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Good evening. It is 3 o’clock and I am Agole Alex with Radio Miraya news.
The Headlines:
· Gunfire in Juba as security personnel chase suspects
· Report says ongoing conflict could cost the government more than 20 billion US dollars
· Criminals target boda-boda riders in Yambio, Western Equatoria state
Police fired shots in two separate incidents in Juba town earlier today. 

In the first incident, security shot in the air as they arrested a suspect, while the second gunfire was as they chased an inmate who attempted to escape from Juba prison. 

Police Spokesperson Col. James Monday Enoka confirms the shooting to Radio Miraya and says the situation has been contained. He says no one was injured. Enoka explains what happened.

Col. Enoka: “A criminal was being pursued and he was got up in Juba and did not want to surrender, so bullets were fired in the air to scare him to surrender and it happened. He surrendered and he was arrested. That was one incident. The second incident was in the prison where there were some prisoners who wanted to escape and the prison warder released a bulletin the air to scare them and bring them under control. That was why there were three or four bullets released in the air. People should not be afraid. People should go about their business as normal.”
Initial investigations into 100 SPLA soldiers arrested in connection with random shooting at the start of the New Year have been completed.  

The investigations conducted by the army headquarters has established that 90 of the soldiers should be produced before court for trial, while the remaining 10 will be released, after the investigations found that they were not involved in the illegal gunfire.  

Army spokesperson Col. Phillip Aguer says the 90 will be produced before a military court.  

Col. Aguer: “Ninety soldiers were investigated and proved to have taken part in the shooting. We will inform their commanders that they will face a military court. We also received a report of 2000 guns captured in the continuing disarmament operation. Some of the guns were collected from soldiers in the residential areas. These guns were returned to their units.”
Aguer says the disarmament exercise will continue. 
In a separate development, the SPLA is reporting an attack on its positions in Unity State. Aguer says this morning opposition forces attacked its base in Abar Al-wuhada, north of Bentiu town.

Col. Aguer: “The opposition forces of  Riek  Machar  shelled  using  artillery this  morning  in the Wuhda  oil field in  north of   Bentiu  town. The SPLA repulsed the attack.  The army base in the area is assessing the losses.”
The opposition forces could not be reached for comment. 

A new report estimates that the ongoing conflict could cost the South Sudan government more than 20 billion US dollars if it continues for another one to five years. 

The report, by London-based consultancy firm ‘Frontier Economics’, says the country’s economy contracted by 15 per cent last year as a result of the ongoing fighting.
David Lukan is here with more:

David Lukan: “The 28-page report looks forward from January to quantify the additional economic costs that would be incurred by South Sudan, other countries in the neighboring region, and the wider international community, should the conflict continue. It warns that the fighting could cost regional nations including Ethiopia, Kenya, Sudan, Uganda and Tanzania a combined 53 billion dollars if it lasts another five years.  This cost would be incurred as they deal with refugees, security needs and other spillover effects. To the National economy, the cost over 1 to 5 years is between 22 billion and 28 billion US dollars.  The loss factors human loss as a result of deaths and its effects on labour productivity, increases in defence spending and the social costs suffered by education, health and other public sectors.  On the wider international impact, the report suggests that the international community could save an estimated 30 billion US dollars – if the war came to an end, by reducing expenditure on peacekeeping and humanitarian assistance. As part of its recommendations, ‘Frontier Economics’ is calling for an inclusive approach to peace efforts, accountability and reconciliation and the proper management of oil resources. I am David Lukan for Radio Miraya news.”

Parliament’s Committee on Economic Development says the government should find ways of increasing non-oil revenue collections to close the gap caused by a fall in oil revenues. 
Committee chairperson Goc Makuach Mayol says the economy may experience a severe crisis next financial year if alternative sources of income are not generated.  

In an exclusive interview with Radio Miraya, Mayol said the fall in global oil prices is heavily impacting the economy.  

Makuach Mayol: “The rate of the barrel of oil now has dropped to 47 dollars. We have two problems in this area: One is that the revenues that we estimated dropped down and that will create a crisis because the revenue cannot meet the expenditures any longer. As a parliament, we urge the executive this time round when we are experiencing the crisis of the oil prices … to exert effort to see to it that we depend more on non-oil revenue than the oil.”
The fall in prices to below is a result of weak demand in many countries, coupled with increased production in the United States. 
On Tuesday UN Humanitarian Coordinator, Toby Lanzer also cautioned that the fall has affected key government ministries.

Boda-boda riders have become the target of criminals in Yambio County, Western Equatoria State.  

The county’s Acting Chief Inspector of Police, Jonathan Jabir says his office has received cases of riders being attacked by people claiming to be clients, especially at night.  

Jabir is advising the public motorcyclists to restrict their operations to the day time. 

Jonathan Jabir: “My advice to boda - boda riders is to maintain their lives. They should not accept any call if they can’t identify the person calling. Somebody will come in the late hours asking you to give him a lift. Please don’t accept because now in Yambio we have got different types of people coming in. Just recently this morning at Napere, an old woman was killed innocently … and then thrown on the road so it a very serious crime.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The opening of the Western Bahr el Ghazal State Legislative Assembly has been postponed once again. 

The Parliament was originally scheduled to open for a new session on 28 November but was delayed to 5 December.
Speaker of the house, Andrea Mayar Acho says the opening has been pushed forwarded again, to give the legislators time to explain the current political and security situation to their constituencies.
Acho says a new date for the reopening will be announced shortly. 

Andrea Mayar Acho: “I met the Governor and we agreed that the assembly will open on 28 November. The opening was postponed and the Governor called me and told me that his policy statement is not completed, let me give him time and the assembly will be opened on 5 December. Before the 5 December, he told me that security in this state want you to go your constituencies and sensitize your people. You journalists are hearing a lot of rumors that there is rebellion happening in the state. I said Ok, we as representatives of the people, if there is a problem in our constituency; we are ready to go sensitize our chiefs. We have agreed on this area.”
The Eastern Equatoria state government has outlined a number of projects it plans to implement this year.

Speaking to Radio Miraya this morning, State Governor Louis Lobong Lojore said the state government is looking to implement a new tax law that was passed by the State Parliament to raise revenue.

Governor Lobong stressed the need to involve the community in developmental activities. He notes that the state will continue to focus on peace, education and improvement of health services.

Louis Lobong Lojore: “We have projects call food security, improved food security in the state and also improved environment that is forest and protect all our forests. This we also want to carry particularly among the pastoralist community, so that we change the attitudes of the pastoralist community so that they make use of the cattle not for prestige but for economic benefit.”

Eastern Equatoria State has urged the national government to speed up passing of laws related to mining of minerals

Governor Lobong explains that this will help attract investors.

Louis Lobong Lojore: “There has been slow progress in making laws and that is why up to today we have not made any headway to invest on the minerals. As of now we are trying our best to make what we can do locally so that we accrue some resources for the benefit of the community.”

In foreign news, Chad says it is ready to actively help Cameroon fight Boko Haram militants attacking it from Nigeria. 

Chad's offer comes days after an appeal by Cameroon's President Paul Biya for international military help to fight the Islamist militant group. 

On Monday militants launched a series of raids in northern Cameroon, forcing thousands of civilians to flee. 

U.S. President Barack Obama and British Prime Minister David Cameron have also vowed to take a united front against the threat posed by Islamist extremists. 

The two leaders say their governments are dedicated to dealing with terrorist organizations such as the Boko Haram, the Al-Qaeda and the Islamic State.
And in sports, the South Sudan Secondary Schools Sports Association has received an invitation to take part in an upcoming youth festival in the United States.

The 2015 Continental Cup International Youth Sports Festival is scheduled to take place in Ohio- Cleveland from the 2 July to 5 July.

At least 300 teams from 20 different countries have been invited to compete in several sporting disciplines including football, basketball and rugby. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Gunfire in Juba as security personnel chase suspects

· Report says ongoing conflict could cost the government more than 20 billion US dollars

· Criminals target boda-boda riders in Yambio, Western Equatoria state

End of Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex. 
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