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Good afternoon. It is 5 o’clock and I am David Lukan with Radio Miraya news.
The Headlines:
· SPLM factions hopeful of party reunification 

· South Sudan conflict features at Great lakes Parliamentary summit
· Equatoria youth propose solutions to ease tensions in Northern Bari payam
A document paving way for the reunification of the SPLM party is yet to be signed in Arusha Tanzania. 

The document, drafted during intra-party talks mediated by Tanzania’s Chama Cha Mapenduzi party deals with structural issues and leadership of the party. 
President Salva Kiir, opposition leader Riek Machar and representatives of the former political detainees are in Arusha for the signing ceremony.  

Speaking in Juba this afternoon, Information Minister Michael Makuei said reuniting the party is a step towards ending the conflict.  

Michael Makuei: “If we can reunite the party; if we can reunite the SPLM, then definitely there will be no reason for us to continue fighting any longer because all the issues that are outstanding will be resolved within the party. This was the understanding and this was the meaning of initiating the SPLM reconciliation in Arusha.”

Spokesperson of the SPLM in the opposition, Mabior Garang told Radio Miraya says the agreement reached will add leverage to the IGAD-mediated talks.  Garang describes this as the closet both sides have come to reaching an agreement.  

Mabior Garang: “There is still a lot that needs to be done, but I can say this is the closest that we have been to finding a solution to the conflict since January 2014. It is not to say it is in contradiction to Addis – we are not abandoning the Addis process. Since the crisis begun as a crisis within the SPLM and then spilled over then became a national crisis, we thought that if we are able to solve the SPLM crisis it would be able to help the Addis Ababa peace process.”
Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni as well as Kenya's Uhuru Kenyatta are also in Arusha.  

The security situation is South Sudan is one of the topics up for discussion at a Great Lakes Parliamentary conference underway in Nairobi, Kenya. 

Members of Parliament from the 12 Great Lakes member states are meeting till tomorrow to discuss political and security challenges in the region. 

The South Sudan delegation is led by speaker of the national legislative assembly Manasseh Magok Rundial. 

The chairperson of the assembly’s information committee, Thomas Wani Kundu, says the summit will listen to a report on South Sudan today.

Thomas Kundu: “In the introduction of the agenda yesterday, the key issues were about the security situation in three countries of Africa; that is the democratic republic of Congo, Central Africa Republic and South Sudan. These were the key issues that were discussed or introduced yesterday and as I am talking now, the agenda is listening to the report on the security situation of South Sudan.”
Youths from the Equatoria region have released a set of resolutions aimed at ending tensions between communities in Kworijik village of Northern Bari payam. 

At least 10 people were killed when gunmen opened fire in the village on Sunday. The clashing communities are believed to have been cattle keepers and the farming community.  

The youth, under their umbrella organization the ‘Equatoria Youth Union’ are calling for dialogue and the disarmament of communities. 

Daniel Abocha Ali is the Chairperson of the union, and read out their resolutions. 

Daniel Abocha Ali: “One, moving the cattle camps from the area in question to their respective places with immediate effect. Two, the perpetuators be identified and brought before the law as soon as possible. We also call for the disarmament of all the civilians and for the two communities to form committees comprising of elders women and youth to dialogue for peaceful coexistence, (as well as for) immediate deployment of police to the area to provide security to all the citizens. We urge the people of Central Equatoria not to politicize the communities but mobilize for peaceful coexistence.”

More than 400 people fled their homes and are seeking safety at Juba one primary school. Hundreds of people stormed the streets of Juba on Tuesday to protest the attack. 

The International Finance Corporation, the private sector arm of the World Bank, has stepped in to provide technical support to the country’s financial and banking sectors.  

The International Finance Corporation (IFC) will give expertise knowledge on loan policies and leases to Small and Medium Size Enterprises or SMEs. 

Jonathan Gigin, an official with the IFC, says the corporation has partnered with the Bank of South Sudan to draft a law on leasing.  

Jonathan Gigin: “We have actually drafted a law which we have presented to the Bank of South Sudan, which is actually the champion of this leasing initiative in South Sudan. The Bank of South Sudan has looked at it and is sending it to the Ministry of Justice, before they make their input and forward it to Parliament. What it means is that as IFC and as the World Bank group, we are partnering with the Bank of South Sudan to see how we can support both local and International banks which don’t have knowledge about leasing to see how we can build their capacity to be able to do leasing transactions.”

Wearing of coats and jackets has been banned in Lakes State under new security measures announced by the Caretaker Governor Matur Chul Dhuol.

Addressing a peace rally at Rumbek Freedom Square, the caretaker governor said the coats and jackets have been used to hide guns that have become a major source of insecurity in the state.

Carrying of guns in Rumbek town has also been banned and cattle keepers have been ordered to keep their guns in the cattle camps.

The caretaker governor has tasked community leaders to encourage their youths to avoid carrying guns on the roads.  

The new security measures are seen as part of the efforts to restore peace and stability in Lakes State.

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
High production costs have forced two Arabic newspapers off the streets. 
The Al-Mauqif and Al-Rai daily publications are complaining of high costs of printing and a lack of hard currency.

Mathiang Cirilo, the Editor-in-Chief of Al-Mauqif says the Universal Printing Press has raised its charges from 2 to 2.6 pounds per copy. 

Mathiang Cirilo: “The reason is that the owners of the printing press have decided to raise the printing costs. They say the papers and ink are being imported and they don’t have access to hard currency; they buy from the black market; so they had to increase the printing cost for a copy from 2 to 2.6 pounds.”

South Sudan is being hailed for making significant progress in eradicating guinea worm disease. 

Between 2006 and 2012, the number of new cases reported decreased by more than 90 per cent. The areas still affected are Eastern Equatoria and parts of Warrap State and Lakes States. 

The national Ministry of Health and its partners are meeting in Juba to discuss the progress in eradication of Guinea Worm Disease. 

In regional news, riots against plans to delay elections in the Democratic Republic of Congo have continued into a third day in the capital, Kinshasa.  

Schools and shops remain closed as the protests became violent. At least 11 people, including one policeman have so far been killed. 
Demonstrators say government plans for a census are a ploy to delay next year's elections so that President Joseph Kabila can remain in power. 

And in sports, Torit FC beat Kapoeta East 2-1 in the ongoing counties football championship played last evening in Torit, Eastern Equatoria State.

Meanwhile, Lafon and Magwee ended their match in a 1 all draw, while Lopa County beat torit county 2-1 this morning at freedom square.

On to the  payams football tournament in Tonj North County of Warrap state, Mana Alor payam have been crowned champions after a 3-2 win over Kiriek Payam on penalties.

Mana Alor will represent Tonj North County in the upcoming counties tournament. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· SPLM factions hopeful of party reunification 

· South Sudan conflict features at Great lakes Parliamentary summit

· Equatoria youth propose solutions to ease tensions in Northern Bari payam

End of Radio Miraya news. I am David Lukan. 
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