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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:
· Bor confirms 50 cholera cases 

· Environment Ministry considers action against businesses dumping waste into the River Nile

· Special crimes court officially launched in Wau 
More cholera cases have been confirmed in Bor, Jonglei state.  
A total of 51 cases and one death have been reported at the cholera treatment center at Bor hospital. 

According to the National Cholera Taskforce, most of the reported cases are children under the age of five years.  The first case in Bor was reported on the 26 June.  
In Juba County the number of cholera cases has spiked to 654 with 31 deaths.  

Most of the new cases are coming in from News site, Gumbo, Nyakuron West and Gudele 1.  

The World Health Organization (WHO) is working to make cholera treatment available to more people. 

This year, WHO expects three million vaccines to be made available, with funding from the GAVI Vaccine Alliance headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland.

 The WHO believes it is successfully handling the spread of the water-borne disease that is fueled by conflict and displacement in countries such as South Sudan and Tanzania.  

Latest figures from the WHO show that there were more than 140,000 reported cases of cholera globally and more than 2,000 deaths in 2014. 

Still on Cholera the UN Children’s Organisation UNICEF is embarking on a series of trainings in response to the outbreak.

UNICEF’s Deputy Representative in South Sudan, Ettie Higgins, says the training is targeting over 170 representatives from both the government and non-governmental partners. 

Higgins says this will improve their capacity in communicating relevant and correct information to the public. 

Ettie Higgins: “The training that UNICEF is focusing on is for social mobilization. This means that we are trying to ensure the community receives the correct messages in order to prevent cholera. Social mobilization will be done through different ways including radio, distribution of materials, having focus group discussions at community levels. It is also making sure that teachers and schools can pass messages to students so that they understand when they go home how to prevent cholera at home using basic hygiene.”

Meanwhile UNICEF continues to monitor children who were demobilized from armed ranks in Pibor, Jonglei state as they are reintegrated into their communities.  

Earlier this year more than 1,700 children were released by the Cobra Faction of David Yau Yau following signing of a peace deal with the government.  

UNICEF Deputy Representative Ettie Higgins says they are working closely with partners as the children enroll in schools and livelihood programmes.  

Ettie Higgins: “They are now engaged in education or livelihood programmes. As you know, we have been working hard to re-establish schools in the Greater Pibor Area together with the Minister of Education and psychological support also provided to the release children is also continuing. We are seeing they have really demonstrated improved outcomes and thus emotional wellbeing. Now that they are back to their families and in their communities, they are able to go to school and have livelihood opportunities.”

The Ministry of Environment is seeking legal advice on how to deal with hotels and businesses dumping waste into the River Nile and other protected water points. 

Environment Minister Deng Deng Hoc says his office has started conducting spot inspections after complaints from the community that their water sources were being contaminated.  

Speaking on Miraya this morning, Deng said he will consult with the Ministry of Justice on what action to take.  

Deng Deng Hoc: “We found out that waste management, you know some hotels are doing well some others are not and they need to double their efforts in order to manage the waste more effectively and ensure that waste like empty bottles of water, cans of coca cola etc. should not be allowed to go into the stream going into the Nile or go directly into the Nile. I will be consulting with the Minister of Justice because he is the Chief Legal Advisor of the government at the three levels and based on the advice of the Minister of Justice, we will either take legal action or issuing improvement orders.”   

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The Ministry of Public Service has officially declared Thursday and Friday public holidays to celebrate the country’s fourth Independence.  

The Ministry has sent a circular to all government offices, UN agencies, and Diplomatic Missions, NGOs and business bodies to that effect. 

The Undersecretary in the Ministry of Labour and Public Service, Hellen Achiro, says on Thursday the public is invited for the official celebrations, and Friday is being given off to allow people rest and reflect.

Hellen Achiro: “On Thursday, people are expected to be present for the occasion until very late and of course when this occasion is there, people go very early from morning hours until late evening and so it is important for people to have an off day because they will be very tired; and of course there are a lot of things people need to reflect about this important day.”

Parliamentarians held a special session of prayer on Monday ahead of Independence.  

The legislators were joined by the South Sudan Council of Churches to pray for peace in Assembly’s deliberation hall. 

During the prayers, Bishop Deng Isaiah of Juba Christian Centre urged the people of South Sudan not to lose hope and was confident of a better future for the country. 

Deng Isaiah: “That is very strange thing to say when everything is going from bad to worse and you the honorable members to know that better than anyone else because you face these issues every day. Violence, bloodshed and other terrible things happened like these drivers who were taking food to Lakes State. They were bringing food to help our people and they were slaughtered. All of those are very strange things to say that the best will come, but I have to tell you that we must not lose hope. There will be a time in which those things will be stories of the past and we will look back with hope and expectations that we were there but now we are here.”

The minority leader in the house - Onyoti Adigo says the politicians have let down the people of South Sudan.

Onyoti Adigo: “We have been fighting together. We have been eating together. We have been walking together, but still unfortunately we have let you down the people of South Sudan. We let them down – we the politicians – because of greed of power only but still God will not leave the people of South Sudan alone. God will still stand with them. We hope the coming year after independence we will have peace in South Sudan.”

Authorities in Western Equatoria are investigating the deaths of three traders who were gunned down on Sunday night.  

The traders, all Eritrean nationals, were shot dead by armed men in Maridi County.  County Commissioner Wilson Thomas has more. 

Wilson Thomas: “There were gunshots and our patrolling team went to the scene and found that three Eritrean traders were shot to death. It is not known why they were shot but they were shot in their rooms in the town. We are working hard to find out why. I am sure that my security will soon find out the culprits.”

In Western Bahr el Ghazal, an emergency court set up to try crime cases in Wau has officially been opened.  

Thirty one suspects arrested in security operations in the State Capital over the past two weeks are lined up for trial. 

Angelo Taban, the State Minister of Local Government says the court will look into crime cases, while cases of armed robbery will be referred to Wau High Court. 

Angelo Taban: “This court is opened here in Municipality. Daily, criminals should be tried here. Trials were supposed to start this morning, but technical preparations are needed to transfer cases from the register of night patrol to the court and verify cases. Those who threatened with guns or killed people will be transferred to the President of the high court. The remaining crimes will be tried here”.

And in regional news, East African leaders have held an emergency meeting to discuss the troubling situation in Burundi.  

The leaders met in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania and demanded President Pierre Nkuruzinza delay a controversial presidential election by two weeks until 30 July, after weeks of unrest.

Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni has been appointed to lead regional efforts to strike a deal with opposing parties during the two-week delay. 

Leaders of the five-nation East African Community had been due to meet Monday in Dar es Salaam, but Nkurunziza instead sent his foreign minister. 
Kenya and Rwanda were also represented at the ministerial level, leaving host Jakaya Kikwete of Tanzania and Museveni the only presidents in attendance.

Over 70 people have been killed in more than two months of protests in Burundi, with almost 144-thousand refugees fleeing to neighbouring countries.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Bor confirms 50 cholera cases 

· Environment Ministry considers action against businesses dumping waste into the River Nile

· Special crimes court officially launched in Wau 

Radio Miraya news.
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