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Good evening. Its 5 o’clock and I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news.
The Headlines:
· Women and children killed in Maban fighting
· Inter-clan clashes cripple development in Lakes State
· Chinese initiated peace dialogue underway in Khartoum
Twelve civilians, including women and children, were reportedly killed in latest clashes between government and opposition forces in Maban County, Upper Nile State.  

Army spokesperson Col. Phillip Aguer confirms the weekend fighting in the Al-jamam area and says 18 SPLA soldiers were killed and more than 20 others wounded. 

Aguer says the attackers were eventually repulsed.  He accuses opposition forces of launching the attack on army bases. 

Col. Philip Aguer: “2000 rebels loyal to Riek Machar’s forces attacked SPLA’s base in Al-jamam area in north Upper Nile state on 9 January up to the morning of 10 January. The SPLA repulsed the attack and lost 18 soldier and 26 wounded. Nine civilians were killed, including three women and six children were killed by Riek Machar’s forces. From the rebels, we found 36 bodies”.        

Radio Miraya is still trying to reach the opposition for comment, although, Brigadier Lul Ruai, military spokesperson of the opposition forces is quoted by sections of the media as saying their forces made a tactical withdrawal from Jamam.  He also admitted to injuries sustained in their ranks.

Lakes State Deputy Governor Santo Domic Chol says the cycle of revenge killings in the State is severely affecting development. 

Latest reports indicate that at least five people were killed in inter-clan fighting in the Luak-Chok and Malakia areas over the weekend.  

The victims, including two students, were murdered in separate revenge attacks between rival communities.  

Deputy Governor, Santo Domic Chol says populations are scared of cultivating and operating their businesses in fear of such attacks.  

Santo Domic Chol: “As a result of insecurity among the inter-clans that are really fighting themselves, there are no chances you see for the indigenous to dig for themselves. There are no chances for indigenous to look after their livelihood and of course these have now incorporated the element of economy.  A group of people will have avenge themselves up and try to lay an ambushes against the moving civilians not for the purpose of killing but for the purpose of looting. This is what is happening.”

A Chinese led consultative dialogue on South Sudan is underway in Khartoum.  

The two day meeting is being attended by a government team led by Foreign Affairs Minister Barnaba Marial Benjamin as well as representatives from the SPLM in the opposition, and members of the G-10 group of former political detainees. 

The Chinese government initiated the talks to supplement on peace efforts from IGAD and the Arusha intra-party talks spearheaded by Tanzania’s Chama Cha Mapinduzi party.

Foreign Affairs Spokesperson, Mawien Makol Arik says the meeting is going smoothly.   

Mawien Makol Arik: “Yes, they went to Khartoum on Saturday night and they are in Khartoum now. They have started this morning and the meeting is described to be going smoothly. We will know the outcome at the end of the day. Our delegation is there meeting the rebels under the provision of the Chinese and some of IGAD members. The agenda is to bring the two parties to close positions after they have been stall as result of the Fangak conference’s results. The Chinese thought that they have something to add here, to bring the two parties together aging so that the peace is achieved”.     

The Chinese government is the biggest dealer in oil production in South Sudan and also provides loans to the government.

Meanwhile an IGAD Heads of State summit is scheduled for next Saturday, 18 January 2015. 

President Salva Kiir and Heads of State from IGAD member states are expected to attend the consultative conference, focusing on the South Sudan crisis. 

It is not clear whether opposition leader Riek Machar will attend. 

Ethiopia’s Foreign Affairs Minister Dr. Tedros Adhanom has expressed hope that the current deadlock between the warring sides will be broken. 

Adhanom told journalists in a recent press conference that before the Christmas break last year, both sides were asked to consult with their constituencies and report back on a few sticky issues that are left to be resolved.  

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Police is holding a man suspected to have been part of a gang that carried out a robbery in the Munuki residential area of Juba over the weekend.  

A group of five armed men robbed more than 5,000 pounds from a resident as he returned home from work.  

Central Equatoria State Police Commissioner Major General Henry Danima says the suspect is being held for questioning as Police carry on with investigations.

The commissioner of Panyikang County in Upper Nile State says communities in the county are in urgent need of humanitarian assistance. 

Gabriel Jago Nyawello says the local population in all six payams has not received any relief items.  

Hundreds of civilians were displaced for their homes in Panyikang County last year during fighting between government and opposition forces. 

Nyawello is urging humanitarian organisations to respond. 

Gabriel Jago Nyawello: “The number one issue in my area is the food. Food is the most and very important item for our daily life. I have got six payams with its bomas and up to now no single payam or boma that receive any food assistance at all. That’s why I’m here with UN to respond to my appeal quickly because I’m very concern about the life of my people.”  

Marking of last year’s primary leaving examinations has been launched in Central Equatoria State. 

More than 10,000 pupils sat the exams in the State in December last year. 

Angelo Paul Kenyi, the Deputy Director for Examinations in the State Ministry of Education, Science and Technology, says the results will be announced in three weeks.

Angelo Paul Kenyi: “This marking brought 150 teachers from the six counties of Central Equatoria in different subjects. We have five subjects: English Language, Religious Education, then Mathematics and then Social Studies. This marking is going to take maximum one week after that the control will remain to finalize the work. This will also take one week. From today I think after three weeks the results will be out.”

The issuance of new business licenses has been launched in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal State.

Business people are required to purchase the licenses from the State Chamber of Commerce to enable them operate their businesses.  
Secretary General of the Chamber of Commerce Natale Paul Mere says the new licenses harmonize payments to prevent double taxation.  

Mere urges businessmen to visit the chamber to acquire the new licenses.  

Natale Paul: “The launching will be today, for issuance of business licenses to the traders. All this money will be paid to the Ministry of Finance. Government policy this time for business licenses is very clear: There will be no payment twice or three times like last year when some traders paid for the licenses two or three times. When the business licenses are given to you by the Ministry of Finance, you will make a copy and post it in your shop. For health and education grants, the Municipality will not go to the traders, but in coordination with department of Commerce it will be deposited into the accounts of the Municipality.”
In regional news, nearly 70 people have died after drinking homemade brew in Mozambique.

Health officials suspect the beer, usually made from millet, may have been contaminated with crocodile bile, which is known to have toxic effects. 

Media reports say a two year old was among those killed after apparently drinking the beer at a funeral on Saturday. 

The government declared three days of national mourning. 

The beer, known as "phombe", is traditionally served at functions in Mozambique's Tete province. 
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Women and children killed in Maban fighting
· Inter-clan clashes cripple development in Lakes State
· Chinese initiated peace dialogue underway in Khartoum
End of Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo. 
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