issue of these children who do not care for their children so that they should be accountable”.

Warrap State capital Kuajok faces a growing problem of street children. In addition to street life being a violation of the children’s rights, authorities fear they could pose a security threat to communities. 

In regional news, some 7,300 refugees have arrived in western Chad in the past days, fleeing attacks by insurgents in north-east Nigeria, according to UN refugee agency, UNHCR. 
The mass displacement is reportedly the result of attacks on Baga town and neighbouring areas in Borno State by the Islamist militant group Boko Haram. 
A special UN envoy to the West African region recently warned that the insurgency has spilled across the borders into Cameroon, Niger and Chad. UNHCR Spokesperson Adrian Edwards has more.

Adrian Edwards: "The attack on Baga left hundreds of people dead according to media reports and forced most of its inhabitants to flee. In Chad, refugees were staying with local communities in villages around 450 kilometres north-west of the capital, N'Djamena. The Chadian government had requested help from aid agencies for the refugees and distribution of relief items has already started. "

With the recent influxes, Chad is now hosting over 10,000 refugees.

And in sports, the fate of South Sudanese athlete Marial Ngor will be decided this week.  
Officials from the National Ministry of sports will sit down with the South Sudan Athletics Federation on Thursday to determine whether or not Ngor, is eligible to represent the country in the 2016 Brazil Olympics. 
Ngor was offered a scholarship by the International Olympic Committee to assist with his preparations for the 2016 games, but the national athletics federation says he should not represent the country, until he recognizes the powers of the national body.   
Abdallah Bol Chol is the technical Director of the South Sudan Athletics Federation. 

Abdallah Bol Chol: “We do not have any disputes with Ngor – only one difference: He does not recognize the association and he is saying the association has no authority over him. He does not recognize the association and this is the dispute by itself. The association represents the country. If he does not recognize the association, he does not recognize the country. We approved the scholarship to him to the International Athletic Association. He did not get it under his decision. If he does not come to apologize and recognize the association, we will not approve the scholarship and we will not allow him to represent South Sudan.”
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Chinese initiated peace dialogue Kicks off in Khartoum today

· Ugandan Humanitarian agency donates relief items worth 1.5million US dollars

· Warrap Ministry of Social Welfare calls for action against parents who fail to take care of their children 

End of Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo. 
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