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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:
· Regional leaders confirm attendance of Thursday’s Independence Day celebrations
· Maridi youth condemn unrest and arrest of youth suspects 

· Environment Ministry considers action against businesses dumping waste into the River Nile

Regional leaders have confirmed their attendance of Thursday’s Independence Day celebrations. 
Uganda President Yoweri Museveni has confirmed his presence as well as representatives from South Africa, Algeria and Botswana. 

Spokesperson in the Foreign Affairs Ministry, Mawien Akol Ariik says the government is still awaiting confirmation from other invited guests.  

Mawien Akol Ariik: “The confirmation we got… We have the President of Uganda, Yoweri Museveni. Also we have the Vice President of South Africa, Cyril Ramaphosa. We have a delegation from Algeria headed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs also coming here to celebrate, and we have an envoy, who is actually the Botswana envoy to Kenya who is coming as a representative of President of Botswana, but the country is still expecting more confirmation on the invitations given.”

Meanwhile the Ministry of Public Service has officially declared Thursday and Friday public holidays to celebrate the country’s fourth Independence.  

In Warrap state preparations have been completed for Thursday’s anniversary celebrations. 

The state capital Kuajok has been divided into zones to ease security patrols and the state government has finalized plans to mark the day.  

Choleta Peter Ugele Ugo is the SPLM assistant secretary for popular syndicated for youth and organization affairs in the state. She is making a call for peace as the country prepares to mark its 4th anniversary.  

Choleta Peter Ugele Ugo (Arabic): “We need president – in these two days we need peace – real peace - we have peace here in Kuajok  but other places have no peace -   it is must those people to put down guns – you are son of one father and one mother why do people return to fight? We get out from crisis today and again we return to crisis –we need peace – we need peace – SPLM needs peace.”

Youth in Western Equatoria have condemned the recent arrest of youth in Maridi County. 

In an exclusive interview with Radio Miraya, Simple John, the president of the state youth union called for an investigation into the recent arrests and alleged killings. He is calling on the youth to remain calm as investigations are conducted. 

Simple John: “On behalf of the youth of WES, I condemn in the strongest possible terms the recent conflict and continuous killing of our youth, traders, elders women and children and arrest of our youth in Maridi county - WES.  I am calling upon the government to stop this bloodshed, investigate and bring the perpetrators to justice and find the root causes of the conflict in Maridi as soon as possible and release the 35 youth arrested in Maridi county WES and I am also calling upon the youth in Maridi to remain calm and not take the law into their own hands.” 

Western Equatoria State Governor – Joseph Bangasi  Bakosoro and an MP representing Maridi - Justin Joseph Marona recently alleged that a commando unit of the army was causing disturbances in the county. 

The army is yet to respond to the claims.”  

The UN Children’s Organisation UNICEF is embarking on a series of trainings in response to the outbreak.

UNICEF’s Deputy Representative in South Sudan, Ettie Higgins, says the training is targeting over 170 representatives from both the government and non-governmental partners. She says this will improve their capacity in communicating relevant and correct information to the public. 

Ettie Higgins: “The training that UNICEF is focusing on is for social mobilization. This means that we are trying to ensure the community receives the correct messages in order to prevent cholera. Social mobilization will be done through different ways including radio, distribution of materials, having focus group discussions at community levels. It is also making sure that teachers and schools can pass messages to students so that they understand when they go home how to prevent cholera at home using basic hygiene.”

Meanwhile UNICEF continues to monitor children who were demobilized from armed ranks in Pibor, Jonglei state as they are reintegrated into their communities.  

Earlier this year more than 1,700 children were released by the Cobra Faction of David Yau Yau following signing of a peace deal with the government.  

UNICEF Deputy Representative Ettie Higgins says they are working closely with partners as the children enroll in schools and livelihood programmes.  

Ettie Higgins: “They are now engaged in education or livelihood programmes. As you know, we have been working hard to re-establish schools in the Greater Pibor Area together with the Minister of Education and psychological support also provided to the release children is also continuing. We are seeing they have really demonstrated improved outcomes and thus emotional wellbeing. Now that they are back to their families and in their communities, they are able to go to school and have livelihood opportunities.”
More cholera cases have been confirmed in Bor, Jonglei state.  

A total of 51 cases and one death have been reported at the cholera treatment center at Bor hospital. 

According to the National Cholera Taskforce, most of the reported cases are children under the age of five years.  The first case in Bor was reported on the 26 June.  

In Juba County the number of cholera cases has spiked to 654 with 31 deaths. Most of the new cases are coming in from News site, Gumbo, Nyakuron West and Gudele 1.  

The Ministry of Environment is seeking legal advice on how to deal with hotels and businesses dumping waste into the River Nile and other protected water points. 

Environment Minister Deng Deng Hoc says his office has started conducting spot inspections after complaints from the community that their water sources were being contaminated.  

Speaking on Miraya this morning, Deng said he will consult with the Ministry of Justice on what action to take.  

Deng Deng Hoc: “We found out that waste management, you know some hotels are doing well some others are not and they need to double their efforts in order to manage the waste more effectively and ensure that waste like empty bottles of water, cans of coca cola etc. should not be allowed to go into the stream going into the Nile or go directly into the Nile. I will be consulting with the Minister of Justice because he is the Chief Legal Advisor of the government at the three levels and based on the advice of the Minister of Justice, we will either take legal action or issuing improvement orders.”   

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
In Western Bahr el Ghazal, an emergency court set up to try crime cases in Wau has officially been opened.  

Thirty one suspects arrested in security operations in the State Capital over the past two weeks are lined up for trial. 

Angelo Taban, the State Minister of Local Government says the court will look into crime cases, while cases of armed robbery will be referred to Wau High Court. 

Angelo Taban: “This court is opened here in Municipality. Daily, criminals should be tried here. Trials were supposed to start this morning, but technical preparations are needed to transfer cases from the register of night patrol to the court and verify cases. Those who threatened with guns or killed people will be transferred to the President of the high court. The remaining crimes will be tried here.”
Still in Western Bahr el Ghazal, farmers there have started receiving loans to boost food security.  

The three-year project funded by the European Union is being implemented by the Hope Agency for Relief and development organization (HARD).  
Cleto Ireneo, the organization’s Executive Director says the money will be distributed through farmers associations across the state.  

Ireneo says the associations will receive up to 30,000 South Sudanese pounds each.  

Clip… ……… Cleto Ireneo: “Today, we have 13 group of farmers. We shall give them loans. Each group’s money will be between 25,000 to 26,000 South Sudanese pounds. The total of the money we shall give out to the farmers today is 260,000 pounds. We give a farmer his own freedom and give him the money. If he wants to use it to buy farming tools or if he wants to use the money to bring labourers to this farm, he is free on condition that by the end of the season, they will reimburse the money to their savings with 15% interest.”
In regional news, at least 14 people have been killed and several others wounded in a gun attack near a military camp at the Kenyan border with Somalia. 

It is believed the victims were workers from a local quarry in Mandera County in the north-east of the country. 

Residents heard two explosions, followed by heavy gunfire in the middle of a night. 

Militia group al-Shabab, which operates out of Somalia, has been linked to the attack. 

And, a Zambian writer who lives in the United State has promised to share her winnings in the Caine Prize for African Writing with the runners up. 

Namwali Serpell received a 15,000 dollar prize for her short story ‘The Sack’. 
The judges described it as innovative, stylistically stunning, haunting and enigmatic.  

Ms. Serpell was among five writers short-listed for the prize, regarded as Africa's leading literary award. 
Two South Africans and two Nigerians were also shortlisted for the prize.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· Regional leaders confirm attendance of Thursday’s Independence Day celebrations

· Maridi youth condemn unrest and arrest of youth suspects 

· Environment Ministry considers action against businesses dumping waste into the River Nile
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