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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Susan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:

· Fifteen people killed in intercommunal clashes in Cueibet County, Lakes State

· US non-governmental organization says sanctions an ‘important first step’ to bring peace to South Sudan

· Renewed calls for the release of detained Lakes State MPs
At least 15 people have been killed and 21 people wounded in Cueibet County of Lakes State after clashes between the Pan-Awuor and Pan-Aguong communities on Thursday evening.  

Lakes State Minister of Law Enforcement and Acting minister of Information and Communication Jok Ayom Majak says security reinforcements are being sent to calm tensions between the communities. 

Roll clip………………………Jok Ayom Majak: “A sub-clan fighting between Pan-Awuor and Pan-Aguong… On the side of Pan-Awuor, 12 people were killed and 16 wounded and on the side of Pan-Aguong, three people were killed and five injured. This sectional conflict has been continuing with fighting and killing had continued.” 

In a separate development, Lakes State communities have lost a permanent politician Dr. Peter Nyot Kok. 

Dr. Kok passed away in Germany after a long illness. He served as the Minister of Higher Education in Khartoum in the Government of national unity after the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement in 2005. 

Rumbek Central County lawmaker David Kockedhe Puondak described him as a great man.

David Kockedhe Puondak: “There is only one thing which to know now, the one of the permanent politicians and is a great man Dr. Nyot Kok whom we had passed away in Germany. This is his last place for resting and we are waiting for the body of Dr. Kok.” 

Authorities in Jonglei say one person has died from cholera in Bor town.  
Town authorities say nine other people are receiving treatment for the disease. 
Bor County Commissioner Isaac Mamer says the cases were confirmed by health authorities and an emergency response team has been dispatched from the State Ministry of Health to contain the cases.  
Mamer suspects the source was infected waters of the River Nile flowing from Juba. 

Isaac Mamer: “We are along the Nile and the outbreak erupted in Juba and the water passing through Bor, the Nile water.  So the source or the cause is not from here. It just came from Juba with the water. This is what we are suspecting. Also we are receiving some goods from traders in Juba.”

Meanwhile, more than 20 suspected cases of cholera have been reported in Kajo-Keji County of Central Equatoria. 

The administrator of Kajo Keji hospital, Simon Sekwat, told Radio Miraya that samples of the suspected cases have been sent to Juba for testing.  

Sekwat says out of the 21 admissions, 18 improved and have since been discharged. He says there are no deaths reported. 

Simon Sekwat: “The task force has been sending groups to the sight over six villages where these people come from to study the contacts and try to see the extend of this specific cases. I think there are no alarming reports since they have been going out. So we are still treating it as suspected cholera and we are taking more precautions because we know we are also directly connected to Juba.”

In Juba County, the number of reported cases now stands at 523 with 29 deaths.  

MEDAIR medical charity group has opened two new cholera treatment centers in Gudele and Gumbo to respond to cases. 

MEDAIR is also involved in the repair of broken boreholes in areas affected by the outbreak.  

Louis Ferguson, the organization’s Medical Manager for Emergency Response is encouraging the people of Gumbo and Gudele to seek timely treatment.

The Enough Project, a non-profit group based in the United States, is lobbying to widen sanctions to include South Sudan politicians.  

The organization welcomes the assets freeze and travel bans imposed by the UN Security Council on six generals this week for fueling the conflict, but says more needs to be done.  

Akshaya Kumar is the South Sudan and Sudan policy analyst with the Enough Project.  He says the restrictions should include politicians. 

Akshaya Kumar: “Our work in New York will be to urge the Security Council to consider a second round of sanctions going after those politicians who are giving the orders and who are continuing the war despite the fact that now in South Sudan almost 40% of people are suffering from a lack of food because they have been pushed from their homes, have no chance to plant and are facing the real brunt of the violence.”
Seven people wounded in a shooting at the UN Protection of Civilian site in Malakal, Upper Nile are continuing to receive treatment for their injuries.  
The IDPs were shot when armed elements opened fire on the site on Wednesday evening.  
Hastings Amurani Phiri is the Acting UN Mission State Coordinator in Upper Nile.  He met with the IDPs after the incident and reassured them of the mission’s resolve to protect them.  
He describes the situation at the camp is calm. 

Hastings Amurani Phiri: “The situation is calm. The people were restrained. Of course there were emotions – nobody is happy when they lose a loved one. I was there on the ground with colleagues from security personnel and humanitarian actors. We went to see the site where the shooting emerged from and also we were also able to see the place in the PoC extension where this man was shot.  What I saw can hardly be described as instability.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The family of a detained Member of Parliament in Lakes State is renewing the call for his release.  

Teresa Nyanawan Ayom, wife of MP Marik Nanga Marik, is asking the national and state governments to immediately release her husband and his colleague Isaac Makur Buoc Apac without precondition. 

The two lawmakers were detained in October last year by state security agents. Nyanawan Ayom says she has not heard from her husband in the last nine months, and is pleading for their release.  

Teresa Nyanawan Ayom: “My husband is not doing any crime – it is just misunderstanding between the governor and these two MPs. They are not really doing any criminal thing. If people of the Republic of South Sudan or the laws of South Sudan should stand with these people because these people are innocent and I know – I thought – in my heart this will not become difficult because they are MPs and they are people and they are members of SPLM. When they are members of SPLM, SPLM should come in and the law should come in. Now there is no one who has come in because I knocked at all the doors. I knocked all the doors of SPLM – no one. I went to the President’s Office but I could not get the President because people refuse for me to see the president because of my situation and the situation of Marik because  I don’t know where my husband is.”    

Lakes State Caretaker Governor Maj-Gen Matur Chut Dhuol has denied ordering the arrested of the two MPs.

Two counties in Western Equatoria State have received new health and education facilities, thanks to a community development programme. 

The LOGOSEED project is funded by the World Bank and has completed six projects in Ezo and Ibba counties. 

The Western Equatoria State Coordinator for Local Governance and Service Delivery Project, Slash Moses, says the project cost more than one million South Sudanese pounds

Slash Moses 8

“LOGOSEED started in two counties in Western Equatoria State – that is Ibba and Ezo. In these counties, we have six projects. In Ibba, we have a project of PHCU and then we have repairing of some boreholes and then the opening of feeder roads which is called Moruko. In Ezo, we have three facilities – two primary schools one in Diabio and then one in Andari that is in Naandi and Andari Payam and then PHCU in Baikpa. This project in Western Equatoria state has cost one point two million South Sudanese pounds for both Ezo and Ibba and in Ezo we have 874,410 South Sudanese pounds and in Ibba we have 356,518 South Sudanese pounds.”

Speaking at the handing over ceremony, Acting Minister of Health Ezo Gibson Bullen Wande said the initiative is a clear sign of the dream of taking town to the village.

Bullen Wande: “Until yesterday the people of Baikpa Boma were still accessing health facility under a small grass thatched tukul which could be burnt at any time but this morning we are here to officiate the handover of a new constructed health facility that will serve the purpose of health within this area. If we recall back this is exactly falling at the dream of our fallen hero Dr. John Garang De Mabior who said that taking town to the people.”  

Government institutions have been urged to mainstream child related issues in their programmes.  
The call was made at a training workshop on child rights, organized by Save the Children NGO and UN Children’s organization UNICEF in Juba.  
The participants drawn from a cross section of government institutions, civils society and Parliament - were informed of their legal obligation to increase budget allocations to child related issues. 
Joseph Akech, a technical specialist at Save the Children, says policy makers should influence budgets to protect and champion rights of the child.

Elsewhere, nearly 150 people are reported to have been killed by suspected Boko Haram Islamist militants in attacks in Nigeria's north-eastern Borno state. 

Eyewitnesses say the gunmen stormed the village of Kukawa near Lake Chad on Wednesday evening, killing 97 people, including women and children. 

Early in the week, the militants shot dead 48 men after they had finished prayers in two villages near the town of Monguno. 

In a report to the Human Rights Council, UN Human Rights Commissioner, Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein spoke of vicious and indiscriminate attacks by the militants in northern Nigeria.

Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein: “They include massacres, the burning down of entire villages, attacks on protected sites such as places of worship and schools and the slaughter of people taking refuge in such sites, torture, cruel and degrading treatment following sentences in such courts.  Abduction on a massive scale including of children, forced displacement, child recruitment and extremely severe and widespread violations of the rights of women and girls including sexual slavery and forced pregnancy in violation of human rights and international humanitarian law principles.”
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Fifteen people killed in intercommunal clashes in Cueibet County, Lakes State

· US non-governmental organization says sanctions an ‘important first step’ to bring peace to South Sudan

· Renewed calls for the release of detained Lakes State MPs
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