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Good afternoon. It is 1 o’clock and I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news.
The Headlines:
· Clashes reported in Rumbek North, Lakes State
· Renk farms shelled in heavy fighting between government and opposition forces
· US government says it will not support 30 June elections
Several homes have been burnt and civilians killed in an attack in Rumbek North County, Lakes State.  

Gunmen raided the Maper area on Sunday, and clashed with security forces. 
The State Minister of Local Government and Law Enforcement, Jok Ayoum Majak, says the fighting is continuing, and an emergency security meeting has been called to devise a security plan to send more reinforcements to the area. 

Majak says the gunmen attacked the county headquarters and destroyed people’s homes. 

Jok  Ayoum  Majak: “According to the information we got from the commissioner, he said they have killed many, many women.  They found bodies of women on the ground in Rumbek North, the Headquarter where they came attacked and the repulsed people. We have not yet got the full details but, now we are sending complete XXX and then we will organize others forces to follow.”
Civilian areas in Upper Nile were the scene of heavy weekend clashes between government and opposition forces.  

Both sides fought for more than four hours in Umm Diliwis, a largely farming area 50km north east of Renk. 

A second attack was reported in Renk town.  Aguer says some civilians were injured but could not confirm the exact number of casualties. 

The army spokesperson accuses the opposition forces of initiating the attacks, and says the SPLA is in control of Renk.

Col. Aguer: “Forces of Riek Machar attacked SPLA base in Umm Diliwis, north east of Renk.  This is an area of Renk farms. In response, the other rebels that are on the west bank of the river in Wadakona shelled Renk town using mortars – that was random indiscriminate shelling of Renk town. Casualties in Renk town are civilians; a young woman was seriously wounded (and) her condition was critical but SPLA forces managed to defeat the attackers and disperse them towards the border.”
Spokesperson of the opposition military forces, Brig. Lul Ruai admits shelling Renk town.  Ruai says the attack was a strategic move to protect their positions. 

Brig. Lul Ruai: “We did not intentionally target civilian areas. What we did; we were trying to prevent government forces from coming out to attack our forces on the Western bank of River Nile and the only way to ensure that they did not cross the Western bank was to use artillery fire to keep them in their trenches.  It is the government that was on the offensive – I am talking about three battalions. They attacked our positions but after four hours, we were able to defeat all these forces.”
Two men have been shot dead by unknown gunmen in Nimule, Eastern Equatoria State. 

The victims, both prominent businessmen of the area, were gunned down as they sat near a lodge on Sunday night. 

Emilio Igga is the Chief Administrative area of Pageri payam, where the incident occurred. Igga tells Radio Miraya the motive of the killing is not clear and the assailants are being hunted for.  He explains what happened.  

Emilio Igga: “One of the businessmen is Anthony Gwanya, who is a responsible person and the owner of the lodge. The second person was David Kisiriyara, a prominent member in the community. He is also a very progressive farmer. Then one was Martin Mada, who is also a member of this company which Anthony Gwanya runs. These gunmen came and found these three people siting then started firing. The third person managed to escape but the two died on spot. Up to now there is no arrest but the security was still trying to set road blocks the whole of last night. There is no arrest yet but investigation is still going on.”

The United States Ambassador to South Sudan Charles Twining says the US government will not support the 30 June elections in South Sudan.  

Addressing a news conference in Juba, Ambassador Twinning however said that the US is ready to support any electoral process organized after the formation of an interim government. 

Sworo Charles attended the press conference and now reports.

Sworo Charles: “Ambassador Twining says the US government will support elections organized by the interim government in the country.”
Charles Twining: “We have a peace process going on now. There were agreements even last May that elections will be held once there is a transitional government and that government can organize the elections. This is what we want to see happen. As Dr. Etim said, if this doesn’t happen as things now look, the United States is not going to support elections on 30 June.”

Sworo Charles: “In another development, the ambassador confirmed that the US government has revoked South Sudan’s eligibility for a US preferential trade programme known as the African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA).

AGOA is a legislation that was approved by the U.S. Congress 14 years ago, to provide trade preferences for quota and duty-free entry into the United States for certain goods. Ambassador Twinning explains why South Sudan will no longer benefit from AGOA.”
Charles Twining: “The decision was taken to remove some countries from these privileges. It’s often because of things like human rights, corruption – issues that I think all of us would recognize. Our view is that if countries can try to correct some of these problems then we very much hope that South Sudan will be re-instated.”

Sworo Charles: “Meanwhile, a team of officials from the US Agency for International Development (USAID) have arrived in South Sudan to explore the prospects for peace. Linda Etim, the Deputy Assistant Administrator for USAID and Mark Brinkmoeller, USAID Director of the Center for Faith-Based and Community Initiative, will spend the rest of the week meeting  community leaders to find ways of bringing peace to the country. I am Sworo Charles Elisha, reporting for Radio Miraya news.”
The South Sudan Secondary school examinations begin today (Monday).  

More than 4,000 students will sit the exams in seven states and the Abyei area. 

The Undersecretary in the Ministry of Education, Michael Lopuke, says the exams will not be sat in Upper Nile, Unity and Warrap States because the respective state education ministries have not adopted the South Sudan curriculum. 

The examination exercise ends on the 5th of next month.  

Meanwhile, nine students are sitting for the South Sudan secondary school examinations in Wau, Western Bahr El Ghazal. 

The students are all from Loyobo secondary school. This is the first time the candidates are sitting the secondary school exams under the South Sudan curriculum.  

State Education Minister Michael Madut says the entire syllabus was covered and is looking forward to good performance.  

Speaking on preparation for the new scholastic year, Madut says the ministry is in the process of enrolling more teachers. 

Michael Madut: “The biggest challenge for us was lack of teachers, but now we are working on the process for appointment of 121 teachers to be completed by the beginning of the academic year. We found that some schools have more teachers, some schools have less teachers and the reason for lack of teachers was due to improper distribution of teachers. That is why now we are working on redistribution of teachers.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Cattle keepers who fled into Mundri County in Western Equatoria State have been given till the 9 of February to remove their animals.  

The presence of the herders from Jonglei, Lakes and Central Equatoria States has been causing tensions with local farming communities. 

A conference called to address the issue last week agreed on the ultimatum as part of resolutions to ease the tensions. A similar deadline was given to the herders in July last year.  

Western Equatoria State Governor Bangasi Joseph Bakasoro is confident this resolution will be effective. 

Governor Bangasi: “This time I think we are going to be vigilant and make sure that the cows move to their locations and in case they want to bring them for business, then let it be in an official way. The problem is there are some individuals who loot cattle in the other states and come and hide them in our state, and they come and cause us trouble.  We hope that if this time the resolution is implemented – and the monitoring team is going to monitor the movement of the cows peacefully to their places – the whole state especially greater Mundri will be at peace.”

In Unity State, the rehabilitation of major roads linking Bentiu to other counties has begun. 

The governor’s press secretary, Mayen Ben, says the Ayad construction company has been contracted to carry out the repairs and work is expected to be completed in March.  

Ben says the rehabilitation has started on the Bentiu-Mayom route, which links Unity to Warrap State.

Mayen Ben: “The road linking Mayom and Abiemnom is under renovation and the company that is rehabilitating it is Ayad. There is also a road to Ajakwach junction – a junction between Warrap and Unity states. There is also a road linking Abiemnom and Mankien payam. These important roads are under intensive rehabilitation. It begun early this month and it is expected to finish in March so we are sure that during this dry season everything will be made available to our people.”
A polio vaccination campaign has been completed at the protection of civilians site in Bentiu. 
More than 27,000 children under the age of 15 years received the oral vaccines. The campaign also reached out to more than 1,000 children outside the camp, in Bentiu and Rubkona town. 

Okot Joseph Okwera, a consultant with the UN Children’s organization UNICEF, says the campaign was launched after one case was reported late last year.  

Okot Joseph Okwera: “Following the last case of polio which has been reported in Bentiu, we are trying to respond so that we protect children from age of zero to 15 against polio disease. In the four-day campaign we have managed to vaccinate 27,039 children from the age of zero to 15 years.”

The National Bureau of Statistics has announced the launch of a national market survey.  

Researchers from the bureau will visit different parts of the country collecting information on exchange rates and prices of goods on the market.  

The survey will also involve door-to-door visits to gather information on household spending habits.  

The director for Economic statistics, David Chan Thiang, says the survey will start next month and targets respondents in the six states of Eastern, Western and Central Equatoria, Lakes State and Western and Northern Bahr el Ghazal. 

The survey is supported by the World Bank and the UK department for international Development.

In regional news, Dominic Ongwen, a commander of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebel group, who recently surrendered in the Central African Republic, has been handed over to the International Criminal Court for trial.  

Ongwen, who faces charges of war crimes, was handed over to the state prosecutor in the Central African Republic and will be transferred to the court in The Hague.  

Colonel Mayen Garang Malual, the Deputy Commander of the African Union Task Force hunting down the LRA rebel group, witnessed the handover and now explains.  

Garang Malual: “Dominic Ongwen on 16 January was officially handed over to the ICC. That happened in the presence of delegates from many places – there was a delegation from the ICC, a delegation from the government of Central Africa, a delegation from the Embassy of USA in Central Africa and also a delegation from Uganda.”
And looking at sports, hosts Equatorial Guinea settled for a 1 all draw with Congo Brazzaville in the opening match of the Africa Cup of Nations tournament. 

In a second Group A game on Saturday, Gabon beat Burkina Faso 2-nil, putting the Burkinabe side at the top of the table with 3 points.  

In yesterday’s games, Zambia and the DR Congo ended their game in a 1 all draw, as did Tunisia and Cape Verde.  

In today’s matches, Ghana takes on Senegal at 7pm local time, while Algeria meets South Africa at 10 o’clock.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Clashes reported in Rumbek North, Lakes State

· Renk farms shelled in heavy fighting between government and opposition forces

· US government says it will not support 30 June elections

End of Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo. 
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