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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m David Lukan.
The Headlines:
· UN slaps sanctions on six military commanders 

· Two new cholera treatment centers open in Juba 

· Wife of detained Member of Parliament pleads for his release 
The UN Security Council has voted to impose sanctions on six individuals blacklisted for threatening peace and stability in South Sudan. 

They include six commanders – three from either warring side. We have more in this report with Susan Dokolo.

Susan Dokolo: “The sanctions proposal was fronted by the United States and supported by Britain and France. Those named include Major General Marial Chanuong Yol Mangok, commander of President Salva Kiir's guard unit; Sector One commander Lieutenant General Gabriel Jok Riak and Third Division commander Major General Santino Deng Wol. On the opposition side, the men named are Major General Simon Gatwech Dual, Chief of General Staff for the opposition forces; Major General James Koang Chuol, commander of the opposition Special Division; and Major General Peter Gadet, the Deputy Chief of Staff of Operations for the opposition’s forces. The restrictions come with a global travel ban and a freeze on their assets. Spokesperson for the Foreign Affairs Ministry Mawien Arik says although targeted, the sanctions will negatively affect the entire country. “
Mawien Arik: “Sanctioning individuals in the government means you are actually sanctioning the government, because these individuals may be people that hold positions that the government relies on for delivery of services. Targeting them not to move and not do what they are actually do, to support the government then you have actually indirectly sanctioned the government and you have delayed the delivery of services to the people of South Sudan. I think targeted sanctions of course may assume it is only individuals, but those individuals are government officials and their activities in the government is very important - so I do not think it is good.”

 Susan Dokolo: “The named individuals are the first to be listed by the Security Council's South Sudan sanctions committee, which operates by consensus. The United States and the European Union have already imposed separate sanctions on some rival commanders. I am Susan Dokolo for Radio Miraya news.” 

Seven people wounded in a shooting at the UN Protection of Civilian site in Malakal, Upper Nile are continuing to receive treatment for their injuries.  
The IDPs were shot when armed elements opened fire on the site on Wednesday evening.  
Hastings Amurani Phiri is the Acting UN Mission State Coordinator in Upper Nile.  
Phiri met with the IDPs after the incident and reassured them of the mission’s resolve to protect them.  He describes the situation at the camp is calm. 

Hastings Amurani Phiri: “The situation is calm. The people were restrained. Of course there were emotions – nobody is happy when they lose a loved one. I was there on the ground with colleagues from security personnel and humanitarian actors. We went to see the site where the shooting emerged from and also we were also able to see the place in the PoC extension where this man was shot.  What I saw can hardly be described as instability.”

In a statement, the UN Mission said it had received information that armed elements of forces belonging to either the Sudan People’s Liberation Army In Opposition or the allied militia led by Gen. Johnson Olony opened fire on IDPs. UNMISS condemned Wednesday’s incident and is engaged in discussions with senior commanders of armed opposition forces to identify the perpetrators.

The family of a detained Member of Parliament in Lakes State is renewing the call for his release.  

Teresa Nyanawan Ayom, wife of MP Marik Nanga Marik, is asking the national and state governments to immediately release her husband and his colleague Isaac Makur Buoc Apac without precondition. 

The two lawmakers were detained in October last year by state security agents. Nyanawan Ayom says she has not heard from her husband in the last nine months, and is pleading for their release.  

Teresa Nyanawan Ayom: “My husband is not doing any crime – it is just misunderstanding between the governor and these two MPs. They are not really doing any criminal thing. If people of the Republic of South Sudan or the laws of South Sudan should stand with these people because these people are innocent and I know – I thought – in my heart this will not become difficult because they are MPs and they are people and they are members of SPLM. When they are members of SPLM, SPLM should come in and the law should come in. Now there is no one who has come in because I knocked at all the doors. I knocked all the doors of SPLM – no one. I went to the President’s Office but I could not get the President because people refuse for me to see the president because of my situation and the situation of Marik because  I don’t know where my husband is.”    

Lakes State Caretaker Governor Maj-Gen Matur Chut Dhuol has denied ordering the arrested of the two MPs.

Government institutions have been urged to mainstream child related issues in their programs.  
The call was made at a training workshop on child rights, organized by non-governmental organization Save the Children and the UN Children’s organization UNICEF in Juba. The participants drawn from a cross section of government institutions, civils society and parliament were informed of their legal obligation to increase budget allocations to child-related issues. Joseph Akech, a technical specialist at Save the Children says policy makers should influence budgets to protect and champion rights of the child.

Joseph Akech: “We would like to first gather as much as possible many activists, who are champions of child rights to stand and defend the rights of the child through policy and legislative frame work. Members of parliament supporting the implementation of the child rights treaties, the Child’s Rights Act 2008 – we had a healthy debate on the budget. You know every member of parliament asking question about does this budget mean something for a child in my constituency in terms of his or her education health and social welfare services?”

A group of 14 South Sudanese women who undertook a Masters Programs in the United States has returned home.  
The ladies completed a one year post-graduate course in secondary education, sponsorship by the United States government. The ladies have returned to implement the knowledge and skills acquired back home.  
Teresa McGhie is the Mission Director for the United States Agency for International Development office in South Sudan.  
Speaking at their official reception, McGhie underscored the importance of furthering education among women.  

Teresa MacGhie: “Today in South Sudan only 27% of population of over 15 years of age can read and write. Let us says for men and boy is 40% but for women is only 16%. Gender disparity exists at all level of education system. Less than 30% of secondary school students are girls. This shortage of educated girls leads to shortage of qualified women leaders. The situation is worse in university where there are only a few women.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Two new cholera treatment centers have been opened in Juba. 
The new centers in Gudele and Gumbo are being operated by MEDAIR medical charity group. 

MEDIAR is also involved in the repair of broken boreholes in areas affected by the cholera outbreak.  

Louis Ferguson, the organization’s Medical Manager for Emergency Response is encouraging the people of Gumbo and Gudele to seek timely treatment.

Lois Ferguson: “We have had an oral rehydration point opened in Gumbo. It is a place where people come and receive treatment for cholera. It is open at the clinic site in Gumbo. At the moment we are seeing anywhere between 1 and 5 cases a day and we really want to encourage people in Gumbo that if they are sick or anyone of their family and friends are unwell that they come as soon as they are unwell so that they receive help. Actually from today, they will also be an oral rehydration point running in Gudele. It is running at the site of the PHCU clinic, so in Gudele 1 block 4 and it will provide exactly the same.” 

The National Cholera Task force puts the number of confirmed cholera cases in Juba at 484 with 29 confirmed deaths. 

Security operatives have arrested six criminals in a night operation in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal State.  

Col. Salah Issa, the officer in charge of night patrol in Wau says four suspects were armed with guns.  

Salah Issa: “Yesterday we arrested six with guns and two civilians trying to rob a shop in Hai Jebel. During the last week or eight days in which we have worked, we changed our strategy, by then big crimes that were happening which is armed robbery, no one came and report that yesterday we were shot at, because our forces are engaged around Wau day and night.”
He says they were intercepted as they attempted to stage a robbery. The suspects will be tried at the newly formed emergency court. 

Elsewhere, officials in Tunisia said twelve suspects have been arrested in connection with Friday's deadly attack in the Tunisian resort of Sousse. 

He explained that the security forces were still hunting for two men suspected of having trained in Libya with the gunman who killed 38 people, most of them from the UK, along with other European tourists. 

Islamic State has claimed the attack.

In sport, a South Sudanese national based in Australia has started a sports programme for South Sudanese nationals living in Australia.   

Akech Manyel, a basketball coach, says the programme aims to reunite all young South Sudanese regardless of their ethnic background. 

Manyel told Radio Miraya from Australia that tournaments are being organized for youth to compete.

Akech Manyel: “I use sports as a tool to build togetherness, because there is no any other weapon in this world that is very powerful than sports, that bring people together of different backgrounds irrespective of whatever level you    are together. And you play together whether against each other or as one team. I use sport here to keep our South Sudanese kids out of streets. Our majority of kids growing up here in Australia, are going very bad into street … some of them are going to dangerous life; into drugs and alcohol.”             

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· UN slaps sanctions on six military commanders 

· Two new cholera treatment centers open in Juba 

· Wife of detained Member of Parliament pleads for his release 
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