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Good afternoon. It is 1 o’clock and I am Agole Alex with Radio Miraya news.
The Headlines:
· Report says ongoing conflict could cost the government more than 20 billion US dollars
· Elections Commission appoints chairpersons for its offices across the country
· Legislators warn of financial crisis following fall in oil prices
A new report estimates that the ongoing conflict could cost the South Sudan government more than 20 billion US dollars if it continues for another one to five years. 

The report, by London-based consultancy firm ‘Frontier Economics’, says the country’s economy contracted by 15 per cent last year as a result of the ongoing fighting.
David Lukan is here with more:
David Lukan: “The 28-page report looks forward from January to quantify the additional economic costs that would be incurred by South Sudan, other countries in the neighboring region, and the wider international community, should the conflict continue. It warns that the fighting could cost regional nations including Ethiopia, Kenya, Sudan, Uganda and Tanzania a combined 53 billion dollars if it lasts another five years.  This cost would be incurred as they deal with refugees, security needs and other spillover effects. To the National economy, the cost over 1 to 5 years is between 22 billion and 28 billion US dollars.  The loss factors human loss as a result of deaths and its effects on labour productivity, increases in defence spending and the social costs suffered by education, health and other public sectors.  On the wider international impact, the report suggests that the international community could save an estimated 30 billion US dollars – if the war came to an end, by reducing expenditure on peacekeeping and humanitarian assistance. As part of its recommendations, ‘Frontier Economics’ is calling for an inclusive approach to peace efforts, accountability and reconciliation and the proper management of oil resources. I am David Lukan for Radio Miraya news”.
The National Elections Commission has issued a decree appointing chairpersons for the commission’s offices in all ten states.  
Each committee will have five members to co-ordinate electoral activities ahead of the June elections. 

Commission chairperson Abednego Akok says the appointments came after extensive consultations with the state governments, women’s groups, youth, political parties and other stakeholders. 
Abednego says the contested Abyei region will not take part in the elections. He mentions a lack of funding as a main challenge holding back the commission.  

Abednego Akok: “The formation of these committees in the ten states came after studies and consultations; the result of which we decided to set-up a five-man committee including the chairman and a deputy to be permanent officials and the tenure of the three other is for a specific period. Actually, we asked the 50 members to come to Juba yesterday but we lack the financial resources as I speak to you.”
The Elections Commission announced this month that it would conduct national elections on the 30th of June. 

Parliament’s Committee on Economic Development says the government should find ways of increasing non-oil revenue collections to close the gap caused by a fall in oil revenues. 
Committee chairperson, Goc Makuach Mayol says the economy may experience a severe crisis next financial year if alternative sources of income are not generated.  

In an exclusive interview with Radio Miraya, Mayol said the fall in global oil prices is heavily impacting the economy.  

Makuach Mayol: “The rate of the barrel of oil now has dropped to 47 dollars. We have two problems in this area: One is that the revenues that we estimated dropped down and that will create a crisis because the revenue cannot meet the expenditures any longer. As a parliament, we urge the executive this time round when we are experiencing the crisis of the oil prices … to exert effort to see to it that we depend more on non-oil revenue than the oil.”
The fall in prices to below is a result of weak demand in many countries, coupled with increased production in the United States. 
On Tuesday UN Humanitarian Coordinator, Toby Lanzer also cautioned that the fall has affected key government ministries.

Campaigners involved in a peace initiative in Lakes State are confident the campaign will yield fruit.  

The Archbishop of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan and Sudan, Daniel Deng Bul, is leading a delegation of religious leaders, youth and women spreading messages of peace to communities plagued by inter-communal clashes.  

More in this report with Miraya’s Sworo Charles Elisha. 

Sworo Charles Elisha: “Archbishop Daniel Deng Bul says people are responding positively to the initiative. The Archbishop says although reports of revenge attacks and killings continue to emerge from Lakes State, the campaign is making an impact on sections of the community.  He explains that the peace initiative involves reaching out to youth in cattle camps and residential areas.”

  

Archbishop Daniel Deng Bul: “I just came back from the west of the town. Now I am going to the east of the town looking for where the cattle are. The cattle are in Toch and this is where the young people are. I finished the rally now within the town of Panawach and now I am moving to the cattle camp because I want to all the young people who are here so that they can live in peace and bring God into their hearts. That is what I am doing. So it is peace mobilization to make sure that all the people of Lakes State are staying peacefully.”

Sworo Charles Elisha: “Archbishop Daniel confirms that four bishops were among a group that fell into a recent ambush on the Governor’s convoy between Awerial and Rumbek. The Arch Bishop says no one was injured in the incident that occurred last weekend. He is confident communities will respond to the 14 day peace mission.”

 Archbishop Daniel Deng Bul: “They are saying they are ready to come together because we are talking to them, we are disarming their hearts. We are telling the word of God. God is love, God is unity. We are all brothers. There is no need for killing one another. Therefore the response we received from them they said the issue is the gun. To them they said the community is ready to talk to them and they wanted people to live in peace.”

Sworo Charles Elisha: “The peace delegation comprises ten Bishops, 120 youth and women.  It is hoped that the campaign will convince communities to end the cycle of violence that has already claimed many lives in Lakes State. I am Sworo Charles Elisha reporting for Radio Miraya news.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The opening of the Western Bahr el Ghazal State Legislative Assembly has been postponed once again. 

The Parliament was originally scheduled to open for a new session on 28 November but was delayed to 5 December.
Speaker of the house, Andrea Mayar Acho says the opening has been pushed forwarded again, to give the legislators time to explain the current political and security situation to their constituencies.
Acho says a new date for the reopening will be announced shortly. 

Andrea Mayar Acho: “I met the Governor and we agreed that the assembly will open on 28 November. The opening was postponed and the Governor called me and told me that his policy statement is not completed, let me give him time and the assembly will be opened on 5 December. Before the 5 December, he told me that security in this state want you to go your constituencies and sensitize your people. You journalists are hearing a lot of rumors that there is rebellion happening in the state. I said Ok, we as representatives of the people, if there is a problem in our constituency; we are ready to go sensitize our chiefs. We have agreed on this area.”
The Eastern Equatoria state government has outlined a number of projects it plans to implement this year.

Speaking to Radio Miraya this morning, State Governor Louis Lobong Lojore said the state government is looking to implement a new tax law that was passed by the State Parliament to raise revenue.

Governor Lobong stressed the need to involve the community in developmental activities. He notes that the state will continue to focus on peace, education and improvement of health services.

Louis Lobong Lojore: “We have projects call food security, improved food security in the state and also improved environment that is forest and protect all our forests. This we also want to carry particularly among the pastoralist community, so that we change the attitudes of the pastoralist community so that they make use of the cattle not for prestige but for economic benefit.”

Eastern Equatoria State has urged the national government to speed up passing of laws related to mining of minerals

Governor Lobong explains that this will help attract investors.

Louis Lobong Lojore: “There has been slow progress in making laws and that is why up to today we have not made any headway to invest on the minerals. As of now we are trying our best to make what we can do locally so that we accrue some resources for the benefit of the community.”

And, Chad says it is ready to actively help Cameroon fight Boko Haram militants attacking it from Nigeria. 

Chad's offer comes days after an appeal by Cameroon's President Paul Biya for international military help to fight the Islamist militant group. 

On Monday militants launched a series of raids in northern Cameroon, forcing thousands of civilians to flee. 

U.S. President Barack Obama and British Prime Minister David Cameron have also vowed to take a united front against the threat posed by Islamist extremists. 

The two leaders say their governments are dedicated to dealing with terrorist organizations such as the Boko Haram, the Al-Qaeda and the Islamic State.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Report says ongoing conflict could cost the government more than 20 billion US dollars
· Elections Commission appoints chairpersons for its offices across the country
· Legislators warn of financial crisis following fall in oil prices
End of Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex. 
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