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Good evening, it’s 5 o’clock. I’m David Lukan.
The Headlines
· Up to 4,000 IDPs enter Yambio, fleeing unrest in Maridi and Mundri 

· Six aid workers killed in Unity State offensive
· University lecturers lobby for pension scheme 

More than 4,000 people displaced by last month’s unrest in Maridi and Mundri West Counties in Western Equatoria State have crossed into Yambio. 

The IDPs are being registered by the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission and are in urgent need of food and non-food items.  

Joseph Salvatore Nzaku, the Director for the State Relief and Rehabilitation Commission, says more than 70,000 people were displaced in the fighting, and only a few households have received assistance.

Nzaku: “As we talk we have registered 4,216 as the figure of yesterday. There is no intervention in the aspect of food or NFIs but UNICEF distributed mosquito nets and they have also vaccinated under-fives. In Mundri, there has been a bit of intervention -- that is, they have given one food ration for 8,000 households for one month only and then they also decided to give NFIs for 1,000 households.”
Thousands fled Maridi last month after fighting that followed a grenade attack on a cattle camp, while in Mundri scores left their homes during clashes between the SPLA and the local population.
Six humanitarian workers were killed in recent fighting between government and opposition forces in Unity State.

The UN Mission, UNMISS, says the six were killed during the fighting in April and May. 

Acting UNMISS Spokesperson Joe Contreras says more than 70 other aid workers are missing.  

Contreras: “I also would like to mention that the recent fighting in Unity State in late April and May sadly took the lives of six humanitarian workers and 78 humanitarian workers are missing and unaccounted for up to now.”

On the cholera outbreak in Juba, Acting Spokesperson Joe Contreras says four cholera patients remain in a critical condition at the UN Protection of Civilian’s site in Juba.  

Contreras says the UN Mission has completed a vaccination campaign that targeted 27,000 Internally Displaced Persons. 

He says the total number of cases at the UN facility stands at 33.

Contreras: “The total number of confirmed cholera cases in the mission’s PoC sites since the outbreak began in May now stands at 33. Most of those cases are treated but four cholera patients remain in an isolation ward being run by international medical corps non-governmental organization.”
Meanwhile, Juba City Council is taking decisive action to deal with the cholera outbreak.  

Council authorities are closing restaurants and eating places operating in unsanitary conditions.

They are also enforcing an order for all homes to have access to a toilet facility. 

Juba city mayor, Christopher Wani Swaka, says council authorities will continue the operation even after the outbreak has been contained. 

Swaka: “Our public order team has been working and even after the cholera outbreak after everything has been contained, we also want to work very closely with the people running these business so that their practice is not interrupted in the future by maintaining minimum standards.  Also, we are shutting down most of these restaurants that do not meet minimum standards in terms of serving food and food preparation. This one also goes to all the people preparing soft drinks that are sold within the open, especially within schools, because we know children are very vulnerable. ”

The cholera outbreak in Juba has risen to more than 430 cases and 28 deaths since the beginning of the month. 

According to the latest report from the National Cholera Taskforce, the majority of new cases in the past week came from Gudele 1 and 2, New site, Gumbo and Tongping. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Academic staff at public universities are asking the government to consider establishing a pension scheme for retired university staff.  
This was one of several resolutions reached at the just concluded National Council for Higher Education regular session that was convened in Juba.  

The Council resolved to set up an ad hoc committee chaired by Professor Moses Macar Kachuol to work out the modalities for establishing the scheme and report back in the next session.  

Angeth Acol, one of the committee members, underscored the importance of a pension scheme to support public university staff.  

Acol: “During the discussions that I have attended nothing has been mentioned about establishing a scheme for university lecturers. And that is a very important thing in my opinion since the theme for this 5th ordinary session is Supporting Public University staff. The support shouldn’t be for the current staff but even beyond … by having a committee, especially with the … legal advisor work on the draft bill for the university lecturer’s pension scheme.”
The two-day forum attracted academic staff from all five public universities to discuss ways of improving standards and conditions at the higher institutions.  

Other resolutions included harmonization of tuition fees, increase in budget allocations to the universities and enforcement of restrictions on illegal private universities.
The Community Empowerment for Progress Organization (CEPO) has launched an NGO-Government Forum in Yei River County, Central Equatoria State.  

The civil society group hopes the forum will give NGOs and Government authorities a platform to coordinate activities and provide services in line with population needs. 

James Hitler is the CEPO Communications Officer. He explains the objective of the forum.  

James Hitler: “The objective of the forum is to strengthen partnership between NGOs and the local government between Yei municipality and the county, so that they could effectively coordinate the works of the NGO in terms of programming and with the line ministries both at the state level and the county level so that the two arms i.e. the NGOs and the government will be able to monitor, report and improve the medium for information sharing so that the plans that the government has will be able to be consolidated in some of the NGOs programmers.”
In regional news
At least 11 Egyptian soldiers were killed when a car bomb exploded at a military post in North Sinai.  

Several other soldiers were injured in a wave of attacks by suspected jihadist militants in Egypt's Sinai Peninsula. 

An army statement says more than 70 "terrorists" launched assaults on five different checkpoints near Sheikh Zuweid.

Twenty-three attackers were killed and three pick-up trucks armed with anti-aircraft guns were destroyed. 

The attacks targeted several military posts and a police station and come two days after the assassination of Egypt's public prosecutor in the capital, Cairo.
And in sports
Africa is to field its first team in the Tour de France cycling race. Two Eritreans and three South Africans are due to compete in the three-week Grand Tour due to start on Saturday.

The boss of the MTN-Qhubeka team - Doug Ryder - says an African rider will stand on the podium to receive winning honors within the next three to five years.

A South African-sponsored team took part in the 2007 and 2008 Tours and riders with African heritage, including Kenya-born Briton Chris Froome, who won the 2013 edition. 
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· Up to 4,000 IDPs enter Yambio, fleeing unrest in Maridi and Mundri 

· Six aid workers killed in Unity State offensive 
· University lecturers lobby for pension scheme  
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