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Good afternoon. It is 5 o’clock and I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news.
The Headlines:
· Hundreds march in Juba, protesting weekend attack on Northern Bari Payam
· Government says it is capable of conducting elections in June without external support
· Oil facility burns in Unity State
Hundreds of people have today stormed the streets of Juba protesting against the killings in Kworijin village, of Northern Bari payam.  

An estimated 10 people died following the raid in Kworijin by armed gunmen on Sunday.  

The protestors who were crying and praying marched from the National Legislative Assembly to Juba town center then later proceeded to the University of Juba demanding the release of the bodies of the people that died in the attack.  

One of the key protestors, former Juba Mayor Mohammed Al Hajji Babala, who is also a member of the Northern Bari community, is asking for government to provide protection for its citizens.  

More than 400 people, mostly women and children, who fled the attack are camped at Juba One Primary school.

The Foreign Affairs Ministry says the government is capable of conducting elections in June without external financial support. 

United States Ambassador to South Sudan Charles Twinning last week announced that his government would not support the 30 June elections.  

Ambassador Twinning said the US would support any electoral process organized after the formation of an interim government. 

The spokesperson of the Foreign Affairs Ministry, Mawein Arik Makol, told Radio Miraya that the elections will go ahead on 30 June as planned with government financing. 

Mawein Arik Makol: “On budgeting, of course the government is capable of doing all it can now to fulfill that and be able to carry out the elections. Indeed we were looking for support but if the countries choose not to support the elections that will not stop the process this government is doing to carry out the elections on time. We will still go ahead and do the elections and will still finance it. Hopefully by June we should be able to complete what we need to complete an election.”  

Meanwhile UK Ambassador to South Sudan, Ian Hughes says the time frame will not allow for successful elections. 

Speaking on Radio Miraya this morning, Ambassador Hughes highlighted constitutional and organizational challenges.

Ian Hughes: “Our view is that given all the constitutional and legal difficulties, given all the resource implications with the problems of financing the election, problems of training the people that have to organize the election, the problems of establishing where all the voters’ centers should be the problems of identifying who the voters are; where they are? Where they should vote all of this is such that it is very difficult to envisage a successful election in June.”     

An oil facility has been burnt in Unity State.  

State Information Minister Peter Makur Malual confirms the development and says the fire at the oil facility in Pariang County started last night and was still burning by this morning.  

Makur accuses opposition forces of attacking the installation. 

The Minister is calling on the national government and oil companies to assist in putting out the blaze.

Spokesperson of the opposition military wing, Brig. Lul Ruai Koang when contacted by Radio Miraya said he had no information concerning the burning of the oil facility.  

Army spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer condemned the attack.  

A peace campaign, urging an end to the cycle of violence continues in Lakes State.  

The delegation led by Archbishop of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan and Sudan, Daniel Deng Bul, has already visited a number of cattle camps in different counties, gathering the views of youth on how to address the current insecurity in Lakes State.  

Archbishop Deng is calling for more efforts in ending the cycle of violence. 

Archbishop Daniel Deng: “We are asking the young people in the cattle camp that they should give a chance to the government give a chance to the peace loving people to come among them and then address issues which they have raised  if they could allow that to happen. Actually the way they talk, they are really are one people. They are not angry among themselves but some people made them fight. If efforts are made, for sure Rumbek will be in peace very soon.”

The peace campaigners are on a 14 day tour of Lakes state spreading messages of peace to communities plagued by inter-communal clashes.  

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The Governor of Western Bahr El Ghazal State has shuffled his cabinet. 

In a decree issued on Monday, Rizik Hassan Zakaria maintained his Deputy and brought in five new faces. 

Radio Miraya reporter in Wau, Michael Wondi is here with more. 

Michael Wondi: “Zakaria Joseph Garang has been maintained as the Deputy Governor and Minister of Physical Infrastructure, Ms. Lilian Valentino maintained as the Minister of Finance, Dr. Isaac Cleto maintained as the Minister of Health, Mr. Michael Madut Chan has been shifted from the Ministry of Education to the Ministry of Agriculture, Dr. Adil Athanasio shifted from the Ministry of Agriculture to the Ministry of Education. Mr. Angelo Taban Biajo appointed minister of Local Government, Rudolf Andrea appointed Minister of Youth and Sports, James Ernest Makuei the Minister of Trade and Cooperatives, Ms. Mary Caroline the Minister of Information, Ms. Neima Abbas the Minister of Gender, Child and Social Welfare, Mr. Andrea Ahamed Bawal the Minister of Public Service. The Governor also issued another decree creating a Commission of Arts and Culture and the appointment for this commission is yet to be made’. This is Michael Wondi reporting from Western Bahr El Ghazal State.”

As the dry season sets in, representatives from the Dinka Malual and Misseriya communities have expressed their commitment to supporting a peaceful migration of Rizeigat nomads from Eastern Darfur into Dinka Malual local lands in Northern Bahr el Ghazal state. 

This commitment was announced during the opening of a three-day pre-migration conference in Nyamlel Town of Aweil West County, Northern Bahr El- Ghazal State. 

The Deputy Paramount Chief and Head of the Rizeigat delegation, Mohamed Banani, stressed the commitment to maintaining a peaceful co-existence between the Rizeigat and Dinka Malual.

Mohamed Banani: “What we want to emphasize is our commitment to this relationship and the evidence to our commitment to this is that, we and our Dinka Malual relatives adhere to organize a conference every year, not because we want to renew the relationship but to basically confirm this relationship.” 

Meanwhile the Paramount Chief of Greater Gomjueer Area of Aweil West County, Dut Majak Majak noted the commitment of the Rizeigat delegation that made a 40 hour trip in the interest of peace. 

Dut Majak Majak: “The people who have come along the roads, the long roads through the bush of Daen until they reached this place. We thank them because they come from long distances. If they were not people who stand for peace, they would have not come up to this place, this is because they are the people of peace. Let us endure the difficulties go ahead with peace.”
Pre-migration conferences are held between December and January every year to review the previous agreements signed between the Dinka Malual of Northern Bahr el Ghazal and the Rizeigat of Eastern Darfur States.

Traders in Jonglei state have received five million US dollars in letters of credit. The letters have been deposited on the accounts of 41 companies. 

The letters of credit issued by the National government allow the traders to purchase dollars from commercial banks. 

A coordinator in the state chamber of commerce, Muzee Ayuel Arok ,is urging the government to closely follow up the distribution process. 

Ayuel Arok: “Some people are taking the letters of credit, but they are using black market rate. These things need government control, because they are cheating our government. People take letters of credit and claim to be getting dollars from the black market. You are lying to the government. The government should monitor who is taking letters of credit and who is getting dollars from the black market because you cannot differentiate. There are now no whole sellers and no retailers – they are all retailers in South Sudan and some companies are getting letters of credit at the rate of the bank”.

A committee comprising officials from the Finance Ministry and the Central Bank was set up in 2013 to regulate the distribution of dollars through issuing letters of credit to companies. 

This was after the business community raised complaints on the lack of hard currency on the market. 

In regional news, police in the Democratic Republic of Congo have fired shots to disperse thousands of demonstrators protesting against claims that President Joseph Kabila is seeking to extend his rule. 
Four people have been killed in the protests in the Capital Kinshasa. Students burned tyres and barricaded the road leading to the University of Kinshasa. 

The country’s senate is set to debate a bill that would require a census before 2016 elections. 

Critics say any census would take at least four years and is a ploy to extend President Joseph Kabila's tenure beyond the end of his mandate.
Kabila won elections in 2006 and 2011 and is constitutionally ineligible to stand for a third term.
Onto sports, we start with results from this morning’s counties football tournament going on in Torit, Eastern Equatoria State. 

In the first match, Torit County managed a 2-1 win over Budy County at the Lobong playground, while Ikwatos FC and Kapoeta North FC ended their match in a 2 all draw.  

In the third game, Lopa FC beat Kapoita south 2-nil.  

Today Lafon FC take on Magwe FC at Freedom square and at Lobong playground Torit FC faces Kapoeta East.

And, in today’s Africa Cup of Nations matches, Ivory Coast take on Guinea at 7pm.  In the second Group D match, Mali face Cameroun at 10 o’clock. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Hundreds march in Juba, protesting weekend attack on Northern Bari Payam
· Government says it is capable of conducting elections in June without external support
· Oil facility burns in Unity State
End of Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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