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Good evening. It is 5 o’clock and I am Agole Alex with Radio Miraya news.
The Headlines:
· China spearheads peace initiative on South Sudan crisis
· Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports to hold annual cultural festival
· UNMISS releases Human Rights Report on violations in Bor and Bentiu
A delegation to be led by the foreign affairs minister is expected to leave for Khartoum this weekend to attend a meeting on the current crisis, initiated by the Chinese government. 

Information Minister, Michael Makuei, says the government delegation headed by Barnaba Marial Benjamin will leave on Sunday, to join representatives from the SPLM in the opposition, the G10 former political detainees as well as officials from Sudan and Ethiopia. 

Speaking after the regular Council of Ministers meeting in Juba today, Makuei explained that this initiative will run alongside the IGAD peace process and other peace efforts.  

Michael Makuei: “There is another peace initiative which came up from the Chinese government saying that there is need for the warring parties and the members of IGAD to go to Khartoum for that peace initiative. So, the government delegation is expected to be leaving on Sunday that is 11 January to Khartoum, and will be joined there by the rebel group, and we will be joined by the mediators and we will be joined by the representatives of the countries of IGAD. We are going to listen to the Chinese Initiative.”  

At the same Council of Ministers meeting, council members approved the release of one million pounds for a national cultural festival.  

The event to be held in March will showcase traditional arts and culture of different ethnic groups.  

Government spokesperson Michael Makuei says the festival will become an annual fixture on the calendar of the Ministry of Culture Youth and Sports.  He says the event is intended to preserve South Sudan’s culture.  

Michael Makuei: “Her Excellency, the Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports had presented a budget for a festival of drama and traditional arts. This is something to do with our culture and heritage. As we all know very well, we are almost losing our culture and heritage, so the ministry has taken it up and this is a function that will be done every year. The cabinet has approved sum of one million South Sudanese pounds for this function and this function will be started in this year and it will start this March.”
A group of civil society groups has written a letter to US President Barrack Obama, calling for his support for an arms embargo on South Sudan. 

In the open letter, 29 national and international groups note that supply of additional weapons to the warring parties and associated armed groups will almost certainly fuel further attacks on civilians. 

The group says any such embargo should last until there is no substantial risk that weapons, munitions and other military equipment and technology sent to South Sudan will be used to commit or facilitate serious violations of international human rights and humanitarian law. 

The Human Rights Division of the United Nations Mission in South Sudan has released a report on the massacre of civilians in Bentiu and Bor in Unity and Jonglei states. 

The report documents allegations that armed opposition forces killed hundreds of civilians in the two towns in April last year. More in this report with Radio Miraya’s Sworo Charles Elisha. 

Sworo Charles Elisha: “The 33-page report states that opposition forces attacked Bentiu after they retook control of the town from government forces on 15 April 2014. According to the report, at least 287 civilians were killed at a mosque in the Kalibalek area of Bentiu by opposition forces after they regained control of the town. Reports indicate that many of them were Sudanese traders and their families who were targeted on the basis of their Darfuri origins. The report further states that at least 19 civilians were killed at the Bentiu Civil Hospital that same day. In a separate incident, the report states that at least 47 Internally Displaced Persons were killed in an attack by a mob on the UNMISS protection of civilian site outside Bor. The report states that the mob of men between the ages of 20 and 40 years forcibly entered the protection site on the 17 April to demand the expulsion of youths of the Nuer tribe. The report is based on physical evidence and interviews with 142 sources conducted by the UNMISS Human Rights Division. I am Sworo Charles Elisha for Radio Miraya news.”

UNMISS spokesperson Joseph Contreras says the UN Mission has called on both parties to undertake comprehensive and credible investigations into the alleged violations in order to hold perpetrators to account.

Joseph Contreras: “We want to see both parties looking into those abuses seriously and hold accountable any of all followers or any members of security services – that is in case of the government – who are found to have carried out such human rights abuses.”  

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Civil society organizations are warning of a bigger humanitarian crisis. 

The groups, under their umbrella organization, “The Civil Society Alliance” are urging humanitarian groups to increase supply of food and non-food items to conflict affected areas.  Alliance spokesperson, David De Dau says the situation may worsen if nothing is done.  

David De Dau: “The humanitarian situation in South Sudan may worsen in 2015. Early warning signs are very much evident even during the Christmas season where many families celebrated the annual festival with empty stomachs and little hope for what to get tomorrow. The South Sudan Civil Society Alliance therefore calls upon all the humanitarian agencies to increase food and non-food item supplies to war affected regions in the country. The Civil Society also believes that the government has a responsibility in making sure that food security is a priority in South Sudan.”

Meanwhile, the leader of the minority in the National Legislative Assembly, Onyoti Adigo Nyikwec visited displaced communities in Upper Nile recently and describes their living conditions as “disturbing”

Onyoti Adigo: “I visited Malakal town in particular. Most of them are really malnourished. They are very thin because I think since September there was no food given to them. Sanitation itself – the place is horrible. Then we visited Wau Shuluk and when we went there it is also unfortunate that there are only 25 police with no guns. The place is really horrible – it’s not good. In fact there are very few International NGOs working there. Then from Wau Shuluk we went to Kodok also.”

The new Central Equatoria State cabinet has been sworn into office. 

The ministers took their oaths before State Governor Clement Wani Konga in Juba today. 

Radio Miraya reporter Sworo Charles Elisha attended the swearing in ceremony and now reports

Sworo Charles Elisha: “Governor Clement Wani Konga urged the new ministers to respect and uphold the country’s constitution. Governor Konga cautioned his new team to desist from rebellion and preach peace and unity. The Governor used the ceremony to announce that some parts of Central Equatoria are facing insecurity; mentioning areas in Tijor and Wonduruba – linking the reports to elements within the opposition who he says are loyal to Alfred Ladu Gore. These reports are yet to be verified. Konga advised the ministers to remain neutral in the current conflict in order to bring peace to the country.”
Clement Wani Konga: “Equatoria should remain neutral so as to bring peace. Equatoria should stand for peace. Yes, there are problems caused by cattle owners which have made our people not to be happy, but taking up arms is not a solution to that. This can be resolved. We have to talk to the president so that these cattle can be taken back to their areas. There are special arrangements to be made. Anybody who wants to Equatoria should as it used to be before. They are given a period of time to stay and then they go back than taking up arms, looting our people because of food and when the security forces come in many people are going to die because of no reason.”
Sworo Charles Elisha: “Konga also warned the new cabinet that mistakes that occurred in the previous cabinet should not be repeated.”
Clement Wani Konga: “Mistakes that occurred in the past cabinet should be repeated. I was briefed this morning by the Anti-Corruption Chairperson of an agreement made between the Central Equatoria Investment Corporation and China Jiangsu. The agreement is wrong. It is illegal. The State ministry of Finance is not included, investment was not there but the still the State Ministry of Physical Infrastructure should be signatory to the agreement and the agreement should be confirmed by the Ministry of Justice or by the Legal Counsel in the state. The agreement is going to be reviewed so that the state gets it rights. It is given only 10 per cent but it’s supposed to get 31 per cent.” 
Sworo Charles Elisha: “Speaking on use of state funds, the Governor directed the ministers to seek medical treatment from within the region to allow the bulk of state funds to be used for development in the state. The new state government was announced by the State Governor last Tuesday. I am Sworo Charles Elisha reporting for radio Miraya news.”
The Western Equatoria State government is organizing a peace conference to address problems between cattle keepers and the farming community of the state. 

Speaking on the Miraya Breakfast Show today, State Governor Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro said the national government needs to take the issue of cattle keepers seriously. 

Bakosoro says the planned conference will take place in Mundri in the near future.  

Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro: “We are organizing another conference in Mundri to address the same, because they have gone as far as Maridi and have gone as far as Rasulu, Mambe area, looting vehicles, causing trouble to the people and burning farms. That is our livelihood. If they burn the whole farm, how do we survive? But we don’t like to use force at all. We shall continue to engage them in dialogue. If they can understand, well and good; if they don’t understand, of course there is no end to negotiation. We shall continue negotiating.”

Speaking on the ongoing conflict between the government and the opposition, Bangasi called on the public to be patient as negotiations continue. 

Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro: “I need our people to be patient. A country cannot develop within one or two days. The negotiation which is going on – our government has to continue to persevere for the sake of their people. Let them preserve with the opposition. If the opposition they do not like to understand, I think soon or later they will understand that they will never find graves to govern. They need to find people. Let them stop fighting and come home and join the government and let us all go for election to find who can be elected and who cannot be elected and avoid fighting.”

And in sports, officials from the National Ministry of sports will sit down with the South Sudan Athletics Federation on Thursday next week to determine the fate of the athlete Marail Ngor, who is currently locked in a dispute over his eligibility to represent the country in the 2016 Brazil Olympics. 
Ngor was offered a scholarship by the International Olympic Committee to assist with his preparations for the 2016 games, but the national athletics federation says he should not represent the country.  
The technical Director of the South Sudan Athletics Federation, Abdallah Bol Chol says officials from the Ministry and the association will meet on Thursday to reach a decision. 

Abdallah Bol Chol: “We do not have any disputes with Ngor – only one difference: He does not recognize the association and he is saying the association has no authority over him. He does not recognize the association and this is the dispute by itself. The association represents the country. If he does not recognize the association, he does not recognize the country. We approved the scholarship to him to the International Athletic Association. He did not get it under his decision. If he does not come to apologize and recognize the association, we will not approve the scholarship and we will not allow him to represent South Sudan.”
Earlier media reports suggested the South Sudan Athletics Federation was requesting Ngor to handover the scholarship package to the association, if he is to participate under the South Sudanese flag.  

To end the news, here are the headlines once again: 
· China spearheads peace initiative on South Sudan crisis
· Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports to hold annual cultural festival
· UNMISS releases Human Rights Report on violations in Bor and Bentiu
End of Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex. 
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