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Good evening. It is 5 o’clock and I am David Lukan.
The Headlines: 

· SPLM party convenes extraordinary Liberation Council meeting 

· Thirteen killed in Raja County ambush
· Pastoralists start leaving Mundri, Western Equatoria state

The SPLM party is holding an extraordinary National Liberation Council meeting. 

The meeting was called by party chairperson, President Salva Kiir to brief party members on the Arusha agreement, signed by all three party factions last week.  

The meeting is being attended by members of the political bureau, secretaries and deputy secretaries. 

SPLM ministers and deputies, chairpersons and deputy chairpersons of commissions and members of the party’s parliamentary caucuses will also attend. 

The meeting comes ahead of the next round of IGAD peace talks in Addis Ababa.

Thirteen people are confirmed dead in a road ambush on the convoy of the commissioner of Raja County, in Western Bahr El-Ghazal State.  

County Commissioner Maru Adama James, who was in one of the vehicles, was injured in the attack on Sunday morning. Among the victims were five journalists from Raja FM, including its acting director. 

Commissioner Maru Adama James describes what happened.

Maru Adama: “I was on an official trip to a place called Sepo to check on people were attacked by Tontog who killed their children and wounded others. We checked on them and brought an ambulance to transport them to Raja Hospital. While returning back we fall into ambush between Mangayat and Sepo. The first attack was on my car then on the guard’s car and then the one behind me which had the journalists. They killed all of them and burned them.”  

The army is accusing the Ugandan Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebel group of being responsible for the ambush in Raja.

SPLA spokesperson Col. Philip Aguer says the weapons and methods used are similar to those witnessed in previous attacks by the terrorist group in Northern Uganda. 

Col. Philip Aguer: "The way of murder by using machetes and cleavers are known to the LRA process, as well as by burning the bodies. It is a terrorist act linked to barbarism acts committed by the LRA forces in northern Uganda or within Southern Sudan. This is a simple indication that this work was carried out by the LRA. The preliminary information we have is the LRA forces are the ones responsible." 

He says military leadership has sent a force to secure the area and hold a preliminary investigation into the incident.   
In another development, the SPLA says opposition forces have launched an attack on Imtidad market, north east of Renk town in Upper Nile State. 

Aguer says the opposition forces attacked the market this morning. 

Aguer Renk: "On 26 January, the rebel forces attacked the market located between Halka and Jouda, north of Renk city. The platoon that was securing the market pulled out after the attack on the headquarters of the battalion in Halka. SPLA leadership in Renk area are trying to restore security. What is known is that the target of this attack is looting the property of traders because it was on the market and not a military zone.”    

Opposition forces were not available for comment.  

A week after a peace conference between farmers and cattle keepers was held in Mundri West County the cattle herders have started moving their animals back to their areas of origin.   

A peace conference convened two weeks ago resolved that the herders should leave the Mundri area by the 9 February 2015.

Agole Alex has more in this report 

Agole Alex: “One of the major resolutions of the conference is to allow safe and peaceful repatriation of the cattle communities to their home states following tensions between the two communities in recent months.  Executive Director of Mundri West County, John Keliopa has not confirmed the number of pastoralists who have left so far, but says calm has started to return in the area. Keliopa says a peace awareness campaign on peaceful co-existence is going on between two groups alongside the repatriation.  In other news one person was killed by unknown gunmen in Bagolo Payam in Mundri County.  The victim was part a group pf youth who were visited a stream to collect water when they came under attack.  I am Agole Alex for Radio Miraya News.” 

Police is to release an annual crime report, detailing crimes reported against the Police over the past year.  

The 2014 report highlights cases reported by the public against the police across the ten states. 

Police spokesperson James Monday Enoka says the report is meant to make the police force accountable to the public.  

Enoka says final touches are being put on the document which will eventually be made public.  

Monday Enoka: “The report which will be made known to the public very soon will show the public how police personnel have been actually made accountable, dismissed, sent to prison during the last 12 months. Within the next few days, I think I will release this report when it comes to my desk. We want to make the public know that the police is accountable to the people and accountable to the law. Of course there is no body above the law and that is one of things that must be made known. We are talking about (the period) from January to December. I have been sending reports periodically but this time we want say what did we do.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
South Sudan and Kenya have signed a memorandum of understanding for the extension of a fiber optic line from Eldoret to Juba.  

The underground cable is expected to improve telecommunication and internet services. 

The project worth 15 million dollars is being funded by the World Bank. 

The agreement was signed by the South Sudan Minister of Telecommunications & Postal Services, Rebecca Joshua Okwachi, and Kenyan ICT Cabinet Secretary Dr. Fred Matiang’l in Nairobi. 

The Undersecretary of the Ministry of Telecommunication & Postal Services, Eng. Juma Stephen Lugga, explains how the fiber optic cable will benefit South Sudan.

Engineer Lugga: “We are a landlocked country and we are using microwaves for transmission, but when we change to fiber optics, it will reduce the cost and the speed of internet will be very fast. Telecom operators and internet providers will use the fiber optics and automatically it will drop the cost of communication. Shortly there will be details calling for expression of interest for those who are going to design the route from Juba through to our border with Kenya and Kenya will also do their part.”

United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has welcomed the SPLM reunification agreement signed by the three SPLM factions last week. 
Mr. Ban calls for its immediate implementation, particularly the recommitment of President Salva Kiir and Dr. Riek Machar to respect the cessation of hostilities agreement, and encourages the signatories to resolve the leadership issues of the SPLM. 
The Secretary-General is urging the parties to use the opportunity of the forthcoming IGAD Summit to reach a final agreement to end the conflict, including a power-sharing government and measures to address its root causes and ensure accountability.

Just days after a committee was set up to investigate killings that took place in Kworijik village, of Northern Bari payam, the communities in the area are being asked to find amicable solutions to their differences.  

Edmund Yakani, Executive Director of the Community Empowerment for Progress Organization (CEPO) suggests the two communities voluntarily hand over their weapons to the government.  

Yakani also urges politicians not to use the disagreements to further their political interests.   

Edmund Yakani: “Let us not politicize this crisis. I would like to urge our politicians to give our communities a chance. Let them address this problem because they are there forever and they are there to live for long period but sometimes because of our political leadership is not for long term. Let’s give the communities the chance. Let them mitigate. So my for me the fall goes back to the communities, these arms let us give them back to the government and let the government provide us with protection, because if we start using these arms against ourselves, then it will take away most of our lives at the same time it will destroy the social connections we have among ourselves like intermarriages that create peace and stability among ourselves as a community.”

The Ministry of Education says communities should work with the ministry to address challenges of learning spaces.  
The undersecretary in the ministry, Michael Lopuke, says the country has more than two million learners, but not enough schools.  

Lopuke suggests the building of more learning centres through community driven initiatives.  

Michael Lopuke: “Let us embark on low cost community school construction, whereby we get little support from outside in terms of iron sheets, nails and some other things and the community also contributes the available local materials that are at their disposal. In that way we minimize the cost of construction and will try to further or to expand the conducive learning space in the country.”
In regional news, in regional news, Nigeria's military has repulsed a new attack by militant Islamist group Boko Haram on a strategic city in the north east of the country.  

Army sources say soldiers fought hard to repel the attack in Maiduguri city. Dozens of militants and soldiers were reportedly killed during a major assault on the city. 

On Sunday, Boko Haram captured the north-eastern town of Monguno - the latest to be seized by the group.
And in sports, the SPLA sports and Education department is holding a sports day today (Monday) at the army general headquarters Bilpham – Juba.  

The activities include handball and football competitions.  The soldiers also ran a 14km marathon from Terekeka road to Bilpham.

Onto basketball, Malakaia won their game against Warriors by 74 to 67 points in the second round of the division one tournament at the Nimra talata basketball stadium in Juba.  

In other games, Black stars defeated Hilal team by 65-54 points

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· SPLM party convenes extraordinary Liberation Council meeting 

· Thirteen killed in Raja County ambush
· Pastoralists start leaving Mundri, Western Equatoria state
Radio Miraya news!
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