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Good evening. It is 5 o’clock and I am Agole Alex with Radio Miraya news.
The Headlines:
· Juba prison escapees identified as murder suspects
· KCB Bank speaks out on reports of missing clients’ money
· Hundreds stage demo in Wau, protesting ongoing conflict
Inmates who attempted to escape from Juba Central Prison on Thursday have been identified as suspects arrested on charges of committing murder in a foreign country.  

Police fired shots in the air in Juba yesterday and rearrested the 3 suspects as they tried to escape from custody. 

Prisons public relations officer, Lt Col. Rodento Tongun says the three South Sudanese nationals were deported and were being transferred to the prison at the time of the incident.  

Tongun has not revealed the country where they were arrested, and says they will face trial for murder.  

Rodento Tongun: “…Suspected under section 206 murder cases they were believed to have killed someone.  I think the killing is not in Juba it was reported to be outside South Sudan and that they were caught and brought here for the court of law. Specifically I have not seen the warrant number this is the report that came to us but it was reported in that way, this was what we received from the headquarters.”

The management of Kenya Commercial Bank says investigations are underway into reports of missing money from clients’ accounts.  

Three customers in Rumbek, Lakes State reported to Police that their money had mysteriously gone missing.  

The manager of the KCB Rumbek branch was arrested yesterday and is assisting police with investigations.  

The Head of Business at the KCB head office in Juba, William Amayo assures the bank’s customers that they are handling the matter.  

William Amayo: “We have launched investigations into the matter. The complaints were touching one of our staff at a personal level and so the staff has been arrested. What I would just call for is patience of the customers, and definitely after the investigations are done, a decision will be arrived at. We will make sure that investigations are done and the conclusion is arrived at to their satisfaction.”
Commodity prices went up 10 per cent from December 2013 to December 2014. 

An annual price index released by the National Bureau of Statistics, indicates that the increase was mainly driven by high costs of food and non-alcoholic beverages.  

The Director of Economics at the bureau, David Chan Thiang explains some of the factors that contributed to the rise.  

David Chan Thiang: “The prices are not normal – they are actually abnormal – and it is always in the month of December. All the time all the year that we have been collecting since 2007 the prices is always very high and that is the phenomena because many people are expecting a huge purchase for house hold .So as a cause of bringing everything there is element of raising prices. As we are speaking the prices are up especially has been increasing by 10%.”

Data for the report was gathered from Juba and Wau.  Malakal, which is a regular point of reference for the index was not considered because of the insecurity.  

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
More than 500 people have staged a peaceful demonstration in Wau, protesting against the ongoing conflict in the country.

Led by Donato Ugali, Chairperson of Workers Trade Union, the protestors denounced the rebellion and called for a speedy process of election. 

Donato Ugali: “Organizations of civil society from women, youth, students, labourers, traders, unions and Chamber of Commerce, you have gathered here calling on us to present your petition to the Governor to be forwarded to the president. We present you our protest denouncing destructive actions carried out by the rebels in our Country. We accept and support the stand of election commission for conducting election as scheduled.”
The Governor of Western Bahal Ghazel state has acknowledged the concerns raised by the protestors.  

Governor Rizik: “We, as the State Government, are honored to receive a peaceful demonstration today that denounced and protest recruitment and mobilization of state citizens to join rebellion. Riek Machar federalism talks about dividing South Sudan into 21 states. He divided Western Bahr El-Ghazel into three, those annexing Raja County to Aweil West and called it Lul State. It means Riek Machar separated Raja from the state. He appointed Tingo Peter as Governor of Wau State and he pushed out Jur River County. Citizens of Western Bahr El-Ghazel, do you accept to be scattered? No for federalism, we support the constitution that maintains a decentralized system. Anything besides the ten states we will reject totally.”
The Police Protection unit in Warrap says there is a worrying trend in rape cases in the state, identifying students as the main suspects.  

The Director of the Protection Unit, Bol Kur Atem, says his office recorded three rape cases in the first two weeks of 2015 and 50 over the past year.  

Atem says most of the cases being reported are committed against teenagers and school girls below the age of 18. 

Atem says many of the perpetrators are fellow students.  

Bol Kur Atem: “Out of those cases, we have experienced that the people who are committing these crimes are the same schoolgirls and schoolboys who are still in school. If we can say rape is done by grown up people we will also say a force marriage and when we come we have already registered more than fifty cases is the true cases but in this year we have only three cases.”

In foreign news, new figures show that there is a decline in Ebola cases in the three West African countries worst affected by the deadly outbreak.

Sierra Leone and Guinea both recorded the lowest weekly total of confirmed Ebola cases since August.

According to the latest report from the World Health Organization, Liberia, which reported no new cases on two days last week, had its lowest weekly total since June. The report says all three countries now have sufficient capacity to bury all the people known to have died from the disease.

The death toll from the world's worst Ebola outbreak is over 8,000 with 21,000 cases so far.

Moving onto sports, the higher appeals committee of the National Football Federation has reversed a ban on a group of people, accused of causing disunity in the association.  

The appeals committee has dismissed the case against the 12 persons, including members of the football association, on grounds that there was not enough evidence to link them to the charges.  

The Secretary General of the federation, William Akot, says the decision to drop the case will be communicated by the association’s board of directors.  

William Akot: “Yes it’s true I have already received it and within shortest possible time it will be announced officially. The 12 people who were banned from football appealed to the South Sudan Football Association and their appeal was forwarded to the appeals committee, but even before that there was already talk going on between the 12 people and the SSFA. Actually the result is out but I cannot declare it as general secretary. It will be declared by the board so that I put it now officially for the public consumption.”

The federation slapped a ban on the 12 in December last year, on accusations that they were inciting the public to agitate for changes within the association. The ban included restrictions from attending matches, speaking to the media and engaging in any football activity.  

And, the Africa Cup of Nations tournament gets underway tomorrow.

The opening match will be at 7 o’clock local time, between hosts Equatorial Guinea and Congo Brazzaville. At 10pm, Burkina Faso will take on Gabon in another Group A match. 16 teams are taking part in the 3-week competition. 

There have been fears about Equatorial Guinea's readiness to stage the tournament, after original hosts Morocco pulled out over fears of the spread of the Ebola virus. The tournament ends on 8 March. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Juba prison escapees identified as murder suspects

· KCB Bank speaks out on reports of missing clients’ money

· Hundreds stage demo in Wau, protesting ongoing conflict

End of Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex. 
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