	NEWS BULLETIN SCRIPT
	Wednesday, January 21, 2015


21 Jan 2015

Good afternoon. It is 1 o’clock and I am David Lukan with Radio Miraya news.
The Headlines:
· President Kiir to sign document for possible reunification of SPLM party factions
· Protestors storm Juba streets over Kworijik killings
· Lakes state caretaker governor bans wearing of jackets, as a security measure
President Salva Kiir heads to Arusha Tanzania for the possible signing of a draft document aimed at reunifying the SPLM party factions.  

The Presidential Press Secretary, Ateny Wek Ateny, told Radio Miraya that the signing of the document will have significant impact on reaching a comprehensive peace agreement between the warring parties.

He says when the agreement is signed it will be used as a basis to reach final peace deal. 

Ateny Wek Ateny: “The significance of this is that it will be a milestone towards the comprehensive peace agreement that can be signed between the warring parties in any moment after the signing of the intra-party dialogue agreement. The same negotiating teams in Addis Ababa are the ones now going to Arusha to sign that intra party dialogue agreement. If they sign it then they will use it as the basis and as a framework from which to conclude other agreements that are actually remaining pending.”   

An estimated 10 people are believed to have been killed in an attack by gunmen on Kwirojik village of Northern Bari payam.  
Hundreds of people stormed the streets of Juba on Tuesday, protesting against the Sunday attack and demanded for the release of the bodies of those killed. 
Central Equatoria State Minister, Suba Samuel, says the violence was a result of tensions between pastoralists and farming communities.  
He says security has been stepped up in the area to allow the displaced return to their homes.

Radio Miraya spoke with one of the protestors who shared his story.

Protestor One: “I was called and told that my cousin had been shot in his leg. I talked to the police and asked him to go and rescue him, they told me they had not been given orders to enter the village and he bled to death.  Again, on our way back we found one of the security personnel communicating with the people and as we were traveling in his car we fell into an ambush. Then he talked to the attackers and said I was one of them, and we were released, otherwise we would have been killed.” 

Former Juba Mayor Mohammed Al Hajji Baballa, who is also a member of the Northern Bari community, was part of the protest.  Baballa urged the government to ensure the protection of its citizens.  

Mohammed Al Hajji Baballa: “The government has to take things very serious and the rescue must be in time. The first day it was only three people killed, but just because of the delay, continuous killing happened and we lost another six people.  This is just what we are seeing, but we don’t know how many people are in the bush because the area is completely empty and the houses are burnt.”

Up to 400 people fled their homes in Kworijik and are now seeking safety at Juba One Primary school following the attack.  

Wearing of coats and jackets has been banned in Lakes state, under new security measures announced by the Caretaker Governor Matur Chul Dhuol.

Addressing a peace rally at Rumbek Freedom Square, the caretaker governor said the coats and jackets have been used to hide guns that have become a major source of insecurity in the state.

Carrying of guns in Rumbek town has also been banned and cattle keepers have been ordered to keep their guns in the cattle camps.

The caretaker governor has tasked community leaders to encourage their youths to avoid carrying guns on the roads.  

The new security measures are seen as part of the efforts to restore peace and stability in Lakes state.

South Sudan is being hailed for making significant progress in eradicating guinea worm disease. 
Between 2006 and 2012, the number of new cases reported decreased by more than 90 per cent. The areas still affected are Eastern Equatoria and parts of Warrap State and Lakes States. 
Makoy Samuel is the Director of the guinea worm eradication programme in the Ministry of Health.  

Makoy Samuel: “South Sudan has done very well. We started the campaign in 2006. At the time, we reported more than 20,000 cases. If you see the number of cases we have in 2014, it is only 70 so basically we have reduced cases by 99 per cent since 2006. For the number of endemic villages, we have reduced from over 2,000 endemic villages in the ten states to only 13 with the beginning of 2015.”
The national ministry of health and its partners are meeting for the next two days to discuss the progress in eradicating Guinea Worm Disease. 
You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs is designing a national disaster risk management policy to respond to natural disasters.  

The process has started with consultations in all ten states on the risks and needs of the communities. 

Two-day consultations with stakeholders including the UN and other humanitarian agencies are currently underway in Central Equatoria. 

Banak Dei Wal, the Director General of Disaster Management says the discussions will also inform the communities on how to respond to emergencies.  

Banak Dei Wal: “What we do is that we must make sure that all the community are aware of where to go in case of disaster, so this consultation also identifies really who should be doing what in case of disaster. Whether it is a natural disaster or man-made disaster, all of us must be alert and we must be well prepared both administratively.”
The communities of Rumbek East County in Lakes State are facing a water shortage brought on by an influx of people fleeing sectional violence in neighboring counties.  
Local chiefs of Paloch Payam met with the State Ministry of Physical Infrastructure, Abraham Meen Kuc, and informed him that more than 400 households spread across nine villages are affected. 
 Kuc promised to have three bore holes constructed in the payam.  He also said the shortage is being experienced across the state.  

Meen Kuc: “Lakes State is one of the states among the states of South Sudan which had actually been going problem under terrible situation of having access to clean water. Previously UNICEF and OXFAM used to be the only international organizations helping in providing clean water, and later on we managed to reduce the number up to 305 – from 410 to 305 boreholes which are not functioning now. With this, as the state government, we have been trying to change the water conditions in Lakes State.” 

Authorities of Renk in Upper Nile state say the county hospital is in urgent need of medical staff.  

The county commissioner, Lual Deng Chol, says Renk Civil Hospital recently received nine tons of medicines from the National Ministry of Health, but there are no physicians to attend to the patients.   

Lual Deng Chol: “We have plenty of drugs, to the extent that we converted some offices into stores. These have been provided by our government. Our problem is the lack of medical staff. We don’t have any doctor. The infrastructure and drugs are available, but who can prescribe and distribute the drugs. The town is very big and medicines have reached clinics out of the town. Those working now are only medical aides. The only physician in the town works at the military hospital.”   

The former spokesperson of the National Football Association has been appointed Minister in the Western Bahr El Ghazal state cabinet.  

Rudolf Andrea was appointed Minister of Youth and Sports in a decree announced by the State Governor on Monday. 

 Andrea shared his plans with Radio Miraya.  

Rudolf Andrea: “We will try our best level to create a good environment to develop sports, and we will start from the young ones and we will try to reach the playgrounds to see the levels of the games. I am not talking only about football – we are talking about volleyball, handball and athletics. Surely, we will put our effort through relationships and we will try to bring sports equipment and distribute them to those who are practicing sports.”

The United Nations Security Council has described the transfer of Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebel commander Dominic Ongwen to the International Criminal Court as a positive step for international criminal justice.

The Council says Ongwen’s handover marks progress towards efforts to address the threat posed by the Lord’s Resistance Army rebel group. 

Ongwen, believed to be rebel leader Joseph Kony’s second in command, surrendered to forces in the Central African Republic last week and has been transferred to The Hague to face charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

And in sports, Torit FC beat Kapoeta East 2-1 in the ongoing counties football championship played last evening in Torit, Eastern Equatoria State.

Meanwhile, Lafon and Magwee ended their match in a 1 all draw, while Lopa County beat torit county 2-1 this morning at freedom square.

On to the  payams football tournament in Tonj North County of Warrap state, Mana Alor payam have been crowned champions after a 3-2 win over Kiriek Payam on penalties.

Mana Alor will represent Tonj North County in the upcoming counties tournament. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· President Kiir to sign document for possible reunification of SPLM party factions

· Protestors storm Juba streets over Kworijik killings

· Lakes state caretaker governor bans wearing of jackets, as a security measure

End of Radio Miraya news. I am David Lukan. 
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