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Good afternoon. It is 1 o’clock and I am David Lukan.
The Headlines:
· President Salva Kiir to meet opposition leader Riek Machar
· Northern Bahr El-Ghazal State legislators vote to impeach Caretaker Governor 

· UNICEF receives more than 200 demobilized children
President Salva Kiir is expected to meet with opposition leader Riek Machar in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  

The two will meet this weekend, on sidelines of the African Union summit.  

The President’s Press Secretary, Ateny Wek Ateny, says President Kiir left for Addis this morning and will meet with Riek Machar to discuss the implementation of the intra-party Arusha agreement signed last week. 

Ateny Wek Ateny: “They will be discussing how to expedite the Comprehensive Peace Agreement in regards to the recent SPLM intra-party agreement in Arusha, which they both committed to implement in unitary spirit.  Meanwhile the IGAD leaders will also be attending so that they can also add pressure on the two leaders to ensure that this time the signatory is put on the comprehensive Peace agreement and bring peace back to South Sudan.”

Meanwhile, the SPLM party has endorsed a reunification agreement signed by the three party factions in Arusha, Tanzania last week. 

Party Chairperson President Salva Kiir and the government negotiating team to Arusha briefed party members in an extraordinary meeting held in Juba on Monday.  

Reech Malual reports.

Reech Malual: “The members of liberation council, political bureau, and parliamentary caucuses were asked by party chairman, President Salva Kiir Mayardit, to endorse the Arusha Agreement. President Kiir told the extra ordinary meeting that room should be allowed for its implementation. Meanwhile the spokesperson of the government’s negotiating team in Arusha Akol Paul says the agreement is in the interest of peace.”
Akol Paul: “This agreement is good for this country. It is good for this party, for the people of this country and for our leadership which is aiming for peace. We the SPLM we gave ourselves a name in Arusha Tanzania – SPLM Family (which is made up of) the SPLM, the SPLM former detainees and the SPLM in Opposition. Deputy party chair and Vice President, James Wani Igga says peace should be brought to the country at any expense.”
James Wani Igga: “Let us use all the solutions; all the tools in our hands to end this war, this war that was enforced on us let us now enforce peace through a meaningful political settlement.”

Reech Malual: “The agreement signed on the 21st of this month, suggests reviews of the party constitution as well as its leadership and structure as steps towards addressing root causes of the current conflict. I am Reech Malual for Radio Miraya news.” 

Members of the Northern Bahr el Ghazal State Legislative Assembly have on Monday impeached the Caretaker Governor.  

Kuel Aguer Kuel is accused of awarding a letter of credit contract worth three million US dollars to his son and the State Minister of Public Service.  

In an extraordinary sitting, 34 members voted in favor of the impeachment while 8 members voted against.

A member of the assembly, Achak Thiep Thiep, says the money was not approved by the assembly, as required by the state constitution. 

Achak Thiep Thiep: “More than one million can be approved by the assembly but now the caretaker governor has taken three million without the knowledge of the assembly. This is a crime against the constitution of Northern Bahr el Ghazal. Also the caretaker governor of Northern Bahr el Ghazal has also violated the constitution by appointing 12 advisors which is against the constitution of Northern Bahr El Ghazal.”

The State Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, Daniel Akol Diing, denied the accusations against the Caretaker Governor and described the charges as baseless.

Daniel Akol Diing: “This is a false statement and it is actually a baseless charge. On the Caretaker Governor’s behalf, the Minister of Trade and Investment, Honorable Kenyang Yai awarded this money to various companies of the state and to go and bring durra from neighbouring countries to the state because of crop failure last year. This is a false charge – there is nothing like this. The three million US dollars was awarded to the companies and we are witnesses. Very soon we will receive a lot of trucks of durra from the north and from Uganda because of the hiking prices in the market.”  

On January 6 2015, the Liberation Council of the SPLM at the state announced the dismissal of Caretaker Governor Kuel Aguer Kuel, as the party’s Secretary for Finance.

UN Children’s Organization, UNICEF, and partners have secured the release of about 3,000 children formerly of the South Sudan Democratic Front Cobra Faction of David Yau Yau. 

The demobilization of the children in Jonglei, is in line with an agreement signed by the Cobra faction and the government in January last year. 

Agole Alex is here with more

Alex Agole: “The first batch of 280 children has been released at the village of Gumuruk in Jonglei State. In a press statement, UNICEF says further phased releases of the other children will occur over the coming month. The children aged between 11 to 17 years have been fighting for up to four years and many have never attended school. They surrendered their weapons and uniforms in a ceremony overseen by the South Sudan National Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration Commission, and the Cobra Faction and supported by UNICEF.  The children are being supported with basic health care and protection services and necessities such as food, water and clothing as UNICEF works to trace and reunite them with their families. The UN Children’s Organization estimates the costs for the release and reintegration of each child is approximately $2,330 for 24 months. I am Agole Alex for Radio Miraya news.” 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Security has been stepped up in Raja, Western Bahr el Ghazal State, following an ambush on Sunday that left 13 people dead.  

The dead include five journalists, seven security officers and a driver whose bodies were burnt in the vehicle.  

The commissioner of Raja County survived with injuries.  

State Governor Rizik Hassan Zakaria says this is the fourth such incident in the Raja area in recent months.  

In an exclusive interview with Radio Miraya, Rizik Zakaria said the attackers employed hit and run tactics.

Rizik Zakaria Hassan: “Yes, actually these are people who are applying guerilla warfare. They are moving in small units like one platoon, two platoons. This group that is disturbing people in Raja is a small unit and they are using main roads where security personnel are deployed.  Our forces on the ground are intact, they have been well deployed.  You see such mobile units need a body that can follow them and comb the forest, that is what is going on”.

The Union of Journalists Association (UJOSS) has condemned the killing of the journalists.  

In a statement, UJOSS chairperson Oliver Modi is urging authorities at all levels to investigate and bring the perpetrators to book. 

The five journalists were working with Radio Raja, South Sudan Radio and the State Ministry of Information. 

The Western Bahr El Ghazal State assembly has been recalled from recess to vet the names of the new state cabinet.  

State Governor Rizik Zakaria Hassan presented the appointees to the state assembly, saying the vetting was urgent to allow the government deal with pressing security issues, including the Raja ambush.  

Rizik Zakaria Hassan: “We came to present the new government hoping that you will pass for us the government today to give us chance hand over the state to the one after me and I go to follow the situation in Raja. The cabinet presented to you, I did not form it alone – I consulted many parties. The last person I consulted was the Speaker. The assembly has internal wrangles and it has two committees, but in the presence of the two committees, if we present there will be controversy. That is why I called the Speaker, comrade Mayar and gave him the draft and he said congratulations, announce your government and bring us we will pass it.”
Speaker of the State Assembly Andrea Mayar Acho says a committee will be formed to scrutinize the credentials of the ministers, named in a cabinet reshuffle last week. 
Acho says the assembly will reach a decision by Wednesday. 

Juba County Commissioner Stephen Wani Michael is concerned about the plight of communities displaced from Kworijik Luri village, now settled at Juba One Primary School. 

More than 3000 people fled Kworijik after clashes erupted over grazing land two weeks ago. 

Speaking to Radio Miraya, Wani says the government is supporting the displaced with basic needs, but is concerned about what will happen when the school opens next month.  
Wani Michael: “We have given what we had then the state government also gave as did the national Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs as well as some officials from the Bari community. People have contributed individually and as government. So we are trying to make sure they get water and food. Our problem is they are accommodated in a school and soon schools are going to open. This is my worry now.”

In regional news, the Head of the African Union is calling on African states to swiftly and collectively act to curb the growing threat posed by Nigeria Islamists militants.    

Nkosazana Dlamini –Zuma says Cross-border raids into Cameroon show the dangers the Boko Haram poses. 

In an address to African leaders at the AU headquarters in Addis Ababa, Ms. Dlamini-Zuma said recent attacks by Boko Haram were deeply horrifying.

Nigeria has rejected AU or UN intervention to crush the insurgence saying regional armies are capable of dealing with the threat. 

AU Heads of State had agreed to include the conflict on the agenda of their summit, due to begin on Friday.
Onto sports, the SPLA Sports and Education department has conducted a one-day sports competition as part of their monthly sports programme. 

The Air Defense Unit took out first place in the walking race while the education department came in first in the 14 kilometer run.

Deputy Chief of Staff Chol Thon says the sports training is important for the development of the armed forces. 

Chol Thon: “I would like to say congratulations to the SPLA General Headquarters and to all SPLA forces for organizing this sports activities today. Sports is a part of training within the army and I am happy for today’s programme. We will support it. I want to say comrades next time will have more sports activities and development programmes and our army will be an example for all armies in Africa.” 

And, the Democratic Republic of Congo and Tunisia are the latest teams to move on to the quarter finals of the Africa Cup of Nations tournament. 

The two qualified after drawing one-all in their game, while Cape Verde and Zambia were eliminated after ending their game in a goalless draw. 
In today’s matches Senegal face Algeria and South African take on Ghana in Group C matches.  
Both games will be played at 9pm local time.  
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· President Salva Kiir to meet opposition leader Riek Machar

· Northern Bahr El-Ghazal State legislators vote to impeach Caretaker Governor 

· UNICEF receives more than 200 demobilized children
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