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29th June 2015 

Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m David Lukan.  
The Headlines:
· SPLA wants joint investigation into findings of UNMISS human rights report 

· Six aid workers killed in Unity State offensive 

· Juba City Council launches anti-cholera drive

The SPLA is calling for a joint investigation into atrocities highlighted in a human rights report released by the UN Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS).  

The 14-page report details killings, rapes, abductions, looting, arson and displacement of up to 100,000 people during a major offensive against armed opposition forces in April 2015. 

The report also mentions at least 9 separate incidents in which women and girls were burnt alive in their dwellings in Koch County and elsewhere after being raped. 

The report is based on testimonies of 115 people and eyewitnesses from Rubkona, Guit, Koch, Leer and Mayom counties in Unity state.

Army spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer says a joint investigation should be conducted to establish the facts.  

Col. Aguer: “We cannot take it for granted that those interviews are 100%, I don’t know how anybody could conduct a one sided research and conclude that this is final. My suggestion is that we conduct an inclusive investigation that will include UNMISS, SPLA and other stakeholder s. Verification must involve all the parties to the conflict.”

The UN Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) says the clashes between government and opposition forces in Unity State left 6 humanitarian workers dead. 

Acting spokesperson of the UN Mission Joe Contreras says the aid workers were killed in an offensive in April and May. 
Joe Contreras: “I also would like to mention that the recent fight in Unity State in late April and May sadly took the lives of six humanitarian workers and 78 humanitarian workers are missing and unaccounted for up to now.”

At the UN Protection of Civilian site in Juba, four cholera patients remain in a critical condition. 
Joe Contreras, acting UNMISS spokesperson says the UN Mission has completed a vaccination campaign that targeted 27,000 IDPs at the UN site in Juba. 
Contreras says the total number of cases at the UN facility stands at 33.

Joe Contreras: “The total number of confirmed cholera cases in the mission’s PoC sites since the outbreak began in May now stands at 33. Most of those cases are treated but four cholera patients remain in an isolation ward being run by International Medical Corps, a non-governmental organization.” 

Juba City Council is taking steps to deal with a cholera outbreak.  

The measures include closure of restaurants operating in unsanitary conditions and enforcing an order for all homes to have access to a toilet facility. 

Juba County Mayor Christopher Wani Shoka says council authorities will continue the operation even after the outbreak has been contained. 

Wani Shoka: “Our public order team has been working and even after the cholera outbreak after everything has been contained, we also want to work very closely with the people running these business so that their practice is not interrupted in the future by maintaining minimum standards.  Also, we are shutting down most of these restaurants that do not meet minimum standards in terms of serving food and food preparation. This one also goes to all the people preparing soft drinks that are sold within the open, especially within schools, because we know children are very vulnerable. ”

Meanwhile, the cholera outbreak in Juba has risen to more than 430 cases and 28 deaths since the beginning of the month. 

According to the latest report from the National Cholera Taskforce, the majority of new cases in the past week came from Gudele 1 and 2, New site, Gumbo and Tongping. 

Cholera vaccination campaigns have been run in both Bentiu and Juba UN protection of civilian sites and preparations are underway to establish a second cholera treatment center in Juba that will be run by the international NGO Doctors without Borders.

The Community Empowerment for Progress Organization (CEPO) has launched an NGO-Government Forum in Yei River County, Central Equatoria State.  

The civil society group hopes the forum will give NGOs and Government authorities a platform to coordinate activities and provide services in line with population needs. 

James Hitler is the CEPO Communications Officer. He explains the objective of the forum.  

James Hitler: “The objective of the forum is to strengthen partnership between NGOs and the local government between Yei municipality and the county, so that they could effectively coordinate the works of the NGO in terms of programming and with the line ministries both at the state level and the county level so that the two arms i.e the NGOs and the government will be able to monitor, report and improve the medium for information sharing so that the plans that the government has will be able to be consolidated in some of the NGOs programmes.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
An emergency court has been set up in Wau, to handle suspects arrested for criminal offences.  
There has been a noted increase in suspects after state Governor Rizik Zakaria Hassan recently directed security personnel to crackdown on elements terrorizing neighborhoods at night.  
Governor Rizik says the court will initially handle more than 20 suspects awaiting trial.  
The Governor made the revelation while briefing members of the SPLM party caucus on the security situation in the state.

Rizik Zakaria: “Our focus in this meeting is on current issues inside here, how we can support our forces, how we can deliver information. Criminals from other states have come to Wau, criminals from Juba have come to Wau, what I want to tell you is that this crime is not from Wau, it is imported, the type of criminals and their mentality is not from Wau. You soldier on patrol; we want to find this criminal down dead with gun near him. We security committee have only twenty five, the seventy five in your hands is the information that you give us. Judiciary organ has formed for us an emergency court, anybody found at night carrying gun, wearing Uniform from eleven at night we will take him to this court.”     

In regional news, the start of elections in Burundi has seen up to 10,000 people leave the country in a matter of days. 

According to the UN Refugee Agency, UNHCR, the exodus began in the middle of last week and spiked on Saturday and Sunday, just before Burundi closed its borders. 

Refugees have reportedly arrived in Rwanda, Tanzania, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Uganda and Zambia.

Those who made it out of Burundi say they encountered roadblocks and saw people forced off buses to stop them leaving the country. 

UNHCR Spokesperson Melissa Fleming says people were scared and worried that the country was "going to break down" now that elections have begun.

Melissa Fleming: "People are fleeing because they are in fear of their lives – that is very clear. People are afraid of a repeat of the past; Burundi suffered a terrible civil war. They are very concerned that the country is going to break down. They are worried for their lives. There are individual stories where people feel they are being targeted and that they are not able to express their opinions on which government to choose."
Elections in Burundi began with the parliamentary poll on Monday and are due to end with presidential elections on 15 July.

And, at least 11 Egyptian soldiers were killed when a car bomb exploded at a military post in North Sinai.  

Several other soldiers were injured in a wave of attacks by suspected jihadist militants in Egypt's Sinai Peninsula. 

An army statement says more than 70 "terrorists" launched assaults on five different checkpoints near Sheikh Zuweid.

Twenty-three attackers were killed and three pick-up trucks armed with anti-aircraft guns were destroyed. 

The attacks targeted several military posts and a police station and come two days after the assassination of Egypt's public prosecutor in the capital, Cairo.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· SPLA wants joint investigation into findings of UNMISS human rights report 

· Six aid workers killed in Unity State offensive 

· Juba City Council launches anti-cholera drive

Radio Miraya news.
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