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Good afternoon. It’s one o’clock and I am David Lukan.
The Headlines:
· President Salva Kiir to meet opposition leader Riek Machar
· Western Bahr el Ghazal State legislator moves motion to impeach speaker 

· UNICEF receives more than 200 demobilized children
President Salva Kiir is expected to meet with opposition leader Riek Machar in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  

The two will meet this weekend, on sidelines of the African Union summit.  

The President’s Press Secretary, Ateny Wek Ateny, says President Kiir left for Addis this morning and will meet with Riek Machar to discuss the implementation of the intra-party Arusha agreement signed last week. 

Ateny Wek Ateny: “They will be discussing how to expedite the Comprehensive Peace Agreement in regards to the recent SPLM intra-party agreement in Arusha, which they both committed to implement in unitary spirit.  Meanwhile the IGAD leaders will also be attending so that they can also add pressure on the two leaders to ensure that this time the signatory is put on the comprehensive Peace agreement and bring peace back to South Sudan.”

Meanwhile, the SPLM party has endorsed a reunification agreement signed by the three party factions in Arusha, Tanzania last week. 

Party Chairperson President Salva Kiir and the government negotiating team to Arusha briefed party members in an extraordinary meeting held in Juba on Monday.  

Reech Malual reports.

Reech Malual: “The members of liberation council, political bureau, and parliamentary caucuses were asked by party chairman, President Salva Kiir Mayardit, to endorse the Arusha Agreement. President Kiir told the extra ordinary meeting that room should be allowed for its implementation. Meanwhile the spokesperson of the government’s negotiating team in Arusha Akol Paul says the agreement is in the interest of peace.”

Akol Paul: “This agreement is good for this country. It is good for this party, for the people of this country and for our leadership which is aiming for peace. We the SPLM we gave ourselves a name in Arusha Tanzania – SPLM Family (which is made up of) the SPLM, the SPLM former detainees and the SPLM in Opposition. Deputy party chair and Vice President, James Wani Igga says peace should be brought to the country at any expense.”

James Wani Igga: “Let us use all the solutions; all the tools in our hands to end this war, this war that was enforced on us let us now enforce peace through a meaningful political settlement.”

Reech Malual: “The agreement signed on the 21st of this month, suggests reviews of the party constitution as well as its leadership and structure as steps towards addressing root causes of the current conflict. I am Reech Malual for Radio Miraya news.” 

A member of parliament in the Western Bahr el Ghazal State Legislative Assembly has moved a motion for the impeachment of the assembly speaker.  

Abraham Dimo Cirilo, representing constituency number eighteen in Mapel, tabled the motion against Andrea Mayar Acho, accusing him of frequent absences, unnecessary waiving of members’ immunity and taking decisions without consulting the assembly business committee. 

Cirilo says the motion has been long overdue.  

Dimo Cirilo: “You know we have been lobbying for the impeachment of the speaker for the last three month and yesterday we came to the conclusion of lobby and were able to table the motion. Two thirds of the members have already signed against the speaker to be impeached and one part as per the law supported me - that is 16 people. The motion has to be given to the speaker within 24 hours which he had already found yesterday and this motion is supposed to be tabled within 14 days from yesterday.”
The speaker, Andrea Mayar Acho, was contacted by Radio Miraya but was not ready to comment. 

In Northern Bahrl el Ghazal State, members of the Legislative Assembly have voted to impeach the Caretaker Governor.  

Kuel Aguer Kuel is accused of awarding a letter of credit contract worth three million US dollars to his son and the State Minister of Public Service.  

In an extraordinary sitting, 34 members voted in favor of the impeachment while 8 members voted against.

A member of the assembly, Achak Thiep Thiep, says the money was not approved by the assembly, as required by the state constitution. 

Achak Thiep Thiep: “More than one million can be approved by the assembly but now the caretaker governor has taken three million without the knowledge of the assembly. This is a crime against the constitution of Northern Bahr el Ghazal. Also the caretaker governor of Northern Bahr el Ghazal has also violated the constitution by appointing 12 advisors which is against the constitution of Northern Bahr El Ghazal.”

The State Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, Daniel Akol Diing, denied the accusations against the Caretaker Governor and described the charges as baseless.

Daniel Akol Diing: “This is a false statement and it is actually a baseless charge. On the Caretaker Governor’s behalf, the Minister of Trade and Investment, Honorable Kenyang Yai awarded this money to various companies of the state and to go and bring durra from neighbouring countries to the state because of crop failure last year. This is a false charge – there is nothing like this. The three million US dollars was awarded to the companies and we are witnesses. Very soon we will receive a lot of trucks of durra from the north and from Uganda because of the hiking prices in the market.”  

On January 6 2015, the Liberation Council of the SPLM at the state announced the dismissal of Caretaker Governor Kuel Aguer Kuel, as the party’s Secretary for Finance.

UN Children’s Organization, UNICEF, and partners have secured the release of about 3,000 children formerly of the South Sudan Democratic Front Cobra Faction of David Yau Yau. 

The demobilization of the children in Jonglei is in line with an agreement signed by the Cobra faction and the government in January last year. 

Agole Alex is here with more

Alex Agole: “The first batch of 280 children has been released at the village of Gumuruk in Jonglei State. In a press statement, UNICEF says further phased releases of the other children will occur over the coming month. The children aged between 11 to 17 years have been fighting for up to four years and many have never attended school. They surrendered their weapons and uniforms in a ceremony overseen by the South Sudan National Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration Commission, and the Cobra Faction and supported by UNICEF.  The children are being supported with basic health care and protection services and necessities such as food, water and clothing as UNICEF works to trace and reunite them with their families. The UN Children’s Organization estimates the costs for the release and reintegration of each child is approximately $2,330 for 24 months. I am Agole Alex for Radio Miraya news.” 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Security has been stepped up in Raja, Western Bahr el Ghazal State, following an ambush on Sunday that left 13 people dead.  

The dead include five journalists, seven security officers and a driver whose bodies were burnt in the vehicle.  

The commissioner of Raja County survived with injuries.  

State Governor Rizik Hassan Zakaria says this is the fourth such incident in the Raja area in recent months.  

In an exclusive interview with Radio Miraya, Rizik Zakaria said the attackers employed hit and run tactics.

Rizik Zakaria Hassan: “Yes, actually these are people who are applying guerilla warfare. They are moving in small units like one platoon, two platoons. This group that is disturbing people in Raja is a small unit and they are using main roads where security personnel are deployed.  Our forces on the ground are intact, they have been well deployed.  You see such mobile units need a body that can follow them and comb the forest, that is what is going on”.

The Union of Journalists Association (UJOSS) has condemned the killing of the journalists.  

In a statement, UJOSS chairperson Oliver Modi is urging authorities at all levels to investigate and bring the perpetrators to book. 

The five journalists were working with Radio Raja, South Sudan Radio and the State Ministry of Information. 

Meanwhile, the United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) has strongly condemned the Raja ambush.  

In a statement, the mission is calling upon local, state and national authorities to investigate the incident and bring those responsible to justice. 

UNMISS extends its condolences and sympathies to the families of the deceased for the loss of their loved ones.
In regional news, Oxfam is calling for long term investments to help the three West Africa countries worst affected by Ebola to recover. 

The charity group says help is needed for three areas - providing cash to families affected by Ebola, investing in jobs and also supporting services like health, education and sanitation.

The plan is calling for investment from wealthy countries. 

More than 8,500 people have died in the Ebola outbreak; the worst affected countries are Sierra Leone, Guinea and Liberia.

Onto sports, Zalan FC has been crowned champs of the Governor’s football tournament in Lakes State. 

Zalan took the cup after beating Taharir FC 7-6, at Rumbek Freedom Square.  Official time ended in a one-all draw, before the match went into penalties.  

The match saw two players from Tahrir FC, including the goalkeeper, sent off for rough play.  

Lakes State Education Minister Dut Makoi says the tournament will be made an annual event to use sports as a tool for peace building.  

Dut Makoi: “This cup is called Governor Cup and it will be played on 26 January every year. I am happy with all players, all referees and the members of association for what you have done. I would want to give the winning team this cup. This is invaluable and its good for that team because they played well, as already been mentioned by the honourable commissioner for Central Rumbek. On behalf of the Governor of Lakes State and my behalf, I give Zalan this cup. For the other teams, we give you 2000 South Sudanese pounds for your efforts.”

And, the Africa cup of nation’s tournament continues today in Equatorial Guinea. 

Senegal faces Algeria while South Africa takes on Ghana in the Group C deciders.  
Both games will be played at 9pm local time.  
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· President Salva Kiir to meet opposition leader Riek Machar

· Western Bahr el Ghazal State legislator moves motion to impeach speaker 

· UNICEF receives more than 200 demobilized children
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