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Good evening. It is 5 o’clock and I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news.
The Headlines:
· Attack leaves 8 dead and homes destroyed in Rumbek North County, Lakes State
· Hundreds flee into Juba, as gunmen raid Northern Bari payam
· Fire guts shops in Juba, destroying property worth billions
At least eight people have been confirmed dead and 15 others wounded in this morning’s fighting in Rumbek North County, Lakes State. 

Several homes were burnt and civilians killed in the clashes that took place near an SPLA base in the Mapeer area. 

Rumbek North County Commissioner Abraham Maloth visited the scene of the fighting and blames the attack on forces of the SPLA in the opposition.
We voiced over his clip because of the poor phone connection.  

Abraham Maloth: “I went myself to see. I am an eye witness – big machine guns RPGs and even the AKMS for the national security. These ammunitions and guns are not carried by civilians – that is why we consider it is the rebels. In my side in the county five are civilians – one lady and two children. The total dead are eight and the wounded people, both civilian and from the army are 15.”
An emergency security meeting has been called by the Lakes State Governor to identify the attackers and devise a security plan to send security reinforcements to the area.  

Meanwhile, Army Spokesperson Col. Phillip Aguer confirms the clashes and says the opposition forces crossed from Unity State.  

Col. Aguer: "There is a new situation in the place called Mapeer in Lakes as a group of rebels of Riek Machar attacked Mapeer. The battle took place this morning and SPLA forces are hunting the attackers in the direction of Unity State as they entered from Unity State to Lakes State because Mapeer is in the range between Rumbek and the south west part of Unity State.”
The spokesperson of the opposition’s military wing, Brig. Gen. Lul Ruai Koang, could neither confirm nor deny their forces were behind the attack.  
Again, we have voiced over the audio because of the poor phone connection.  

Brig. Gen. Lul Mapeer: “The reason why I do not want to claim the responsibility of the attack of the area immediately is that the area is a triangle area manipulated by the cattle raiders. I do not want commit myself to verify or make a report attributing the attack to our forces. I would want set our part I will need to find out and if find the information I am sure I will share it with the media”.

More than 400 people have fled Northern Bari payam into Juba after an attack by gunmen on Sunday.  

Four people were shot dead and several others wounded after unknown gunmen opened fire on communities in Kworijin village on Sunday morning.  

The 400 who fled are mostly women and children and are now being accommodated at Juba One primary school.  

An eye witness, Joel Daud, tells Radio Miraya what happened.  

Joel Daud: “We were praying in the church and even the Vice President of South Sudan was attending the prayers with us in the church. Unfortunately we were in the church praying then we heard gun shots around the village. We went to find out what was there, when we had been calling what exactly what is happening  there, we have been told that the Mundari people they attacked the village, They just come start to loot, making looting into the houses and then chasing the men and they chase the people and killed three of them.” 

The Member of Parliament representing the constituency in the Legislative Assembly, Paul Longale Jumi, is calling on the government to intervene.

Paul Longale Jumi: “This is now the second or the third time and we don’t know exactly what the motive is, but what we are now concerned about is now the population. As you can see now the displaced here is about 300 or 400 here and the population of that area is roughly around 1,000 in that village. The rest of the people we don’t know where they are. We have come here to get solidarity and support. We want to make sure the government understands what is happening, but our first appeal is that we need assistance especially from the humanitarian organization like the Red Cross, World Food organization – if they can bring some food and water to relieve the situation before anything else. Then we also need to appeal to the government, if possible, to go and contain the situation there.”  

Police have launched investigations into the killing of two businessmen in Nimule, Eastern Equatoria State.  

In a separate incident, three people were murdered following a disagreement between communities in the Luri area of Juba.  

Radio Miraya’s Agole Alex is here with a security report.  

Agole Alex: “In the Nimule incident, the two prominent businessmen were gunned down as they sat near a lodge late Sunday night. A third person who was with them managed to escape, as the assailants sprayed the area with bullets. Emilio Igga is the area Administrator of Pageri Payam in Eastern Equatoria State. The victims, both prominent businessmen of the area, were gunned down as they sat near a lodge on Sunday night. Emilio Igga is the Chief Administrative area of Pageri payam, where the incident occurred. Igga tells Radio Miraya the motive of the killing is not clear and the assailants are being hunted for.  He explains what happened.  

Emilio Igga: “The third person managed to escape but the two died on spot. Up to now there is no arrest but the security was still trying to set road blocks the whole of last night. There is no arrest yet.”

Agole Alex: “In a separate incident, Police in Juba have recovered the bodies of four men dumped along the Yei-Juba road.  One of the bodies was found burnt and left in a ditch about 40 miles out of Juba. Central Equatoria State Police Commissioner Maj. Gen. Henry Danima says police have launched investigations into the killings.”
Henry Danima: “That person was found burnt in military uniform so our investigators went there removed the body and brought to hospital for identification. Then the second one was around mile 40 away where some three bodies were found off road then the bodies were also brought for identification.”

Agole Alex: “Still in Central Equatoria, three people were shot dead following a misunderstanding between a group of cattle keepers and locals in the Luri area. State Police Commissioner Henry Danima says some suspects have been arrested for questioning.” 

Henry Danima: “Villagers wanted to drive the cattle away by beating the cattle out of their compound. The owners of the cattle replied by shooting in the air then beating even people beating women then in the course they burnt some grass-thatched houses – about five of them. They started shooting at people and killed three people - one soldier from the army, one policeman and a civilian.”
Agole Alex: “Police have been deployed in the area to contain the situation. I am Agole Alex for Radio Miraya news.”
Traders of Malakia market in Juba are counting their losses after fire gutted a string of shops on Sunday night. 

About 50 shops, mainly dealing in spare parts and scrap metal, were destroyed in the blaze.  Police and City Council authorities estimate the losses at about 2 billion pounds. 
Colonel Alor Arop Kuol, an officer from the Malakia Police station lamented the loss and advised the traders to insure their businesses.

Col. Arop Kuol: “Citizens must learn from this; if one has anything to sell he must make sure that it is insured. It is very important to insure your car or shop or house; these are important thing a person must do for such kind of incidents. Indeed, how can we compensate these people who have no insurance? It is only if they have total insurance.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Nine students are sitting for the South Sudan secondary school examinations in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal. 

The students are all from Loyobo secondary school. This is the first time the candidates are sitting the secondary school exams under the South Sudan curriculum.  

State Education Minister, Michael Madut says the entire syllabus was covered and is looking forward to good performance.  

Speaking on preparation for the new scholastic year, the Madut says the ministry is in the process of enrolling more teachers. 

Michael Madut: “The biggest challenge for us was lack of teachers, but now we are working on the process for appointment of 121 teachers to be completed by the beginning of the academic year. We found that some schools have more teachers, some schools have less teachers and the reason for lack of teachers was due to improper distribution of teachers. That is why now we are working on redistribution of teachers.”

The rehabilitation of major roads linking Bentiu to other counties has begun. 

The governor’s press secretary, Mayen Ben, says the Ayad construction company has been contracted to carry out the repairs and work is expected to be completed in March.  

Ben says the rehabilitation has started on the Bentiu-Mayom route, which links Unity to Warrap State.

Mayen Ben: “The road linking Mayom and Abiemnom is under renovation and the company that is rehabilitating it is Ayad. There is also a road to Ajakwach junction – a junction between Warrap and Unity states. There is also a road linking Abiemnom and Mankien payam. These important roads are under intensive rehabilitation. It begun early this month and it is expected to finish in March so we are sure that during this dry season everything will be made available to our people.”

A polio vaccination campaign has been completed at the protection of civilians site in Bentiu. 

More than 27,000 children under the age of 15 years received the oral vaccines. The campaign also reached out to more than 1,000 children outside the camp, in Bentiu and Rubkona town. 

Okot Joseph Okwera, a consultant with the UN Children’s organization UNICEF, says the campaign was launched after one case was reported late last year.  

Okot Joseph Okwera: “Following the last case of polio which has been reported in Bentiu, we are trying to respond so that we protect children from age of zero to 15 against polio disease. In the four-day campaign we have managed to vaccinate 27,039 children from the age of zero to 15 years.”

In regional news, Police in Kenya have fired teargas at pupils of a school in Nairobi who were protesting about the sale of their playground to a private developer.  

The pupils had returned to the Lang'ata school after a two-week teachers strike to find the play area fenced off.  Several children were hurt in the police action to disperse the protest and have been taken to hospital. 

Some of them had confronted riot police and at least one police officer was injured when he was struck by a stone thrown by a protester.

Onto sports, the National Football Association has signed a memorandum of understanding with a French company to develop football. 

As part of the agreement, the Crisis and Development Company will construct new stadia and develop infrastructure to improve the sport.  

The company’s manager, Gilles Assouline says the partnership will start with an assessment to identify the needs.

Gilles Assouline: “The first action will consist in conducting quickly an analysis and a survey to understand and identify the require needs and the needs expressed by the other football clubs in terms of events to be organized in terms of sponsors and sponsoring but also in terms of facilities to be built. We will try to bring on a fast track basis because we understand how much the football is appreciated.”

And in the division one basketball tournament in Juba, the National Engineers team beat Black Stars by 54-53 points to claim victory in their game at the Nimra Talata stadium.  

The game went into extra time after official match time ended in a 46 point stalemate.  

Manager of the national engineers club, Maiek Koriom says the players played hard to win the match.  

In other games, Malakia beat Munuki 69-68, Nimra talata defeated Warriors by 62—51 and the Citizens side secured a 64 – 59 win over Hilal.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Attack leaves 8 dead and homes destroyed in Rumbek North County, Lakes State

· Hundreds flee into Juba, as gunmen raid Northern Bari payam

· Fire guts shops in Juba, destroying property worth billions

End of Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo. 
1 | Page

