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Good evening. It is 5 o’clock and I am David Lukan with the Radio Miraya news. 
In the headlines:
· SPLM intra-party dialogue expected to resume in Arusha later this week

· Food and Agricultural Organisation notes improvements in food security levels
· Youth in Northern Bahr el Ghazal call for immediate release of State Advisor
An SPLM intra-party dialogue mediated by Tanzania’s Chama Cha Mapinduzi party (CCM) is expected to start in Arusha later this week.  

The talks will bring together the different SPLM factions in an attempt to iron out disagreements within the party that led to the current conflict.  
This will be the third round of Arusha talks, after discussions in October and December last year.  Akol Paul is the spokesperson of the SPLM delegation to the dialogue. 

Akol Paul: “When we had the first Arusha round of talks, we agreed on what is called the Arusha Framework. The Arusha Framework has got political issues, organizational issues and leadership issues in the party. As we go to Arusha, we are ready to dialogue. We are ready to create space and accommodate our brothers in the SPLM-IO and the former detainees, to come together and build South Sudan. There are so many rooms in the government of the Republic of South Sudan and there is no way any of us can say, there is no space for the SPLM-IO or the former detainees.  There will always be a space for any South Sudanese who wants to be part of the government or part of the SPLM.”
The Arusha talks are separate from the peace talks in Addis Ababa and are designed to address root causes of the internal crisis. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) says South Sudan has registered improved food security levels over the past few months. 

The organization says the number of people facing emergency levels of food insecurity has gone down from 4.5 million in May last year to 2.5 million.  

FAO Food Security Analyst, Evans Kenyi attributes the decline to efforts of UN agencies and other non-government organizations in providing humanitarian assistance to the affected communities.

Evans Kenyi: 
“This year has been very *** especially, although there has been a lot of fighting in some of the areas especially in Greater Upper Nile. The rains have been good and even a few people in those areas of Upper Nile that have cultivated were able to get a little food from their production. And then not to say only these areas, we (also) have some areas in Greater Equatoria there are really improving in terms of food insecurity.”

Greater Upper Nile, especially Jonglei and Unity states are however still areas of concern. 
Duk, Ayod, Canal and Fangak counties in Jonglei remain at emergency levels, while Rubkona and Mayom counties in Unity State still have limited humanitarian access.

FAO Head of Office in South Sudan, Sue Lautze says the conflict has a negative impact on the food security situation in the country. 

Sue Lautze: “You can see the tremendous damage that the fighting has done. The Rubkona Market does not exit, Malakal town is still very much a ghost town. We peace for these markets to come back and so that the food supplies can come in from the commercial sector.  We need peace because we need people to be able to stay home long enough and have confidence in order to plant the crops. It is a huge investment to open the land and plant the crop. If you feel like you are gonna have to run at some point, you are not going to make that investment. And if they don’t, then we are looking at much more malnutrition, much more disease related to the malnutrition and outright hunger and poverty for far too many South Sudanese.”

The body of veteran politician, Isaiah Kulang has been transported to his home in Yirol, Lakes State for burial.  Kulang died at a Khartoum hospital over the weekend at the age of 77 years.  

At the time of his death, Kulang was Chairperson of the Committee for Public Service and Natural Resources in the Council of States.  

The President’s Press Secretary, Ateny Wek Ateny, says Kulang will be greatly missed. 

Ateny Wek Ateny: “South Sudan lost a great man at a crucial time. We wish the Almighty had allowed him to see where South Sudan is heading. He witnessed the signing of the Addis Ababa Agreement and was one of the officials who helped the Anyanya Movement. He became a minister during the Addis Ababa Agreement and was elected three times and became commissioner for Greater Bahr El-Ghazal from 1974 to 1976.He was rejecting tribalism and his tribe was South Sudan. He is going to be buried in his birth place in Yirol town. If he were alive, he would not limit himself to one tribe.” 

The Leader of the Minority in the national parliament says the Elections Commission should advise the government against holding elections.  

Onyoti Adigo Nyikwec says structures are not in place and circumstances at the proposed time would not allow for a credible vote.  

Onyoti Adigo has accused the National Elections Commission of being partisan as it presses ahead with plans to hold the vote in June.  

Onyoti Adigo: “They want to please the government. It shows that now they are not neutral. If they talk about the elections, they should have been the people to advise the government that there is no election because of a, b, c, d.  And then they talk about election in June even, because already you are in the middle of rainy season. How will run elections in the places you are not going to reach? Elections in South Sudan are run in March, April, maximum May. So when they talk about running elections in Juba it means that they have certain hidden agenda.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news. 
Youth leaders in Abiem East, Northern Bahr El-Ghazal State, are calling for the release of a state advisor, who was taken into custody during an SPLM party meeting over the weekend.  

Peter Yel Deng was arrested along with Arkangelo Athian Teeng, a senior party member in the state, during an SPLM Liberation Council Meeting chaired by the party chairman Paul Malong Awan, who also doubles as the Army Chief of General Staff. 

The Secretary General of the Abiem Youth Association, Atak Dau Akol, is urging the state and national governments to ensure Yel Deng’s immediate release.  

Atak Dau Akol: “The State Advisor, Mr. Peter Yel Deng, is from our side. He was arrested on Saturday, when the SPLM liberation Council of the State was started. He was arrested and detained for almost three days. He is now detained in military detention in Wunyik. We are asking the government to release the State Advisor for development. We are not happy with that, as a community of Abiem East area.”

Northern Barh El-Ghazal State Spokesperson Wek Kuch has distanced the state government from the arrest, referring the matter to the SPLM party leadership. 

Wek Kuch: “As a government spokesperson, those who have been detained were not detained by the government. They were detained by the party leadership. There is no light of involvement of the government here. It was the special sitting of the SPLM 51, which was under the chairmanship of Paul Malong Awan. This is where these people were arrested because of some mistakes they have committed. It was the leadership of the SPLM, not the government. People are working. It was just a matter of misunderstanding, which is happening and that problem is solved. There is no thing now still in it.”

A South Sudan official handling Abyei has played down Khartoum’s plans to hold elections in Abyei.  

Deng Biong made the comments in response to Sudan’s move to hand out more than 5,000 cards bearing Sudanese National numbers to Abyei communities, ahead of the country’s elections slated for April this year.  

Deng Biong says although Abyei is still a contested area, the vote will not have a big impact.   

Deng Biong: "Of course there are some people who will benefit in such situations, and I know that some of our children who have weak hearts are with Khartoum, but the most important thing is if elections take place, where will the voters register? And if they have been registered they will vote like other Sudanese. That means they will probably vote for representatives in Jebra or Al-haji Yusuf.  If this is the case, we do not care. But we would like to emphasize that elections held within Abyei will not have any relationship with the government of Khartoum.  Proof of this is that Abyei was not a geographical constituency during the 2010 elections.”

Meanwhile, Deng Biong has accused the Sudanese government of backing a resettlement project of Misseriya tribespeople in Abyei, in violation of agreements signed between the Juba and Khartoum governments.  

Biong says the Khartoum government has been establishing fixed villages for the nomadic herdsmen in the area. He has asked the international community to intervene.  

Deng Biong Misseriya: “My message that I want to go to several sides; I start with the Government of South Sudan, UNISFA, the United Nations and the African Union: The Government of Sudan does not want to rush towards any final solution for the Abyei problem and this tactic is to buy time. Currently they entered into programmes outside the agreements on Abyei, for example, they have gone to the villages to localize Misseriya by building for them fixed houses. Now behind the Misseriya is the Sudanese government who violates these agreements.”

Sudan’s government is yet to respond to the claims. 

In regional news, the Uganda army has confirmed that a top commander of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebel group is in US custody.  
Uganda’s Army Spokesperson Paddy Ankunda says the surrender of Dominic Ongwen puts the LRA in the most vulnerable position.
Ongwen, believed to be deputy of rebel leader Joseph Kony gave himself up to US forces in the Central African Republic.

It is not clear whether he will be handed over to Ugandan authorities or taken to the International Criminal Court in The Hague where he faces charges of committing crimes against humanity.  

And in the international news, gunmen have attacked the Paris office of a French magazine, killing 12 people and injuring seven.

Two masked attackers opened fire with assault rifles in the office of French satirical magazine Charluer Hebdo, and exchanged shots with police in the street outside before escaping by car.

French President Francois Hollande said in a statement that there was no doubt it had been a terrorist attack. 

A major police operation is under way in the Paris area to catch the killers.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· SPLM intra-party dialogue expected to resume in Arusha later this week

· Food and Agricultural Organisation notes improvements in food security levels

· Youth in Northern Bahr el Ghazal call for immediate release of State Advisor

I am David Lukan. Thank you for listening.
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