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Good afternoon. It is 1 o’clock and I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news.
The Headlines:
· Government says it is capable of conducting elections in June without external financial support
· Oil facility burnt in Unity State

· Western Bahr el Ghazal state Governor dissolves entire cabinet
The Foreign Affairs Ministry says the government is capable of conducting elections in June without external financial support. 
United States Ambassador to South Sudan Charles Twinning last week announced that his government would not support the 30 June elections.  

Ambassador Twinning said the US would support any electoral process organized after the formation of an interim government. 

The spokesperson of the Foreign Affairs Ministry, Mawein Arik Makol, told Radio Miraya that the elections will go ahead on 30 June as planned with government financing. 

Mawein Arik Makol: “On budgeting, of course the government is capable of doing all it can now to fulfil that and be able to carry out the elections. Indeed we were looking for support but if the countries choose not to support the elections that will not stop the process this government is doing to carry out the elections on time. We will still go ahead and do the elections and will still finance it. Hopefully by June we should be able to complete what we need to complete an election.”  

Meanwhile UK Ambassador to South Sudan, Ian Hughes says the time frame will not allow for successful elections. 

Speaking on Radio Miraya this morning, Ambassador Hughes highlighted constitutional and organizational challenges.

Ian Hughes: “Our view is that given all the constitutional and legal difficulties, given all the resource implications with the problems of financing the election, problems of training the people that have to organize the election, the problems of establishing where all the voters’ centers should be the problems of identifying who the voters are; where they are? Where they should vote all of this is such that it is very difficult to envisage a successful election in June.”     

An oil facility has been burnt in Unity State.  
State Information Minister Peter Makur Malual confirms the development and says the fire at the oil facility in Pariang County started last night and was still burning by this morning.  

Makur accuses opposition forces of attacking the installation. 

The Minister is calling on the national government and oil companies to assist in putting out the blaze.

Spokesperson of the opposition military wing, Brig. Lul Ruai Koang when contacted by Radio Miraya said he had no information concerning the burning of the oil facility.  

Peace campaigners in Lakes State will hold a rally in Rumbek this afternoon, to spread the word of peace to communities.  

The delegation led by Archbishop of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan and Sudan, Daniel Deng Bul, has already visited a number of cattle camps in different counties, gathering the views of youth on how to address the current insecurity in Lakes State.  

Archbishop Deng is calling for more efforts in ending the cycle of violence. 

Archbishop Daniel Deng: “We are asking the young people in the cattle camp that they should give a chance to the government give a chance to the peace loving people to come among them and then address issues which they have raised  if they could allow that to happen. Actually the way they talk, they are really are one people. They are not angry among themselves but some people made them fight. If efforts are made, for sure Rumbek will be in peace very soon.”

The peace campaigners are on a 14-day tour of Lakes State spreading messages of peace to communities plagued by inter-communal clashes.  

Meanwhile, at least 8 people have been confirmed dead and 15 others wounded in fighting in Rumbek North County, Lakes State. 

Several homes were burnt and civilians killed in the clashes that took place near an SPLA base in the Mapeer area on Monday. 

Despite the security challenges, students in Lakes State have begun writing the South Sudan Secondary School examinations.  

More than 200 candidates are sitting the exams in seven centers across the state.  

State Education Minister Dut Makoi Kuok says the percentage of girls sitting the papers is still low. 

Dut Makoi Kuok: “The number of students sitting this year for South Sudan examination this year is 267; but the number of girls is very small; about seventy. Previously we were one country as old Sudan, and students were sitting all these time long for the Sudan examination, but this year the contract that was between us and the Sudan is coming to an end, so there is no an basis for any students now to say he/she want to sit for Sudan and last to go to Khartoum.”

The Relief and Rehabilitation Commission has started registering displaced persons who fled an attack by armed men in Northern Bari payam, Central Equatoria State.  

An estimated 400 people, mostly women and children, settled at Juba One Primary school after the attack on Kworijin village on Sunday.

An eyewitness tells radio Miraya the gunmen attacked the community during morning prayers.  

Joel Daud: “We were praying in the church and even the Vice President of South Sudan was attending the prayers with us in the church. Unfortunately we were in the church praying then we heard gun shots around the village. We went to find out what was there, when we had been calling what exactly what is happening  there, we have been told that the Mundari people they attacked the village, They just come start to loot, making looting into the houses and then chasing the men and they chase the people and killed three of them.” 

The Member of Parliament representing the constituency in the Legislative Assembly, Paul Longale Jumi, is calling on the government to intervene.

Paul Longale Jumi: “This is now the second or the third time and we don’t know exactly what the motive is, but what we are now concerned about is now the population. As you can see now the displaced here is about 300 or 400 here and the population of that area is roughly around 1,000 in that village. The rest of the people we don’t know where they are. We have come here to get solidarity and support. We want to make sure the government understands what is happening, but our first appeal is that we need assistance especially from the humanitarian organization like the Red Cross, World Food organization – if they can bring some food and water to relieve the situation before anything else. Then we also need to appeal to the government, if possible, to go and contain the situation there.”  

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The Governor of Western Bahr El Ghazal State has shuffled his cabinet. 

In a decree issued on Monday, Rizik Hassan Zakaria maintained his Deputy and brought in five new faces. 

Radio Miraya reporter in Wau, Michael Wondi is here with more. 

Michael Wondi: “Zakaria Joseph Garang has been maintained as the Deputy Governor and Minister of Physical Infrastructure, Ms. Lilian Valentino maintained as the Minister of Finance, Dr. Isaac Cleto maintained as the Minister of Health, Mr. Michael Madut Chan has been shifted from the Ministry of Education to the Ministry of Agriculture, Dr. Adil Athanasio shifted from the Ministry of Agriculture to the Ministry of Education. Mr. Angelo Taban Biajo appointed minister of Local Government, Rudolf Andrea appointed Minister of Youth and Sports, James Ernest Makuei the Minister of Trade and Cooperatives, Ms. Mary Caroline the Minister of Information, Ms. Neima Abbas the Minister of Gender, Child and Social Welfare, Mr. Andrea Ahamed Bawal the Minister of Public Service. The Governor also issued another decree creating a Commission of Arts and Culture and the appointment for this commission is yet to be made’. This is Michael Wondi reporting from Western Bahr El Ghazal State.”
A weather expert says the cold temperatures experienced in South Sudan and in Juba in particular in the past few days was due to cold waves coming from north. 

Juma Ali Mohammed, in charge of the weather forecast at Juba International Airport, told Radio Miraya that the same cold waves that led to lower temperatures in Sudan, travelled southward and caused cold weather in the South.

Juma says the lowest temperatures recorded are in Raja, Western Bahr El Ghazal which went as low as 6 degree Celsius.

Juma Mohammed: “Dongola was mostly affected and then moved to South Darfur, to Western Bahr el Ghazal  and entered Juba and then to Uganda. It is for the first time something like this is happening, the lowest temperatures of 6 degrees recorded in Raja. This only happened in 1998. And that is why there was lower temperature or cold, this is the impact of atmospheric pressure moving from the north to the South.”  

Radio Miraya reported earlier that South Sudanese refugees in Khartoum are battling cold temperatures and are in need of shelter and clothing.  

The SPLM party secretariat of Central Equatoria State is to start the process of updating its party register, ahead of the National party congress. 

Members of SPLM State Secretariat are meeting in Juba to prepare for the National Congress to take place in Juba soon. 

SPLM Secretary in Central Equatoria, Jackson Abugo says the updating will open up the party to new members and act as a head count of the existing party members. 

Western Equatoria State has released results of last year’s Primary Leaving Examinations, with a marked decline in performance.  

State Minister for education, Pia Phillip Michael says of the 2,000 candidates who sat, only 1,400 passed the exams.  He adds that Ibba County registered the best performance. 

Pia Phillip: “We had 2,401 candidates who sat and out of this number, 1409 candidates have passed. We have realized a decline in the performance in the year 2014 compared to 2013 of about 10 per cent. Out of the 10 counties, Ibba emerged the best. All the candidates who sat there all passed while Ezo County is number 10 with only 33.3 per cent. In terms of the best students who performed very well number one is Musa Males Lexon from Usumo Primary School in Yambio County he got 360 out of 400”.

In regional news, voters in Zambia are going to the polls in a presidential election caused by the death of Michael Sata last year.

The vote is expected to be a close contest between Edgar Lungu from the governing Patriotic Front and Hakainde Hichilema from the United Party for National Development. 

Media reports say the winner will serve out the remaining 18 months of Michael Sata's term.

Zambia is due to hold a general election in 2016.
And in sports, in yesterday’s Africa Cup of Nations games, Ghana suffered a late defeat to Senegal in their Group C match.  

Senegal won the match after scoring in injury time, to claim a 2-1 victory over the Ghanaians. In the second Group C match, Algeria beat South Africa 3-1. 

The scores put Algeria and Senegal at the top of the group table, with 3 points each. 

In today’s matches, Ivory Coast take on Guinea at 7pm and Mali face Cameroun at 10 o’clock. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· Government says it is capable of conducting elections in June without external financial support

· Oil facility burnt in Unity State

· Western Bahr el Ghazal state Governor dissolves entire cabinet

End of Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo. 
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