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Good afternoon. It is 1 o’clock and I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news.
The Headlines:
· President Salva Kiir relieves finance minister
· China’s foreign minister expected in the country
· Infrastructure development named a top priority for Yei in 2015
Finance Minister Aggrey Tiisa Sabuni has been removed from office. 

In a decree issued by President Salva Kiir on Monday, one-time finance minister, David Deng Athorbei has been re-appointed to replace Tisa as the new minister of Finance, Commerce and Economic planning.

Speaking to Radio Miraya this morning, the president’s press secretary Ateny Wek Ateny said Tisa Sabuni has been re-assigned as economic advisor in the President’s office.

Ateny Wek: “Appointments are the prerogative of the president, which is enshrined in the constitution. When the president decides to appoint anybody there is no reason given for the appointment of that person. Llikewise, if a person is removed he can also be removed without giving any reason .The only problem when people are removed they say that the reason has not been given but when they are appointed they don’t ask for the reason why they are appointed. So this is the prerogative of the president and the process is normal.”

China’s foreign minister is expected in the country.  

Wang Yi is currently in Khartoum, attending a Chinese led dialogue on the South Sudan political crisis.  

Spokesperson of the Foreign Affairs Ministry Mawien Makol Arik says the foreign minister will travel to Juba to discuss bilateral issues between the two governments and progress of the peace process.

Mawien China: “Yes he will come soon. The time table is not yet set, but he will come and meet the government leaders to talk about their intentions. We have bilateral issues apart from what they are doing now and he will talk about issues to do with South Sudan and China.”

Meanwhile Government and opposition representatives attending the Chinese consultations have agreed to accelerate negotiations on forming a transitional government. 

In a meeting held on Monday, both sides recommitted themselves to implementing cessation of hostilities agreements signed last year.  

Speaking to journalists after the meeting, Sudan’s Foreign Minister Ali Karti said the conflicting parties also agreed to take concrete steps to relieve the humanitarian situation in the conflict zones and provide necessary facilitation for the access of international humanitarian assistance. 

The government team is led by Foreign Affairs Minister Barnaba Marial Benjamin. 

The army has reported nearly 20 losses in recent fighting in Maban County, Upper Nile State.  
Clashes occurred between government and opposition forces in the Al-jamam area in Maban over the weekend.  

Army spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer says 18 soldiers were killed and more than 20 others wounded before the attackers were repulsed.

The army spokesperson accuses opposition forces of carrying out the attack – an accusation the opposition denies.  

Aguer says 12 civilians, including woman and children, were also killed. 

Col. Philip Aguer: “2000 rebels loyal to Riek Machar’s forces attacked SPLA’s base in Al-jamam area in north Upper Nile state on 9 January up to the morning of 10 January. The SPLA repulsed the attack and lost 18 soldier and 26 wounded. Nine civilians were killed, including three women and six children were killed by Riek Machar’s forces. From the rebels, we found 36 bodies”.        

Brigadier Lul Ruai, military spokesperson of the opposition forces is quoted by sections of the media as saying their forces made a tactical withdrawal from Jamam. He also admitted to injuries sustained in their ranks.

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Infrastructure development has been named a top priority for authorities in Yei town, Central Equatoria State.  

Yei Town Mayor Santo Paul Lasuba says this year, his office plans to demarcate plots and open up more roads in residential areas, and carry out maintenance work on the already existing ones.  

Lasuba says 90% of the road rehabilitation work which started last year has been completed. 

Santo Paul Lasuba: “We have already started with grading of the inner roads. Let me say almost 90% of the grading we have done already and there are only a few roads remaining which are still in the plan. We shall complete it maybe by the end of January. This is mainly in this year we want plan for that, and then number two we are going to plan for demarcations because we have these places which are not demarcated like Hai Simba, Hai Sombe and some areas so we need to open roads for them for accessibility and also to enable the security to move freely.”

Lakes State Deputy Governor Santo Domic Chol says the cycle of revenge killings in the State is severely affecting development. 

Latest reports indicate that at least five people were killed in inter-clan fighting in the Luak-Chok and Malakia areas over the weekend.  

The victims, including two students, were murdered in separate revenge attacks between rival communities.  

Deputy Governor, Santo Domic Chol says populations are scared of cultivating and operating their businesses in fear of such attacks.  

Santo Domic Chol: “As a result of insecurity among the inter-clans that are really fighting themselves, there are no chances you see for the indigenous to dig for themselves. There are no chances for indigenous to look after their livelihood and of course these have now incorporated the element of economy.  A group of people will have avenge themselves up and try to lay an ambushes against the moving civilians not for the purpose of killing but for the purpose of looting. This is what is happening.”

The issuance of new business licenses has been launched in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal State.

Business people are required to purchase the licenses from the State Chamber of Commerce to enable them operate their businesses.  

Secretary General of the Chamber of Commerce Natale Paul Mere says the new licenses harmonize payments to prevent double taxation.  

Mere urges businessmen to visit the chamber to acquire the new licenses.  

Natale Paul: “The launching will be today, for issuance of business licenses to the traders. All this money will be paid to the Ministry of Finance. Government policy this time for business licenses is very clear: There will be no payment twice or three times like last year when some traders paid for the licenses two or three times. When the business licenses are given to you by the Ministry of Finance, you will make a copy and post it in your shop. For health and education grants, the Municipality will not go to the traders, but in coordination with department of Commerce it will be deposited into the accounts of the Municipality.”
And, United Nations Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon has condemned recent attacks by the Boko Haram militant group in Nigeria.  

Mr. Ban made the condemnation after more than 20 people were killed by three female suicide bombers, including a ten-year old girl. 

The Secretary-General said using the young girl to detonate a bomb at a market in Maiduguri in Borno state was a "depraved act." 

Mr. Ban also said he is appalled by reports of the killing of civilians around the town of Baga near Nigeria's border with Chad last week. 

According to media reports, as many as 2,000 bodies still litter bushes after that attack.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· President Salva Kiir relieves finance minister

· China’s foreign minister expected in the country

· Infrastructure development named a top priority for Yei in 2015

This is the end of Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo. 
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