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Good afternoon. It is 1 o’clock and I am Agole Alex with Radio Miraya news.
The Headlines:
· Political parties drag Elections Commission to court
· Cattle keepers asked to leave Kworijik village
· MSF facility bombed in Nuba Mountains
A group of political parties is taking the Elections Commission to court over the planned elections.  

The National Alliance, an umbrella of 18 political parties, including the SPLM-DC party, filed the injunction in the Supreme Court on Thursday.  

SPLM-DC party chairperson Lam Akol says they want court to block the commission from conducting the elections on 30 June, on grounds that the conditions are not favourable.

Lam Akol: “We are saying peace must come first. You cannot carry out elections when people are dodging bullets and people are facing hunger; when people are displaced and the communities are divided. These are not conditions that can create a good atmosphere for elections. The constitution also says before you carryout elections, you must have a population census. The same constitution also says the boundaries of constituencies for elections must be done according to the census, so can you select part of the constitution and leave the other part?”

Chairperson of the Elections Commission, Professor Abednego Akok says the court will decide.  

Professor Akok says the commission will in the meantime go ahead to organize the vote. 
Abednego Akok: “Definitely we are going ahead with the organization of elections until the court warrants that we should not continue. We will not argue much now because it is before the court and it may breach the court (regulations), but what we will say now is that let the court study the appeal and the court is free to decide what step they want to take.”
The African Union Summit opens in Addis Ababa today.  
The 10-day summit will open with meetings of the permanent representatives and the Executive Council before the Heads of State summit on Friday 30 January and Saturday 31 January. 
South Sudan is expected to come up during the Heads of State meeting.  

Rival factions of the SPLM party have resolved to review contentious issues within the party’s constitution, as one of the reforms stipulated in a reunifying agreement signed on Wednesday.  

The document, drafted during intra-party talks mediated by Tanzania’s Chama Cha Mapinduzi party, speaks of structural changes to be made to reunify and restructure the party. 

The 12-page agreement was signed by President Salva Kiir, opposition leader Riek Machar and representatives of the former political detainees in Arusha.  

Speaking on return from Arusha, the spokesperson of the SPLM government delegation, Akol Paul, said the root causes of the disagreement will be addressed.  

Akol Paul: “This agreement of the reunification of the SPLM has got number of objectives. The main objective is to reunify all the groups of the SPLM back into one movement. And immediately take reforms in the party that will lead into reforms in the country. We have agreed in political issues on organizational issues and on leadership issues. All the contentious issues in the SPLM constitution will be reviews in the spirit of reconciliation and reunification.”  

A signed copy of the agreement seen by Radio Miraya authorizes the party to call an extraordinary convention for the sole purpose of passing pending documents to facilitate its registration as a political party. 
You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The Commissioner of Terekeka County is calling on cattle-keepers grazing their animals in the Kworijik village of Northern Bari payam to return to their homes.  

This follows weekend fighting in which at least 10 people were killed when the herders clashed with the farming community. 

Radio Miraya’s Sworo Charles Elisha has more in this report.

Sworo Charles Elisha: “Terekeka County Commissioner Jacob Gore Samuel made the call alongside six chiefs of the Mundari community. They jointly condemned the weekend fighting that left at least 10 people dead and thousands others displaced. The Commissioner said a full investigation will be launched and the perpetrators will be brought to book. Gore urged all the cattle-keeping communities to return to their places of origin to end tensions over grazing land.” 

Jacob Gore Samuel: “We have issued an order as a county authority together with the chiefs, the youth and my government. Those who have killed the people, including the cattle camp that has done this act; we are going to arrest these people. If they enter town or they run where we shall arrest them. I have already ordered the cattle camp to identify the perpetrators so that we can bring them before the law. Why did they kill the youth?”

Sworo Charles Elisha: “The six chiefs of the Mundari Community who escorted the commissioner expressed regret for the killings and called on the Mundari cattle-keepers to return home. The Mundari leaders describe the violence as an isolated incident that was not organized by the Mundari community. I am Sworo Charles Elisha reporting for Radio Miraya news.”
Meanwhile, the number of people fleeing Kworijik village of Northern Bari payam has risen to over 3,000. 

The village was the scene of fighting on Sunday when a group of armed cattle keepers stormed the area, triggering a fight with the farming community. 

An estimated 10 people are believed to have been killed in the fighting. 

Radio Miraya visited Juba one primary school where some of the displaced persons are seeking refuge. James Yacoub, Moses, is a representative of the displaced community, and tells us more.

James Yacoub: “Some of the people who brought us assistance include the commissioner of Juba County. Authorities of Northern Bari also brought us assistance. The Vice President also brought us some assistance. The number of people currently here is 3,959 totaling to 7,000 with the others in the Gezira area and other places we also received a report that all the remaining houses have all been burnt.”

A committee formed to investigate the fighting has been given 14 days to submit its findings.

A mobile eye clinic has been opened to treat trachoma patients in Eastern Equatoria.  

The clinic operated by the National Ministry of Health in collaboration with the Carter Foundation is providing free eye surgery to patients in Buddi and Laffon counties. 

The Director of Eye Care Service in the ministry, Dr. Ali Yousef Ngor, says the mobile clinic will be on the road till March.  

Ngor says Buddi and Laffon were selected as areas with the most number of trachoma cases. 

Yousef Ngor: “The programme began on 15 of January and will continue till 10 March, ending in Laffon County. There are two teams led by a surgeon carrying out operations on trachoma patients. They helped by team assistants as they visit the different Bomas. The teams will work in Laffon from 21 January to 30 January, but the problem we are facing is a lack of public awareness so that people come to the clinic. Trachoma is a disease which can lead to blindness and is transmitted by flies.”

A three day conference between the Dinka Malual and Rizeigat communities in Aweil West County, Northern Bahr El-Ghazal State, has come up with a set of 18 resolutions to ensure both communities exist peacefully during the migratory season.  

Representatives from both communities have banned carrying of firearms in public, and have directed for the vaccination of all cattle crossing from Sudan into Northern Bahr el Ghazal. 

They have also resolved for action to be taken against abductions of women and children. 

Northern Bahr El-Ghazal State Caretaker Governor, Kuel Aguer Kuel urged the participants to adhere to the resolutions.  

The Dinka Malual and Rizeigat pastoralists of Eastern Darfur hold regular pre-migratory conferences to review previous agreements allowing the Rizeigat to graze their animals in Northern Bahr el Ghazal. 

Western Bahr El Ghazal State Governor Rizik Hassan Zakaria has announced more changes to his cabinet. 

The changes come just one week after he announced a cabinet reshuffle.

Michael Wondi is here with more
Michael Wondi: “In a decree issued on Thursday, State Minister for Information Derik Alfred Uya has been appointed commissioner for the Commission of Arts and Culture. Public Service Minister Monica Sabino Madut has been appointed Director General for the Ministry of Trade and Cooperatives. The Director of Gender in the Ministry of Eeducation, Ann Daniel Ali, has been named Director General for the Ministry of Gender, Child and Social Welfare replacing Colleta Aku who had been appointed earlier to this post. I am Michael Wondi reporting for Radio Miraya in Western Bahr El Ghazal State.”
In regional news, medical charity organization, Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) has accused the Sudanese Air Force of bombing a hospital in the Nuba Mountains. 

MSF Head of Mission, Marc Van der Mullen, condemns the bombing of the Frandala Hospital on 20 January, calling it a deliberate attack on civilian hospital structure.

Approximately 150 patients and staff were in the hospital when a fighter jet dropped 13 bombs; two of which landed inside the hospital. 

One MSF staff and one patient were injured and property was damaged.

Nigeria’s electoral commission has been advised to delay next month’s elections.  

The country’s national security adviser says more time is needed for voter card distribution. 

The security chief also says neighboring Chad is sending troops to help fight Boko Haram militants which may complicate the vote.

The polls, scheduled for 14 February, are the first in Nigeria to require voters to have biometric cards.

And in the Africa Cup of Nations tournament, Tunisia climbs to the top of Group B after a 2-1 win over Zambia.  

The Zambia coach has criticized his team for selfish play. 

The Copper Bullets missed several chances before they were undone by two late goals, to leave them bottom of Group B. 

In the second Group B match, Cape Verde and the DR Congo settled for a goalless draw, 
In today’s matches, Ghana takes on Algeria at 7 o’clock, while South Africa meets Senegal at 10. 
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Political parties drag Elections Commission to court

· Cattle keepers asked to leave Kworijik village
· MSF facility bombed in Nuba Mountains
End of Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex.
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