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Good evening, it’s 5 o’clock. I’m Suzan Dokolo.
The Headlines
· Traders gunned down in Maridi, Western Equatoria
· Authorities in EES step up security after weekend gunfire
· Three arrested for selling government drugs in Yambio - WES
Three traders have been killed in Maridi, Western Equatoria. 

The three, identified as Eritrean nationals were gunned down last night. 

Maridi County commissioner, Wilson Thomas says the circumstances surrounding the incident are being investigated.  The commissioner has more. 

Thomas: “It was yesterday at 8:30pm. There were gunshots and our patrolling team went to the scene and found that 3 Eritrean traders were shot to death, It is not known why they were shot but they were shot in their rooms in the town. We are working hard to find out why.”
In Lakes State, four people have been killed in an attack in Rumbek.  

The drivers, identified as three Somalis, one Ugandan and one South Sudanese national were shot dead in the Abyei-ajok area.  

Abraham Mayen Kuc, Lakes State Minister of Physical Infrastructure, says the five were shot in what appeared to be mob action after a truck driver knocked dead one person – prompting people within the crowd to open fire.  

Mayen Kuc describes the incident as ‘regrettable.’ 

Mayen Kuc: “You know those drivers driving big trucks… They had been in Abyei-Ajok for almost two weeks. There were four drivers and one local person who were crashed by a truck. It was police which collected the bodies to the hospital. They are from different nationalities – three of them are from Somalia, one is from Ugandan and then that South Sudanese local person from here. When we repaired the road, they were in a hurry all of them, then when there were about to reach Malou, a military garrison, they knocked down a person from local people. Those who knocked that person and then they came after a truck which kills a person were caught up in such a situation – that was normal accident. I suppose if there were police, the situation would have been controlled.”

Still in Lakes, more than 200 trucks have are stuck between Rumbek and Wulu County because of the impassable route. 
 Mayen says efforts are being made by the state administration to fix the poor roads.  

The SPLA headquarters says the army has retaken control of Malakal town.  

Colonel Phillip Aguer, SPLA spokesperson, says government forces entered the town in Upper Nile this morning and dislodged opposition forces.  

Aguer:  “The SPLA recaptured Malakal town this morning at around 7:00am without any resistance from the rebel forces. The last attack between the SPLA and the rebel forces happened yesterday in the area between Lul and Wau Suluk North of Malakal town 12 miles from Malakal town. The rebel forces tried …  the SPLA but we managed to repulse them and the SPLA forces now will come up with a new security plan and with full security control of Malakal town to avoid further attacks by the rebel forces.“
The SPLA in the opposition took control of Malakal just over a week ago. 
The security situation in Nimule, in Eastern Equatoria is said to be calm – following shooting and unrest over the weekend.  

One security guard was wounded when armed men attacked a customs point in Anzara, about 2 kms kilometers out of Nimule on Sunday morning.  

Earlier the same group attacked forces on patrol and burnt 3 vehicles – but was eventually repulsed. 

Nimule town clerk David Eriga says the situation in Nimule is now calm and extra security measures have been put in place to prevent further instability.  

He says the cause is being investigated.

David Eriga: “Up to now, it is not known and our security personnel are still working very hard. We had a security meeting and we also passed some resolutions so that our forces could be able to apprehend those people. Night patrols should be continued as usual but should be intensified. Discos have to be stopped to allow our forces to patrol and other things at the required time. Boda boda riders are also to stop at 10pm.”
Parliamentarians held a special session of prayer today.  

The legislators were joined by the South Sudan Council of Churches and Juba Christian Center to pray for peace in the Assembly’s deliberation hall. 

During the prayers, Bishop Deng Isaiah urged the people of South Sudan not to lose hope and was confident of a better future for the country. 

Isaiah: “That is a very strange thing to say when everything is going from bad to worse and you the honorable members know that better than anyone else because you face these issues every day. Violence, bloodshed, terrible things happened like these drivers who were taking food to Lakes. They are bringing food to help our people. They were slaughtered. All of those, they are very strange things to say that the best will come. But I have to tell you that we must not lose hope. There will be a time in which those things will be stories of the past and we will look back with hope and expectations that we were there but now we are here.”

The minority leader in the house, Onyoti Adigo, says the politicians have let down the people of South Sudan.
Adigo: “We have been fighting together, we have been eating together, we have been walking together but still unfortunately we have let you down, the people of South Sudan. We let them down we the politicians because of greed of power only. But still God will not leave the people of South Sudan alone. God will still stand with the theme. And we hope the coming year after independence we will have peace in South Sudan.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya News

Central Equatoria State has launched its broadcasting service. 
The Equator Broadcasting Corporation (EBC) consists of a radio and television station broadcasting out of Juba. 

EBC, the country’s first public broadcasting service, is staffed by South Sudanese and is expected to air independent programming.  

Speaking at the launch, the Corporations’ Managing Director, Jacob Aligo Lo Ladu said the Radio and TV stations will promote peace and reconciliation. 

Lo Ladu: “Our commitment as management is to make EBC an independent and credible media house. As our country is bleeding and yearning for peace, EBC’s top priority will be develop and broadcast programs that promote peace, reconciliation, forgiveness, tolerance and unity of purpose among our people. We will endeavor and work to promote our rich cultures and diversity. As a new country, we need to promote and nurture our infant country until it becomes our governance culture. Our commitment as management is to strive to make EBC an independent and credible media house.”

The launch of EBC comes after 7 years of planning and coordination by the State Government. 

Three people have been arrested for selling government drugs in a private clinic in Yambio, Western Equatoria State.  

The three were found selling medicines and fifteen cartons of distilled water believed to have been stolen from a health facility in Nzara County. 

The State Deputy Director of Primary Health Care, Karmelo Sangu, says the items were confiscated from ‘Tender Clinic’ in an operation conducted by National Security personnel in Yambio town.  

Karmelo Sangu commended the swift effort of the security agents and says the three suspects will face the law. He explains. 

Sangu: “The drugs can treat more than 1,000 people for one or two months because there is drip and other necessities that a nurse can use. It can cure more than 1,000 people. We are happy that those people are arrested. This will allow us to know they have been smuggling the drugs because the Ministry of Health is always blamed for selling the drugs to the market. This issue should be taken serious because maybe there are still some people selling such drugs in the small clinics. And thanks to the National Security for the good work that has brought.”

Authorities in Western Bahr el Ghazal have identified centers to sell food items that were recently acquired by the state.  

The State government imported stocks of food, including sugar and maize flour to ease shortages and address escalating market prices.  

The State Minister of Commerce, James Ernest Makuei ,says the government has identified locations within the different markets where the public will be able to purchase this food at subsidized prices.  

Ernest Makuei says a kilogram of sugar is selling at 10 pounds compared to the market price of 16 pounds.  

Ernest: “We have planned that for this sugar and flour to reach the citizens, we divided markets into centers -- a center in Wau Market, Jau, Suk-Hajar, Bar-Elshergi, Nazareth, Lokoloko and Suk-Salam. One bag is 47 pounds for sugar and maize flour is 300 pounds. And because of our commodities jointly with Just-In-Time Company, prices have remained stable and we are expecting a drop in prices.”
The South Sudan Red Cross is mobilizing volunteers to carry out hygiene sensitization around Juba in the wake of the cholera outbreak that has killed dozens and affected hundreds. 

 Marial Ayom, Communications and Resource mobilizer at the Red Cross says the teams have already started work in Mauna and New site residential areas.

 Ayoum says the teams are also distributing soap and water purifiers.

Ayom: “The message that they can convey to the community is like washing their hands when they go the toilet and how to cover their toilets also.  And the second thing also is distribution of soaps to these areas and water purifiers which is pure. And also distribution of ORAS, and also they are informing communities  if somebody gets sick they can take this person to the hospital immediately instead spending sometimes in the house and then that person gets dehydrated.”

The national cholera task force puts the number of cholera cases reported at 632 with 30 deaths.

Civil Society has reiterated their call for a cessation of hostilities and all-inclusive resolution to the conflict.  

The groups met with the African Union High Representative to South Sudan, Alpha Konaré, during his one-day visit to Juba on Friday.  

Executive Director for Community Empowerment for Progress Organization or CEPO, Edmund Yakani, told Radio Miraya that the key issues they discussed were in respect to the cessation of hostilities and concerns about an IGAD roadmap proposal.
And in regional news
Two bomb attacks on the central Nigerian city of Jos have left at least 44 people dead, the authorities say.

A restaurant and a mosque were targeted on Sunday night.

Media reports say no-one has claimed responsibility but militant group Boko Haram has attacked Jos before, even though it is not in northeast Nigeria where the Islamists normally operate.

The blasts are the latest in a series of deadly attacks in recent days which have seen more than 200 people killed.

The attacks came shortly after the Ramadan fast was broken, with both sites full of people.

Nigeria's National Emergency Management Agency (Nema) says out of the 44 dead, 23 were killed at the restaurant and 21 at the mosque.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· Traders gunned down in Maridi, Western Equatoria
· Authorities in EES step up security after weekend gunfire 

· Three arrested for selling government drugs in Yambio - WES
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