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Good evening. It is 5 o’clock and I am Agole Alex with Radio Miraya news.
The Headlines:
· SPLM factions reunite
· Mobile eye clinic opens in Eastern Equatoria
· Dinka and Rizeigat communities agree on migratory conditions
Rival factions of the SPLM party have resolved to review contentious issues within the party’s constitution, as one of the reforms stipulated in an agreement signed on Wednesday.  

The document, drafted during intra-party talks mediated by Tanzania’s Chama Cha Mapinduzi party, speaks of structural changes to be made to reunify the party. 

The 12-page agreement was signed by President Salva Kiir, opposition leader Riek Machar and representatives of the former political detainees in Arusha.  

Speaking on return from Arusha, the spokesperson of the SPLM government delegation Akol Paul said the root causes of the disagreement will be addressed.  

Akol Paul: “This agreement of the reunification of the SPLM has got number of objectives. The main objective is to reunify all the groups of the SPLM back into one movement. And immediately take reforms in the party that will lead into reforms in the country. We have agreed in political issues on organizational issues and on leadership issues. All the contentious issues in the SPLM constitution will be reviews in the spirit of reconciliation and reunification.”  

Meanwhile, a political analyst says the SPLM’s next step should be to apologize to the people for damages and ensure full accountability for party members accused of committing crimes. 

Luka Biong, the Director of Centre for Peace and Development Studies at the University of Juba welcomes the signing of the agreement as a move towards addressing the root cause of the conflict which started in the party.  

Luka Biong says the SPLM should now open a new page and make fresh commitments to the people. 

Luka Biong: “The crisis we are facing is caused by all members of the SPLM.  A lot of damage has been caused. It is critical for the SPLM to open a new page and apologize to the people of South Sudan, but equally SPLM should commit itself also to the issues of governance within itself, particularly the issue of accountability and justice because these was committed by some members of the SPLM and these people should be brought to book.  Thirdly, the issue of economic crimes – I think a lot of things have been said about economic crimes being committed with impunity. It is important for the SPLM. It is a political investment for them to open that page with the people of South Sudan.”

The number of people fleeing Kworijik village of Northern Bari payam has risen to over 3,000. 

The village was the scene of fighting on Sunday when a group of armed cattle keepers stormed the area, triggering a fight with the farming community. 

An estimated 10 people are believed to have been killed in the fighting. 

Radio Miraya visited Juba one primary school where some of the displaced persons are seeking refuge. James Yacoub, Moses, is a representative of the displaced community, and tells us more.

James Yacoub: “Some of the people who brought us assistance include the commissioner of Juba County. Authorities of Northern Bari also brought us assistance. The Vice President also brought us some assistance. The number of people currently here is 3,959 totaling to 7,000 with the others in the Gezira area and other places we also received a report that all the remaining houses have all been burnt.”

A committee formed to investigate the fighting has been given 14 days to submit its findings.

A mobile eye clinic has been opened to treat trachoma patients in Eastern Equatoria.  

The clinic operated by the National Ministry of Health in collaboration with the Carter Foundation is providing free eye surgery to patients in Buddi and Laffon counties. 

The Director of Eye Care Service in the ministry, Dr. Ali Yousef Ngor, says the mobile clinic will be on the road till March.  

Ngor says Buddi and Laffon were selected as areas with the most number of trachoma cases. 

Yousef Ngor: “The programme began on 15 of January and will continue till 10 March, ending in Laffon County. There are two teams led by a surgeon carrying out operations on trachoma patients. They helped by team assistants as they visit the different Bomas. The teams will work in Laffon from 21 January to 30 January, but the problem we are facing is a lack of public awareness so that people come to the clinic. Trachoma is a disease which can lead to blindness and is transmitted by flies.”
A three- day conference between the Dinka Malual and Rizeigat communities in Aweil West County, Northern Bahr El-Ghazal state, has come up with a set of 18 resolutions to ensure both communities exist peacefully during the migratory season.  

Representatives from both communities have banned carrying of firearms in public and have directed for the vaccination of all cattle crossing from Sudan into Northern Bahr el Ghazal. 

They have also resolved for action to be taken against abductions of women and children. 

Northern Bahr el Ghazal State Caretaker Governor, Kuel Aguer Kuel urged the participants to adhere to the resolutions.  

The Dinka Malual and Rizeigat pastoralists of Eastern Darfur hold regular pre-migratory conferences to review previous agreements allowing the Rizeigat to graze their animals in Northern Bahr el Ghazal. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Youth at the UN Protection of Civilian site in Bentiu, Unity State have received training in conflict mitigation. 

The training, conducted by the civil affairs department of the UN Mission, UNMISS, is meant to teach the youth to co-exist peacefully among different communities.  

The 20 youth leaders who attended the training are expected to pass the skills onto the other young populations in the camp. 

One of the participants, Isaac Rup Tekjiek says the training is beneficial.  

Isaac Tekjiek: “This is so important indeed because for young guy like me to live in peace, freedom and good life is so okay. I and other friends discussed how we can live in peace with our friends. I would like to tell other friends who did not come today (that) living in peace is something important … We came from different places where we are not safe, (but) safety simply means peace.”

The training was organized in response to increasing cases of conflict and crime related incidents at the Protection of Civilians site. 

More than 200 returnees in Western Bahr El-Ghazal state have received tool kits, to help them start livelihood and income generating projects.  

The kits include 16 computers, 8 motorcycles, furniture and stationery.  

The recipients underwent training at the John Bosco Vocation Center in Wau in various disciplines including masonry, tailoring, welding, auto mechanic, computer skills and carpentry. 

Wau town Mayor, Livio Bahara encouraged the students to make good use of the tools they received. 

Livio Bahara: “Our capacity building is very weak, and we thank the government of Japan for giving us a helping hand so that we can be able to raise the standard of our technicians, especially when they are so young like you people. After receiving your academic papers, I want you to concentrate your efforts on the use of the kits that have been brought for your future use. You should make proper use of them so that you benefit from them, your community will benefit from them and finally your state will benefit from these kits.”

The Don Bosco Vocation Center is a project funded by the Japanese government and implemented by the UN Development Program ( UNDP).

The Lakes State government is engaging youth as law enforcement agents.  
The State security committee has mandated commissioners to work with the youth in the payams.  
State Minister for Local Government and Law Enforcement, Ajok Ayoum Majak, says the youth will work in administrative units.

Caretaker governor, Matur Chul Dhuol also announced measures banning the public from wearing jackets and carrying weapons in public. 
The caretaker governor said the coats and jackets have been used to hide guns that have become a major source of insecurity in the state.

In regional news, African nations threatened by Nigeria's Boko Haram have resolved to seek clearance from the U.N. Security Council for a multinational force to take on the Islamist militants. 

The leaders, who met in Niger, said the request would be presented by the African Union. 

The countries also agreed to move the headquarters of the proposed multinational force from the Nigerian town of Baga to the Chadian capital N'Djamena after Baga was seized and ransacked by Boko Haram fighters. 

The countries had agreed to create a multinational force to tackle the insurgents by last November but failed to contribute the troops.

And in sports, the African cup of Nations tournament continues today with Group B matches.  
In the first match Zambia take on Tunisia at 7 pm while Cape Verde face the Democratic Republic of Congo at 10 o’clock. 
All four team currently have one match point.  
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· SPLM factions reunite

· Mobile eye clinic opens in Eastern Equatoria

· Dinka and Rizeigat communities agree on migratory conditions

End of Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex.
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