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7th July 2015 

Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines: 
· President Kiir inaugurates government and legislature for next three years

· Former detainees arrive in Juba ahead of Independence Day celebrations 
· Central Bank to launch coins into circulation  

President Salva Kiir has officially inaugurated the government and National Legislature for the next three years.  

The term of office of the current government officially expires on 9th July. 

However in March, the National Legislature approved the extension of the President’s tenure by three years – a move the government says was necessary for stability amid the ongoing conflict.  

The measure also extends the tenure of the legislature and state assemblies.  

In his speech to the National Legislature this morning, President Salva Kiir spoke on the economy and security. 

On the economy, the President said the country has never been economically independent.  On security, he said the government will make the restoration of peace and stability a priority over the next three years. 

Seven members of the SPLM former detainees led by recently reinstated Secretary General, Pagan Amum, arrived in Juba this morning ahead of tomorrow’s fourth independence anniversary celebrations.

The arrival of the group, which includes John Luk Jok, Kosti Manibe, Madut Biar, Chol Tong Mayai, Gier Chuang and Cirino Hiteng, is the next step in the full implementation of the Arusha Re-unification Agreement.

Speaking to the press at Juba International Airport, spokesperson for the Arusha Agreement Akol Paul says it is their final return to the country.

Paul Akol: “This is their final arrival to South Sudan and I would like to inform you about our commitment as SPLM leadership for the implementation of the Arusha Agreement. The coming period of three years is going to be a challenging period and we shall work together with our comrades who have just come and the entire SPLM leadership to stop the war, reconcile the people of south Sudan, unite them and work for the redevelopment of the war affected states. We shall also work on the reforms, to reform the SPLM and reform the government and to enhance the process of service delivery to our citizens.” 

Regional leaders have confirmed their attendance of Thursday’s Independence Day celebrations. 

Uganda President Yoweri Museveni has confirmed his presence as well as representatives from South Africa, Algeria and Botswana. 

Spokesperson in the Foreign Affairs Ministry, Mawien Akol Ariik says the government is still awaiting confirmation from other invited guests.  

Mawien Akol Ariik: “The confirmation we got… We have the President of Uganda, Yoweri Museveni. Also we have the Vice President of South Africa, Cyril Ramaphosa. We have a delegation from Algeria headed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs also coming here to celebrate, and we have an envoy, who is actually the Botswana envoy to Kenya who is coming as a representative of President of Botswana, but the country is still expecting more confirmation on the invitations given.”

Meanwhile the Ministry of Public Service has officially declared Thursday and Friday public holidays to celebrate the country’s fourth Independence.  

The organizing committee for the fourth Independence Day anniversary has announced free transport to the venue of the celebrations at the John Garang Mausoleum. 
A member of Sub-Committee for Mobilization Bol Sultan says the capital has been divided into three blocks. These include Kator, Muniki and Juba for easy pick up of people by buses in the early hours of Thursday morning.

Sultan says the mobilization work is progressing, adding that the organization process has been inclusive.

Bol Sultan: “Let’s come and celebrate our independence. Let’s come and celebrate recognition of our own identity. Let’s come and celebrate the lives of those who sacrificed their lives for us to enjoy this freedom. Let’s come and forgive one another. Let’s come (and stand) together as one people and one country. Let’s be there as a family – as a big family, a happy family and forgive one other and let’s see the way forward. I need to urge the youth to be there too because they are the leader of tomorrow.”

You’re listening to Radio Miraya news.
The Central Bank will today launch coins into circulation. 

The money will be in the denominations of 10, 20 and 50 piasters. 

Last month, Central Bank Governor Korneilio Koriom Mayik presented a report to the National Parliament suggesting coins would normalize market prices and make it easier for people to purchase commodities.  

The Upper Nile State government says an assessment will need to be completed before state government can relocate back to Malakal.  

State administration temporarily transferred its headquarters to Renk last month, following sustained fighting between opposition and government forces.   

Three days since the army retook control of the town from opposition forces, the State Information Minister Peter Hoth Tuach says an assessment team will be sent to establish the extent of damage before the administrative seat can be returned.  

Hoth Tuach: “Renk has been chosen as a temporary headquarters of the state government.  If the situation returns to normal in Malakal, there will be a plan to move back. There will be an assessment team first to assess the situation. As you know most of the government institutions have been destroyed and we cannot move today or tomorrow even if the rebels have been defeated, we will need time for the government to work on those.” 

Two suspects have been arrested in connection with the murder of four foreign truck drivers in Rumbek East, Lakes State. 

Three Somalis and one Ugandan were shot dead in an act of mob justice after a South Sudanese national was knocked dead by a truck early this week. 

Rumbek East County Commissioner, Martin Mathian, says the suspects took the law into their hands and shot the drivers to avenge the death of their relative. 

Mathian says the suspects arrested are both relatives of the deceased man. 

Martin Mathian: “We have managed to arrest his two brothers – one is called Marko Mayo Madhur and the other is called Maker Manyang Madhur. These are the brothers of the looters. You know we are trying… Authorities are trying to calm down everything but the problem is the possession of guns which has become a big problem in Lakes State. Everybody has a gun. It is the illegal possession of guns – if the government managed to disarm the population it would be better than giving them free movement with a rifle illegally.” 

And in health news, the World Health Organisation is calling on countries to raise taxes on tobacco products such as cigarettes. 

The WHO says tobacco kills up to six million people each year: more than HIV/AIDs, tuberculosis and malaria combined. 

Since 2008, the agency has promoted government action on six areas aimed at stamping out the tobacco epidemic.

Known by the acronym MPOWER, the measures include monitoring use, enforcing advertising bans and raising taxes on tobacco products.

Dr. Douglas Bettcher, Director of WHO's Department for the Prevention of Non-communicable Diseases, says taxing tobacco products is one of the most efficient and cost-effective ways to discourage use.

Douglas Bettcher: "Despite substantial evidence that tobacco taxation is the most efficient measure to reduce consumption, unfortunately, it is still the least widely implemented of the MPOWER measures. Only 33 countries covering one in ten people worldwide have implemented the MPOWER measure at the highest level; i.e. more than 75 per cent the package price."

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· President Kiir inaugurates government and legislature for next three years

· Former detainees arrive in Juba ahead of Independence Day celebrations 

· Central Bank to launch coins into circulation  

Radio Miraya news.
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