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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 

The Headlines:

Five killed in Rumbek attack 

Gunshots erupt in Nimule, Eastern Equatoria State

Central Equatoria State launches broadcasting Service

Five people have been killed in an attack in Rumbek, Lakes State.  

The victims, identified as three Somalis, one Ugandan and one South Sudanese national were shot dead in the Abyei-ajok area.  

Abraham Mayen Kuc, Lakes State Minister of Physical Infrastructure, says the five were shot in what appeared to be mob action after a truck driver knocked dead one person – prompting people within the crowd to open fire.  

Mayen Kuc describes the incident as ‘regrettable.’ 

Mayen Kuc: “You know those drivers driving big trucks… They had been in Abyei-Ajok for almost two weeks. There were four drivers and one local person who were crashed by a truck. It was police which collected the bodies to the hospital. They are from different nationalities – three of them are from Somalia, one is from Ugandan and then that South Sudanese local person from here. When we repaired the road, they were in a hurry all of them, then when there were about to reach Malou, a military garrison, they knocked down a person from local people. Those who knocked that person and then they came after a truck which kills a person were caught up in such a situation – that was normal accident. I suppose if there were police, the situation would have been controlled.”

Still in Lakes, more than 200 trucks have are stuck between Rumbek and Wulu County because of the impassable route.  Mayen says efforts are being made by the state administration to fix the poor roads.  

Mayen Kuc: “The condition of roads is so poor to some extent, like the one in Abyei-Ajok it has caused the state government to have a lot of work, because there were around 200 plus trucks both going to Juba and coming to greater states of Bahr El Ghazal – they were spending there almost two weeks and till we intervene as state government.”

Authorities in Nimule are investigating the cause of gunshots that rocked the Eastern Equatoria town over the weekend. 

Firing started at about one o’clock on Sunday morning at Anzara, about 2km kilometers out of Nimule.  
Nimule Town Clerk David Eriga says forces on patrol came under gunfire by armed men and were eventually repulsed.  
Eriga says that attack was followed by an ambush at a customs checkpoint.  He says the situation in the area is now calm. The town clerk explains what happened.
David Eriga: “They wounded one custom guard by the name of Boyi Modi, a 32-year old sergeant by rank. They also burnt three vehicles, including a fuel vehicle. At the town council compound there were also two vehicles – totaling three vehicles. The wounded guard was hospitalized the same night and referred to Buluk, but our security forces are on guard. Yesterday everyone went about their usual work and shops were open, things were OK.  Up to this morning, there was no panic people have gone back to their usual life of work.”
Eriga says the exact cause of the incident is still being investigated.  He says restrictions have been put in place to prevent further instability.  
David Eriga: “Up to now, it is not known and our security personnel are still working very hard. We had a security meeting and we also passed some resolutions so that our forces could be able to apprehend those people. Night patrols should be continued as usual but should be intensified. Discos have to be stopped to allow our forces to patrol and other things at the required time. Boda boda riders are also to stop at 10pm.”
Central Equatoria State has launched its broadcasting service.  
The Equator Broadcasting Corporation (EBC) consists of a radio and television station broadcasting out of Juba. 

EBC, the country’s first public broadcasting service, is staffed by South Sudanese and is expected to air independent programming.  

Speaking at the launch, the Corporations’ Managing Director, Jacob Aligo Lo Ladu said the Radio and TV stations will promote peace and reconciliation. 

Lo Ladu: “Our commitment as management is to make EBC an independent and credible media house. As our country is bleeding and yearning for peace, EBC’s top priority will be develop and broadcast programs that promote peace, reconciliation, forgiveness, tolerance and unity of purpose among our people. We will endeavor and work to promote our rich cultures and diversity. As a new country, we need to promote and nurture our infant country until it becomes our governance culture. Our commitment as management is to strive to make EBC an independent and credible media house.”

The launch of EBC comes after 7 years of planning and coordination by the State Government. 

Arrangements are in place for this week’s Independence Day celebrations. 
The country will mark its 4th Independence anniversary this Thursday, 9 July. 
Deputy Minister of Information Rachel Nyadak Paul told journalists in Juba that the committee handling arrangements is now putting final touches. 

Nyadak Paul also said security ministers have been directed to tighten security levels across the country. She says looting still continues in Juba but notes some suspects have been arrested.

Rachel Nyadak: “The number of times that happen on weekly basis continue to happen. Looting of the cars outside Juba and even locally with the local transportation like minibuses and matatus, resulting into killing of people and looting of properties of passengers, also some incidences in Sherekat and also along the road behind Juba – that was the briefing from the minister.”
The government is sending a delegation to Cairo to look into demands of striking University students.  
The joint team from the ministries of Education and Foreign Affairs will screen the students and try and resolve the matter.  
It is coming to two weeks since 160 scholarship students launched a protest at the South Sudan embassy in Cairo, demanding payment of overdue stipends dating back 11 months. 
The students, who are camped at the embassy, say they are entitled to 100 dollars per month for their upkeep. 
Deputy Minister of Information Rachel Nyadak Paul told journalists in Juba that some students appear bent on disrupting studies. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The number of cholera cases in Juba County has reached 632 with 30 deaths.  
The latest report from the National Cholera task force says majority of the new cases were reported from the Khor William and Giyada areas of Juba.  

Of the 30 deaths, three were children under the age of five.  

The task force is organizing a ‘training of trainers’ to run from today – Monday to Friday.  

Response teams will be trained on how to sensitize communities in high-risk areas on adopting cholera prevention practices.  

Meanwhile a team from the task force will be dispatched this week to Bor, in Jonglei - after one case was confirmed there last week.  

Civil Society has reiterated their call for a cessation of hostilities and all-inclusive resolution to the conflict.  

The groups met with the African Union High Representative to South Sudan Alpha Konaré during his one-day visit to Juba on Friday.  

Executive Director, for Community Empowerment for Progress Organization or CEPO, Edmund Yakani, told Radio Miraya that the key issues they discussed were in respect to the cessation of hostilities and concerns about an IGAD roadmap proposal.

Edmund Yakani: “One of the things we presented to him, which is I think is the top list; it is the silence of the guns. That is the cessation of the hostilities and we are keen on that. The second thing we presented to him it is the question of the power sharing, where the centered all the power sharing to the two principal warring parties which is the repetition of the CPA. We also call for there to be inclusive solution to the peace but in regards to the formation of the government let it be broad that it cannot give any of the either of the parties that will compose the government   chance to us back to the violence.”          

A special protection unit to handle cases of gender base violence has been launched at the Buluk police headquarters in Juba.

Speaking at the launch, the Inspector General of Police Lt. Gen. Pieng Deng Kuol said the police is going to open desks at the various police stations across the country. Lt. Gen. Kuol describes the formation of the special protection Unit as a positive step towards protecting vulnerable populations. 
Lt. Gen. Pieng Deng Kuol: “We are going to develop this Unit and we are going to develop the stations for this Unit where our public will be able to deal with these cases of gender base violence in our society ,so this is a very great achievement even if  it is very small but for our society our vulnerable group that has never been receiving justice have never been receiving treatment and all this  I am sure with the development of this news everything is going to be good for our vulnerable group.”

Fredrick Yiga, Commissioner of the UN Police (UNPOL) reaffirmed the UN mission’s support to the Special Protection Unit. Yiga says the unit will offer a safe space to assist women and children.

Fredrick Yiga: “The women in this country that have complaints to raise, the children in this country that have complaints to raise, the disadvantaged in this country that have complaints to raise against violating their rights… Now they have space (where they can) complain in privacy and the police under the guidance of the Inspector General are ready to make sure that this complaints are responded to and settings for a good life is put in place for these people.”

Meanwhile, the South Sudan National Police Service and the UN Development Programme (UNDP) are developing a new structure for the management of the Emergency Call Center, 777. 

It is exactly one year since the emergency response service was launched to respond to emergency security cases in the national capital Juba.  

Surendra Kumar Sharma, UNDP’s Chief Technical Advisor says the UN is working jointly with the Police to find ways of strengthening the project.   

Kumar Sharma says a similar service will be launched in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal.  

Elsewhere, more than 200 people have been killed in a string of attacks by Boko Haram militants in Nigeria. 
The latest attack was on Sunday when a female suicide bomber attacked a church – ending a week of violence in the north of the country.  

At least five worshippers were killed in Sunday's attack on the church in Yobe state – in the north-east of the country. 

And in sports, the United States has won the women’s football world cup after a 5-2 defeat to the Japanese side on Sunday.  
This is the third time the USA is lifting the trophy – making record history.  

The Americans last met the Japanese in the 2011 finals.  The tournament was played in Vancouver- Canada.   
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Five killed in Rumbek attack 

· Gunshots erupt in Nimule, Eastern Equatoria State

· Central Equatoria State launches broadcasting Service

Radio Miraya news.
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