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Good afternoon. It is 1 o’clock and I am Agole Alex with Radio Miraya news.
The Headlines:
· UNMISS releases Human Rights Report on violations in Bor and Bentiu
· Central Equatoria State Parliament endorses new cabinet
· Nine questioned over murder of Mundri security chief
The Human Rights Division of the United Nations Mission in South Sudan has released a report on the massacre of civilians in Bentiu and Bor in Unity and Jonglei states. 

The report documents allegations that armed opposition forces killed hundreds of civilians in the two towns in April last year.  

More in this report with Radio Miraya’s Sworo Charles Elisha. 

Sworo Charles Elisha: “The 33-page report states that opposition forces attacked Bentiu after they retook control of the town from government forces on 15 April 2014. According to the report, at least 287 civilians were killed at a mosque in the Kalibalek area of Bentiu by opposition forces after they regained control of the town. Reports indicate that many of them were Sudanese traders and their families who were targeted on the basis of their Darfuri origins. The report further states that at least 19 civilians were killed at the Bentiu Civil Hospital that same day. In a separate incident, the report states that at least 47 Internally Displaced Persons were killed in an attack by a mob on the UNMISS protection of civilian site outside Bor. The report states that the mob of men between the ages of 20 and 40 years forcibly entered the protection site on the 17 April to demand the expulsion of youths of the Nuer tribe. The report is based on physical evidence and interviews with 142 sources conducted by the UNMISS Human Rights Division. I am Sworo Charles Elisha for Radio Miraya news.”
UNMISS spokesperson Joseph Contreras says the UN Mission has called on both parties to undertake comprehensive and credible investigations into the alleged violations in order to hold perpetrators to account.

Joseph Contreras: “We want to see both parties looking into those abuses seriously and hold accountable any of all followers or any members of security services – that is in case of the government – who are found to have carried out such human rights abuses.”  

Civil society organizations are warning of a bigger humanitarian crisis. 

The groups, under their umbrella organization, “The Civil Society Alliance” are urging humanitarian groups to increase supply of food and non-food items to conflict affected areas.  Alliance spokesperson, David De Dau says the situation may worsen if nothing is done.  

David De Dau: “The humanitarian situation in South Sudan may worsen in 2015. Early warning signs are very much evident even during the Christmas season where many families celebrated the annual festival with empty stomachs and little hope for what to get tomorrow. The South Sudan Civil Society Alliance therefore calls upon all the humanitarian agencies to increase food and non-food item supplies to war affected regions in the country. The Civil Society also believes that the government has a responsibility in making sure that food security is a priority in South Sudan.”

Meanwhile, the leader of the minority in the National Legislative Assembly, Onyoti Adigo Nyikwec visited displaced communities in Upper Nile recently and describes their living conditions as “disturbing”

Onyoti Adigo: “I visited Malakal town in particular. Most of them are really malnourished. They are very thin because I think since September there was no food given to them. Sanitation itself – the place is horrible. Then we visited Wau Shuluk and when we went there it is also unfortunate that there are only 25 police with no guns. The place is really horrible – it’s not good. In fact there are very few International NGOs working there. Then from Wau Shuluk we went to Kodok also.”
The refugee agency in Ethiopia plans to relocate some 50,000 South Sudanese from Gambella to an alternative location before the rainy season begins.
With around 70 South Sudanese refugees streaming into the Gambela Region in western Ethiopia per day, the UN Refugee Agency is working harder to provide adequate shelter for the refugees.

Sulaiman Momodu, the Public Information and External Relations Officer of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in Ethiopia says more than 200 South Sudanese refugees who crossed from Akobo are being transported to the camps today. 

Sulaiman Momodu: “As we speak today,we had some more 200 South Sudanese who crossed over into Ethiopia. They crossed over through Akobo entry point. We had to go there together with our government counterparts and administration…We registered them and then of course they voluntarily indicated where they would like to be relocated. As we speak about 200 South Sudanese are being relocated to the Kinido refugee camp.”

The Central Equatoria State Legislative Assembly has endorsed the appointment of the new state cabinet.  
The MPs unanimously approved the appointment of the Deputy Governor and 14 ministers after their credentials were cleared by the assembly’s committee on legal affairs. 
Speaking to journalists after a closed door deliberation, the Chairperson of the Information Committee, Modi Lomindi, said four ministers were approved in absentia.

Modi Lomindi: “There are about two or three who have not yet handed in their documents. One of them came from Nairobi. He has a son in the hospital sick. Another one also came from Kampala and he was also taken by surprise but another minister was not available – that is the Minister of Agriculture; he is also abroad. So he comes in then the three will also present their documents. Indeed the Parliament has also seen the need for the cabinet to be in place. It is a new year and our citizens are expecting services to be delivered to them.”
State Governor, Clement Wani Konga announced the new ministerial line up on the 31st of December.

The Western Equatoria State government is organizing a peace conference to address problems between cattle keepers and the farming community of the state. 

Speaking on the Miraya Breakfast Show today, State Governor Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro said the national government needs to take the issue of cattle keepers seriously. 

Bakosoro says the planned conference will take place in Mundri in the near future.  

Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro: “We are organizing another conference in Mundri to address the same, because they have gone as far as Maridi and have gone as far as Rasulu, Mambe area, looting vehicles, causing trouble to the people and burning farms. That is our livelihood. If they burn the whole farm, how do we survive? But we don’t like to use force at all. We shall continue to engage them in dialogue. If they can understand, well and good; if they don’t understand, of course there is no end to negotiation. We shall continue negotiating.”

Speaking on the ongoing conflict between the government and the opposition, Bangasi called on the public to be patient as negotiations continue. 

Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro: “I need our people to be patient. A country cannot develop within one or two days. The negotiation which is going on – our government has to continue to persevere for the sake of their people. Let them preserve with the opposition. If the opposition they do not like to understand, I think soon or later they will understand that they will never find graves to govern. They need to find people. Let them stop fighting and come home and join the government and let us all go for election to find who can be elected and who cannot be elected and avoid fighting.”

Still in Western Equatoria, Nine people are being investigated in connection with the murder of State Director for National Security Arop Kiir.

Arop Kiir was attacked and killed by a group of unknown gunmen in Mundri West County last month. 

Mundri west acting commissioner, John Keliopa, told Radio Miraya that a committee that was established to investigate the incident is expected to hand over its findings as soon as investigations are complete. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
A senior commander of the Lord’s Resistance Army rebel group who surrendered earlier this week is now in the hands of the Regional Task Force of the African Union, based in Yambio, Western Equatoria State. 
Dominic Ongwen is said to have given himself up to American forces in the Central African Republic on Tuesday.  
Colonel Mayen Garang Malual, the Deputy Commander of the Regional Task Force, or the RTF says Ongwen defected because of pressure from the task force and differences within the rebel ranks. 

Garang Malual: “Dominic was handed to the forces of the RTF. In his command there he is no longer interested by his commander, he is no longer active as before. But it was pressure from the RTF that made him get a problem with his commander because he is not effective as before in his operations and that is why he surrendered himself.  Which means there will be no cohesion in their commands and that is a big achievement.”
The Regional Task Force of the African Union was set up in 2012 to hunt down rebel leader Joseph Kony and his fighters.  The force consists of 2,000 troops from Uganda and 500 South Sudanese soldiers.  

Seven people have been arrested in connection with tribal clashes in Nimule, in Eastern Equatoria State.  
Violence broke out on Tuesday, over a relationship between a man from the Mad’i community and a Dinka lady. 
Nimule town clerk, Eriga David says the clashes escalated when relatives from the women’s side raided the man’s home. 

Eriga David: “The parents of that lady grouped themselves with money lenders and decided to attack the home of Emilio in the house. This thing emerged/spread up to the market and when we sent policemen. They decided to overpower the policemen and chase them back. Then we had to order for the army to come and the army dispersed them. So far seven have been arrested but others are still at large and we are looking forward to arresting them.”
And in regional news, an operation led by Sudan government forces against opposition armed groups in the North and South Darfur regions has triggered "significant" population movements.
That's according to the joint African Union and UN peacekeeping Mission in the country, UNAMID. 
UN Spokesperson, Stéphane Dujarric says the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs – UNOCHA – will verify reports of direct attacks on civilian villages in area.

According to UN estimates, the number of people displaced by conflict in Darfur has increased to more than 430-thousand.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· UNMISS releases Human Rights Report on violations in Bor and Bentiu

· Central Equatoria State Parliament endorses new cabinet

· Nine questioned over murder of Mundri security chief

End of Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex. 
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