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Good afternoon. It is 1 o’clock and I am Agole Alex with Radio Miraya news.
The Headlines:
· SPLM delegation returns to Juba after signing agreement to reconcile party members
· Committee formed to investigate Kworijik killings
· Youth in Wau receive livelihood kits
President Salva Kiir and the government delegation at the Arusha talks have returned to Juba.  

The delegation arrived this morning after signing an agreement that is meant to reunify the SPLM party, paving way for the possible end to the conflict. 

President Kiir, opposition leader Riek Machar and representatives of the former political detainees signed the agreement in Arusha, Tanzania on Wednesday.   

The 12-page document that deals with structural and leadership issues could see the return of the group of G-11 former political detainees to the party. 

It was drafted during SPLM intra-party talks mediated by Tanzania’s Chama Cha Mapinduzi party. 

Speaking on return, Daniel Awet, the chairperson of the SPLM government delegation to the talks said the agreement will bring peace and add leverage to the peace negotiations in Addis Ababa.

Meanwhile, a political analyst says the SPLM’s next step should be to apologize to the people for damages and ensure full accountability for party members accused of committing crimes. 

Luka Biong, the Director of Centre for Peace and Development Studies at the University of Juba welcomes the signing of the agreement as a move towards addressing the root cause of the conflict which started in the party.  

Luka Biong says the SPLM should now open a new page and make fresh commitments to the people. 

Luka Biong: “The crisis we are facing is caused by all members of the SPLM.  A lot of damage has been caused. It is critical for the SPLM to open a new page and apologize to the people of South Sudan, but equally SPLM should commit itself also to the issues of governance within itself, particularly the issue of accountability and justice because these was committed by some members of the SPLM and these people should be brought to book.  Thirdly, the issue of economic crimes – I think a lot of things have been said about economic crimes being committed with impunity. It is important for the SPLM. It is a political investment for them to open that page with the people of South Sudan.”
A committee has been formed to investigate fighting that resulted in the death of at least 10 people in Kworijik village of Northern Bari payam.

The four-man team was formed by Central Equatoria State Governor Clement Wani Konga.

Radio Miraya’s Sworo Charles Elisha is here with more

Sworo Charles Elisha: “The committee headed by the legal advisor in the state government, David Charles Ali Bilal, is comprised of security and state government officials. The team is tasked with probing the root cause of the fighting and reporting their findings within 14 days. Suba Samuel, Central Equatoria State Information Minister, says the situation in Kworijik village is calm, but cautions the public against unnecessary travel through the area.”

Suba Samuel Manase: “These are the steps: One – immediate deployment of the police force on the ground and this force shall maintain its presence on the ground until we are certain there is no conflict. When I spoke to the Police Commissioner, the situation is reported to be normal and they advised those who are traveling to suspend their arrangements until they are able to confirm that the whole situation is normal.”
Sworo Charles Elisha: “Suba describes the weekend attack as an isolated incident between farmers and pastoralists and not an ethnic issue.  I am Sworo Charles Elisha reporting for Radio Miraya news.”
Meanwhile, youths from the Equatoria region have released a set of resolutions aimed at ending tensions between the communities of Kworijik village. 

The youth, under their umbrella organization the ‘Equatoria Youth Union’ are calling for dialogue and the disarmament of communities. 

Daniel Abocha Ali is the Chairperson of the union, and read out their resolutions. 

Daniel Abocha Ali: “One, moving the cattle camps from the area in question to their respective places with immediate effect. Two, the perpetuators be identified and brought before the law as soon as possible. We also call for the disarmament of all the civilians and for the two communities to form committees comprising of elders women and youth to dialogue for peaceful coexistence, (as well as for) immediate deployment of police to the area to provide security to all the citizens. We urge the people of Central Equatoria not to politicize the communities but mobilize for peaceful coexistence.”

More than 400 people fled their homes and are seeking safety at Juba one primary school. Hundreds of people stormed the streets of Juba on Tuesday to protest the attack. 

A boda-boda rider has been shot dead in the Munuki residential area of Juba.  

The commercial motorcycle rider was believed to have been heading to work, when he was gunned down at about 6 o’clock this morning.  

The attackers escaped with his motorbike.  

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Youth at the UN Protection of Civilian site in Bentiu, Unity State have received training in conflict mitigation. 

The training, conducted by the civil affairs department of the UN Mission, UNMISS, is meant to teach the youth to co-exist peacefully among different communities.  

The 20 youth leaders who attended the training are expected to pass the skills onto the other young populations in the camp. 

One of the participants, Isaac Rup Tekjiek says the training is beneficial.  

Isaac Tekjiek: “This is so important indeed because for young guy like me to live in peace, freedom and good life is so okay. I and other friends discussed how we can live in peace with our friends. I would like to tell other friends who did not come today (that) living in peace is something important … We came from different places where we are not safe, (but) safety simply means peace.”
The training was organized in response to increasing cases of conflict and crime related incidents at the Protection of Civilian site. 

More than 200 returnees in Western Bahr El-Ghazal state have received tool kits, to help them start livelihood and income generating projects.  

The kits include 16 computers, 8 motorcycles, furniture and stationery.  

The recipients underwent training at the John Bosco Vocation Center in Wau in various disciplines including masonry, tailoring, welding, auto mechanic, computer skills and carpentry. 

Wau town Mayor, Livio Bahara encouraged the students to make good use of the tools they received. 

Livio Bahara: “Our capacity building is very weak, and we thank the government of Japan for giving us a helping hand so that we can be able to raise the standard of our technicians, especially when they are so young like you people. After receiving your academic papers, I want you to concentrate your efforts on the use of the kits that have been brought for your future use. You should make proper use of them so that you benefit from them, your community will benefit from them and finally your state will benefit from these kits.”
The Don Bosco Vocation Center is a project funded by the Japanese government and implemented by the UN Development Program – UNDP.

The Lakes State government is engaging youth as law enforcement agents.  
The state security committee has mandated commissioners to work with the youth in the payams.  
State Minister for Local Government and Law Enforcement Ajok Ayoum Majak says the youth will work in administrative units.

Jok Ayoum Majak: “All the commissioners are working on that to form administrative police then we will give them some powers to collect firearms to keep them.  In a smaller payam, it is 50 and but in bigger payams, it is 70. This is why we are saying we want to organize administration police and the security of every payam: We don’t want to collect the firearms but if we collect them and take them away and something happens what will be say about it.  If we sign peace now with rebels, I think disarmament will be general issue in South Sudan not only one state”

Caretaker governor, Matur Chul Dhuol also announced measures banning the public from wearing jackets and carrying weapons in public. 
The caretaker governor said the coats and jackets have been used to hide guns that have become a major source of insecurity in the state.

In regional news, at least 42 people have been killed in three days of protests in the Democratic Republic of Congo over a proposed legal reform the opposition says would keep President Joseph Kabila in power beyond the end of his term in 2016.  

A rights group says most of the victims had been killed by government security forces as they took part in political protests. 

The government, which puts the death toll at 15, says most of the victims were shot by private security guards while looting.
And in the African cup of Nations tournament, the game between hosts Equatorial Guinea and Burkina Faso was marred by violence after supporters and police clashed before the start of the game.  

Fans threw stones and bottles outside the stadium in Bata, with police responding by firing smoke grenades. 

The violence, involving hundreds of fans, occurred as supporters were trying to enter the ground through a single entrance. The game ended in a goalless draw. 

In the second Group A game, the Congo Brazzaville beat Gabon one-nil.  
In today’s matches we see Group B teams Zambia take on Tunisia at 7pm while Cape Verde face the Democratic Republic of Congo at 10pm. 
To end the news, here are the headlines once again: 
· SPLM delegation returns to Juba after signing agreement to reconcile party members

· Committee formed to investigate Kworijik killings

· Youth in Wau receive livelihood kits

End of Radio Miraya news. I am David Lukan. 
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