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Good evening. It’s 5 o’clock and I am Agole Alex.
The Headlines:
· Fresh clashes reported in Unity State
· David Yau Yau welcomes demobilization of former child soldiers
· Gunmen attack market in Maridi town
Authorities are in Unity State are reporting fresh attacks in Bentiu.  

Speaking from Bentiu, Deputy Governor Mabek Lang Mading says the shelling came from eastern and south eastern directions. 

Lang Mading: “The general situation in Unity State in the past two weeks was calm except yesterday when the rebels shelled the town of Bentiu. Around 6pm, they shelled Bentiu town from the east south east. No casualties have been recorded but our forces also managed to repulse them back to their position. This is what happened yesterday.”
The opposition has not responded to the allegations.

Meanwhile, the Deputy Governor confirms that an oil plant that was hit in an apparent attack last week was burnt to ashes. 

Mabek Lang Mading visited the Toma south oil facility in Pariang County and confirms that the oil plant was destroyed. 

Mading says the wells themselves are still intact but the facility itself is no longer operational. 

Lang Mading: “I visited it myself when I went to the field. I found the facility itself has been burnt down. Except for the wells which are ok and which have not been burnt by the fire, the facility itself is burnt down completely. The incident was to GPOC, the company operating in the area, and then to the Ministry of Petroleum and Mining.” 

The Toma oil facility is being operated by the Greater Pioneer Oil Company. 

The Chief Administrator of the Greater Pibor Area, David Yau Yau, has welcomed the demobilization of children from his forces. 

The children were recruited as child soldiers in Yau Yau’s South Sudan Democratic Army Cobra Faction, before the group signed an agreement with the government in May last year.  

Speaking exclusively on Radio Miraya, Yau Yau said the children should be given basic skills, opportunities for education and treated fairly. 

He says the children did not join his fighters willingly, but were forced by the situation. 

David Yau Yau: “Our concern is to make sure that they are provided with basic needs in term of maybe giving them educational opportunity to also go to schools and also given some vocational training. Otherwise if you don’t really don’t handle them properly, so mind to do with military is going to cause another problem if we are not careful. The best way is to provide them with their basic needs and to make sure that they go to school, they are treated in the way that human requires.”
More than 200 children, formerly with the Cobra Faction were demobilized in Gumuruk, Jonglei State yesterday and were handed over to UN Children’s organization UNICEF.

They are the first batch of 3,000 children who will be demobilized from the rebel ranks over the next few weeks.

Fatuma Ibrahim, UNICEF Chief of Child Protection, says the children will be accommodated at an interim center where they will be engaged in life skills programs. 

Fatuma Ibrahim: “UNICEF is going to work with the Greater Pibor Administration and the national government to insure that schools are started and for these groups of children. Actually, it’s going to be what we call an accelerated learning program. This is a catch-up kind of education where older people can come and instead of spending eight years in the primary school, they will only do four years, finish and if they do well they can go to secondary school. At the same time we will support the older children to get both an education but also to access some livelihood opportunities”. 

Similar demobilizations are expected to take place in Likuangole, Pibor, Labrab, Fertet and Pochalla.

Two people have been killed by gunmen in Maridi County, Western Equatoria State.  

Gunmen raided Watwat market in Maridi town on Tuesday evening, killing the two and injuring one other person.  

County Commissioner, Wilson Thomas Yanga, says investigations are ongoing. He explains what happened.  

Thomaa Yanga: “It was last night at about 8:35pm. Shooting erupted in a small market called Watwat. This went on for about five minutes. We found out that one person was injured and this morning we found two dead bodies on the ground. The bodies are now in the mortuary and later on, they will be handed over to the relatives for burial. We are working hard to trace those people and I am sure, to the best of my knowledge, that they will be able to be traced out and apprehended.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The South Sudan Council of Churches has named a new chairperson. 

The council’s former deputy chairperson, Rev. Peter Gai Lual, has been seconded as the new chair in a rotational policy of the six member churches.

Lual replaces Michael Taban, who served a four-year term. Rev. Peter Gai Lual, a member of the Presbyterian Church, says his priority is to ensure the churches work in harmony. 

Gai Lual: “At least to make the council move, you must have tools, man powers and competent people that can do the job and rule out any blame or any misunderstanding. Another issue that needs to be tackled is, of course, the role of the church. It is very clear that it is our moral authority obligation that we have to push those who think they are hardliners or not to listen to any human being to come to their senses. We are here to harmonize and to let the compromise goes this is the role of the church.”
A woman and her four children were shot and killed in an attack in the Abyei area. 

The attack took place in Agack village, south of Abyei on Monday.

The Chief Executive Officer of the Abyei administrative area, Boker Mayar Deng, says a ten-year-old boy was abducted, and more than 20 head of sheep stolen. 

Mayar Deng accuses the Sudan Armed Forces of carrying out the attack.

Mayar Deng: “This is the Sudan Armed Forces – no need to doubt this. We are sure of this and nobody can deny it. The Sudan Armed Forces are stationed in Keig area and the area is inside Abyei zone. These people killed young people. The dead were five – the oldest was a woman of 30 years. Others were a girl of eight years and a boy of seven years, another girl of four years and another girl of one year meaning the people killed were five.”
Radio Miraya is still trying to reach the Sudanese forces for comment.

Still in Abyei, education authorities have released results of last year’s Primary Leaving Examinations.

Six hundred and fifty seven students sat for exams. 

Chief Executive Officer Boker Mayar Deng says 366 students, representing more than 80 per cent of the candidates, passed. 

Mayar Deng: “Thanks God the results were announced yesterday and the rate of passing was good due to the efforts exerted by teachers. 83 per cent of the students passed the exams – not like last year – due to a better security situation.”
The council of ministers in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State has on Tuesday dismissed the impeachment of the caretaker governor, Kuel Aguer Kuel, and vowed to take the matter to the court of law.
The caretaker Governor was impeached on Monday by members of the State Legislative Assembly on accusations of awarding a letter of credit contract worth three million US dollars to his son and the State Minister of Public Service. 

State Minister of Information and Communications Wek Kuc Deng said the decision taken by the members of the assembly on Monday was not constitutional.

In regional news, the World Food Programme (WFP) is cutting food rations to around 150,000 refugees in Uganda because of insufficient funding.

The ration cut of 50 per cent comes as WFP struggles to raise an additional 30 million US dollars for its operations in Uganda for the next six months. 

The cut affects refugees who arrived in Uganda before 2013, and does not affect the 138-thousand South Sudanese refugees who fled in December 2013. 

WFP requires 7.6 million US dollars each month to support an estimated 383,000 refugees in 2014.

And in sports, Samuel Pawon is here with a wrap up:
Samuel Pawon: “The second division qualifiers football competition has kicked off in Yambio, Western Equatoria State. Mokong FC won the opening match in a 5-1 win over Gangara Emilia, while Super Eagles beat Super stars 3-1.

Eleven second division teams are competing in the two-week tournament. The first two teams will advance to the division one league. 

Onto basketball, Munuki beat Gudele 75-59 in a division one basketball game. The game was played at the Nimra Talata stadium last evening. 

Moving on to Warrap state a four day intensive training of coaches and referees is underway in Warrap State. A total of 26 coaches and 24 referees are attending the training in Tonj East. The four-day exercise has been organized by the state’s local football association. Poul Ajing Deang, a member of the association, says the aim of the training is to upgrade and improve football standards.” 

Paul Ajing Deang: “We have conducted four days intensive training. We give them the 17 referees’ laws and guidelines and also we trained the coaches on physical fitness. Now we are planning to have some training for referees and coaches in the state capital Kuajok next week. We have announced it on the state radio and television so that all those who are interested to be coaches or referees can be ready to join the training that will be organized by the local football association next week.”

Samuel Pawon: “In the African Cup of Nations tournament, Ghana and Algeria have advanced to the quarter finals of the Africa Cup of Nations tournament after securing wins in their games last evening. The Ghanaian Black Stars fought hard to beat South Africa’s Bafana Bafana 2-1, putting Ghana at the top of Group C. Meanwhile, Algeria beat Senegal 2-nil and finished second position on the table. Today, Ivory Coast take on Cameroon while Guinea takes on Mali in Group D matches at 9pm local time. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.”   

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· Fresh clashes reported in Unity State

· David Yau Yau welcomes demobilization of former child soldiers

· Gunmen attack market in Maridi town

End of Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex.
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