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Good evening. It is 5 o’clock and I am David Lukan with Radio Miraya news.
The Headlines:
· Angry youth clash with SPLA over land in Rajaf payam, Juba County

· Electricity Ministry urges for better coordination with Juba City Council
· UN calls for release of African Union report on human rights violations committed during the conflict

One person was shot and injured following clashes between a group of angry youth and soldiers in Rajaf Payam, Juba County. 

The incident on Tuesday evening was triggered by a report which accused a group of soldiers of illegally selling off community land in the area, provoking the residents to intervene. 

Central Equatoria state Police Commissioner Maj. General Henry Danima tells Radio Miraya that an SPLA Captain is among those arrested.  

Danima says the situation has been contained and the injured youth is receiving treatment. 

Henry Danima: “The youth from that area are protecting community land. They say this is their land and these soldiers have no right to distribute this land to other people. So they went there with traditional weapons – bows, arrows and machetes – to face this committee. Of course they say that committee has some of the members who are soldiers. They confronted them and there was a fight. They fired guns and they shot at the youth, wounding one of the youth. But the police rushed there with the military intelligent the captain was disarmed and arrested and the case has been opened against him for attempted murder and trespass on land.”

The Minister of Electricity and Dams is calling for better coordination with Juba City Council as it carries out its development projects.  

Jemma Nunu Kumba says better collaboration between the two offices would prevent damage from being done to infrastructure.  

Nunu Kumba cites an example where the council damaged water pipelines as it carried out repairs on the town’s roads. 

Jemma Nunu Kumba: “It is very fortunate that the city council is doing its road rehabilitation activities without involving the people in the South Sudan Urban Cooperation. Although we have made this request that when the city council is working on this roads in the residential areas, they should be able to coordinate with our people so that we can know which areas have been affected by this grading of the roads, they have gone ahead doing it on their own and we just see that some pipes have been cut and water just u know pouring on the ground. Essential resources are just being wasted. The work needs to be coordinated with water cooperation so that if there something like that the connection is done immediately.”

The United Nations is urging the African Union to release its report on human rights violations during its next summit.  

The UN Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights, Ivan Simonovic says he will be attending the AU meeting with Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and is expecting the findings to be taken up during the discussions.

The African Union established a commission of inquiry to investigate human rights violations and other abuses in May last year.

The five-member commission, chaired by former Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo is yet to release its findings.  
Campaigners involved in a peace initiative in Lakes State are confident the campaign will yield fruit.  

The Archbishop of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan and Sudan, Daniel Deng Bul, is leading a delegation of religious leaders, youth and women spreading messages of peace to communities plagued by inter-communal clashes.  

More in this report with Miraya’s Sworo Charles Elisha. 

Sworo Charles Elisha: “Archbishop Daniel Deng Bul says people are responding positively to the initiative. The Archbishop says although reports of revenge attacks and killings continue to emerge from Lakes State, the campaign is making an impact on sections of the community.  He explains that the peace initiative involves reaching out to youth in cattle camps and residential areas.”

  

Archbishop Daniel Deng Bul: “I just came back from the west of the town. Now I am going to the east of the town looking for where the cattle are. The cattle are in Toch and this is where the young people are. I finished the rally now within the town of Panawach and now I am moving to the cattle camp because I want to all the young people who are here so that they can live in peace and bring God into their hearts. That is what I am doing. So it is peace mobilization to make sure that all the people of Lakes State are staying peacefully.”
Sworo Charles Elisha: “Archbishop Daniel confirms that four bishops were among a group that fell into a recent ambush on the Governor’s convoy between Awerial and Rumbek. The Arch Bishop says no one was injured in the incident that occurred last weekend. He is confident communities will respond to the 14 day peace mission.”

 Archbishop Daniel Deng Bul: “They are saying they are ready to come together because we are talking to them, we are disarming their hearts. We are telling the word of God. God is love, God is unity. We are all brothers. There is no need for killing one another. Therefore the response we received from them they said the issue is the gun. To them they said the community is ready to talk to them and they wanted people to live in peace.”

Sworo Charles Elisha: “The peace delegation comprises ten Bishops, 120 youth and women.  It is hoped that the campaign will convince communities to end the cycle of violence that has already claimed many lives in Lakes State. I am Sworo Charles Elisha reporting for Radio Miraya news.”
In Western Equatoria, a conference to address disputes between cattle herders and farming communities in Mundri West County opens tomorrow. 

The two-day conference will attempt to come up with lasting solutions to the problems facing the two communities.
Mundri West County Commissioner Lexson Mubruk says the meeting will draw participants from the farming and herding communities, as well as representatives from the national and state governments. 
Mubruk is confident solutions will be found.

Lexson Mubruk: “The difference between all the other conferences or meetings held by the cattle owners here in Mundri West is that this time the state took the responsibility and the government from national level are going to send representatives and the top officials from states like lakes, Jonglei and Central Equatoria will be here and the owners of the cattle are going to be here. I am sure it is going to be fruitful.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
One person has been killed and another wounded in a cattle raid in Twic East County in Jonglei State.  

County Commissioner Dau Akoi Jurkuch says security personnel pursued the gunmen and managed to recover some of the stolen animals, although the exact number has not been established. 

Jurkuch, says no arrests have been made so far. 

Dau Akoi Jurkuch: “The rescue committee has managed to recover the cattle, as the attackers ran away, leaving the cattle behind. The number that has been armed is a very small group of the criminals, so they have been running towards the east, so we have been suspecting that these are unknown gunmen.”

A legislator in Central Equatoria is challenging politicians to build on the potential of youth to make them more productive.  

Peter Duku Wani, representing Kator in the State Assembly, says youth should be engaged in agriculture and other constructive activities. 
Peter Duku: “We have a lot of resources which should be utilized. For example we could have large enterprises of forestry of planting trees. The youth could be engaged more beneficially to go for agricultural activities; vegetable gardening. Now we entirely depend on Uganda for our food. If the youth in simply one year are sensitized enough to produce food and also are supported they can do wonders. Right now we are using a lot of money on the war. And also we are using a lot of money on V8 vehicles which cost hundreds of pounds and then these V8s in a short time they have run down and then they are not being used carefully. It’s unnecessary luxury.”

The MP is hoping his advice will be considered to better the lives of youth in the country.
In international news, a new website designed to expose African politicians and businessmen who abuse power has been launched by media and campaign groups. 

‘AfriLeaks’ will give people a chance to leak sensitive information anonymously. 

The site's founders say it is an attempt to boost investigative journalism to expose widespread corruption and human rights abuses. 

It will also help by-pass growing surveillance by governments and corporate firms. 

Afrileaks is made up of 19 media outlets and activist groups.

Long queues have formed at newsstands in France for the latest edition of satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo a week after AL Qaeda gunmen murdered 12 people at its offices and five others in subsequent attacks in Paris.
Five million copies are being printed.
The cover shows a cartoon depicting the Prophet Muhammad weeping while holding a sign saying "I am Charlie".

Al-Qaeda in Yemen claimed the attack on the magazine in a video purportedly from the group.

And in sports, St. Luke football team has been crowned champions of the Christmas football tournament after they beat St. Paul 6-5 goals last evening.

The defining match was played at Rabita playground in Wau, Western Bahr El-Ghazal State.
The tournament was organized by the Catholic Diocese of Wau under the leadership of Bishop Rodalf Deng Majak.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Angry youth clash with SPLA over land in Rajaf payam, Juba County

· Electricity Ministry urges for better coordination with Juba City Council

· UN calls for release of African Union report on human rights violations committed during the conflict

End of Radio Miraya news. I am David Lukan.
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