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Good evening. It is 5 o’clock and I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news.
The Headlines:
· South Sudanese refugees in Khartoum suffer low temperatures
· China’s foreign minister expected in the country 

· President Salva Kiir relieves finance Minister
Hundreds of South Sudanese refugees in Khartoum are braving the cold, after temperatures fell below normal levels.  

At least 100,000 refugees living in open camps are in need of shelter and warm clothing.  

The Humanitarian Affairs Attaché in the South Sudan Embassy in Khartoum, Kapi Jermaya Abraham, says the change in temperature has been noted over the past few weeks.  

Abraham says many of the suffering people are children.  

Kapi Jermaya Abraham: "There is a cold *** very heavy hit Khartoum and all the 38 camp sites which accommodate 103,000 individuals affected by cold… They do not have any clothes or blankets and plastic sheets. There is a very clear effect on those suffering especially children, and thank God so far no deaths or injuries (have been) recorded, but there is a severe fatigue because they do not own buildings and their conditions are not good.”
China’s foreign minister is expected in the country.  

Wang Yi is currently in Khartoum, attending a Chinese led dialogue on the South Sudan political crisis.  

Spokesperson of the Foreign Affairs Ministry Mawien Makol Arik says the foreign minister will travel to Juba to discuss bilateral issues between the two governments and progress of the peace process.

Mawien China: “Yes he will come soon. The time table is not yet set, but he will come and meet the government leaders to talk about their intentions. We have bilateral issues apart from what they are doing now and he will talk about issues to do with South Sudan and China.”

Meanwhile Government and opposition representatives attending the Chinese consultations have agreed to accelerate negotiations on forming a transitional government. 

In a meeting held on Monday, both sides recommitted themselves to implementing cessation of hostilities agreements signed last year.  

Speaking to journalists after the meeting, Sudan’s Foreign Minister Ali Karti said the conflicting parties also agreed to take concrete steps to relieve the humanitarian situation in the conflict zones and provide necessary facilitation for the access of international humanitarian assistance. 

The government team is led by Foreign Affairs Minister Barnaba Marial Benjamin. 

Finance Minister Aggrey Tiisa Sabuni has been removed from office. 

In a decree issued by President Salva Kiir on Monday, one-time finance minister, David Deng Athorbei has been re-appointed to replace Tisa as the new minister of Finance, Commerce and Economic planning.

Speaking to Radio Miraya this morning, the president’s press secretary Ateny Wek Ateny said Tisa Sabuni has been re-assigned as economic advisor in the President’s office.

Ateny Wek: “Appointments are the prerogative of the president, which is enshrined in the constitution. When the president decides to appoint anybody there is no reason given for the appointment of that person. Likewise, if a person is removed he can also be removed without giving any reason .The only problem when people are removed they say that the reason has not been given but when they are appointed they don’t ask for the reason why they are appointed. So this is the prerogative of the president and the process is normal.”

A global fall in oil prices is largely affecting the South Sudan economy.  

Prices of crude oil have gone down 50 per cent to the lowest levels in over 5 years. 

The fall in prices to below 50 US dollars a barrel is a result of weak demand in many countries, coupled with increased production in the United States. 

UN Humanitarian Coordinator Toby Lanzer says the fall has affected key government ministries.

Toby Lanzer: “Global oil prices are down by 50 per cent… I mean income for the government has collapsed. The ability of the government’s key ministers for my line of work – at least education, health care and infrastructure – they are not really up and running in the way that we at all hope that they would be. So there is awful lot need to be done.”   

Oil production, which is the country’s main source of revenue, brought in over 3 billion US dollars in 2014. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The newly named cabinet of Lakes State has been sworn into office.  

The 11 ministers named in a recent cabinet reshuffle took their oaths at the State Administrative Office, in the presence of Deputy Governor Santo Domic Chol.  

The Ministers were sworn in without the endorsement of the State Legislative Assembly. 

The Deputy Governor says the names were not taken to the State Parliament for vetting because of logistical challenges in convening the MPs during recess.  

Santo Domic Chol” “Most of the MPs are on recess and it is really very difficult for us to bring them and of course, the governor tried to bring from all the corners where they are but of course, Lakes State as system is faced with some financial crises (so) we were not really able to hire the number of flights to bring all these honourable members to Lakes State. This why we decided as system that of course, we don’t need that kind of administrative vacuum in Lakes State or leadership vacuum in Lakes State. This why the Governor decided  to swear in the members of the new cabinet and of course he has written to the speaker of the Assembly telling him that we are compelled by the situation to do so.”
The Speaker of the State Assembly Baipath Majuec Rielpou says the swearing in is in violation of the constitution.

Baipath Rielpou: “I did not give go ahead for swearing in because the vital requirement to vet and approve their appointment has been compromised. This shows clearly the intention of the Governor to bypass the Assembly because constitutional requirements needed after an appointment…  The Assembly has been compromised, because we have to vet those members of the cabinet that have been appointed. We have to vet them to see whether the qualified to run the offices.”
Infrastructure development has been named a top priority for authorities in Yei town, Central Equatoria State.  

Yei Town Mayor Santo Paul Lasuba says this year, his office plans to demarcate plots and open up more roads in residential areas, and carry out maintenance work on the already existing ones.  

Lasuba says 90% of the road rehabilitation work which started last year has been completed. 

Santo Paul Lasuba: “We have already started with grading of the inner roads. Let me say almost 90% of the grading we have done already and there are only a few roads remaining which are still in the plan. We shall complete it maybe by the end of January. This is mainly in this year we want plan for that, and then number two we are going to plan for demarcations because we have these places which are not demarcated like Hai Simba, Hai Sombe and some areas so we need to open roads for them for accessibility and also to enable the security to move freely.”

In regional news, the Uganda government says Lord's Resistance Army rebel commander Dominic Ongwen will be sent to the International Criminal Court for trial.

Uganda army spokesperson, Lt Col Paddy Ankuda says the transfer would be made by the Central African Republic, where Ongwen surrendered. 

Dominic Ongwen, considered by some to be a deputy to LRA chief Joseph Kony, was taken into US custody last week.

Rebels in the Central African Republic say he was captured although US officials claim he defected.

Both Ongwen and warlord Joseph Kony are wanted by the ICC for crimes against humanity.

And, Egypt's high court has overturned the only remaining conviction against former President Hosni Mubarak.  

The 86-year-old former President was sentenced to three years in prison in May last year for diverting public funds earmarked to renovate presidential palaces and using the money to upgrade family properties. 

The court has ordered a retrial of the case saying legal procedures were not followed properly, opening the way for his possible release.  

It was the last remaining case keeping Mubarak behind bars.  
Charges of conspiring in the killing of hundreds of protesters during the uprising that ended his rule in 2011 were dropped in November.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· South Sudanese refugees in Khartoum suffer low temperatures

· China’s foreign minister expected in the country 

· President Salva Kiir relieves finance Minister

End of Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo. 
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