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8th July 2015 

Good evening, it’s 5 o’clock. I’m David Lukan.
The Headlines
· President Kiir inaugurates three-year mandate 
· Traffic police release guidelines ahead of tomorrow’s Independence celebrations
· Central bank launches coins into circulation 
President Salva Kiir has officially inaugurated the government and National Legislature for the next three years.  

The term of office of the current government officially expires on 9th July. However, in March the National Legislature approved the extension of the President’s tenure by three years - a move the government says was necessary for stability amid the ongoing conflict.  

The measure also extends the tenure of the legislature and state assemblies.  

In his speech to the National Legislature this morning, President Salva Kiir spoke on the economy and security. 

On the economy, the President said the country has never been economically independent. 

While on security, President Kiir said the government will make the restoration of peace and stability a priority over the next three years. 

Kiir: “Honorable speaker and honorable members, let me be honest and say that since we became free on the 9th of July 2011, our country has not achieved economic independence. As a result our financial situation fluctuated between bad to worse.  Therefore all the plans that were compiled by the institutions of this government for major infrastructure development, service sector transformation and the development of strong governance institutions failed to materialize to a large extent.”
Traffic Police have released guidelines for tomorrow’s Independence celebrations.  

Central Equatoria State Traffic Police Director Colonel Daniel Wani says main access roads to the venue in Juba such as Airport Road, Muduria roundabout and the intersection of seven days will be closed to the public to allow officials and VIP guests to access the John Garang mausoleum for the celebrations. 

 The public will only be allowed foot access along the closed roads to get to the venue. 

Seven members of the SPLM former detainees led by recently reinstated party Secretary General - Pagan Amum arrived in Juba this morning ahead of tomorrow’s 4th independent anniversary celebrations.

The arrival of the group, which includes John Luk Jok, Kosti Manibe, Madut Biar, Chol Tong Mayai, Gier Chuang and Cirino Hiteng, is the next step in the full implementation of the Arusha re-unification agreement.

Speaking to the press at Juba International Airport, spokesperson for the Arusha Agreement Akol Paul says it is their final return to the country.

Akol: “This is their final arrival to South Sudan and I would like to inform you about our commitment as SPLM leadership for the implementation of the Arusha Agreement. The coming period of three years is going to be a challenging period and we shall work together with our comrades who have just come and the entire SPLM leadership to stop the war reconcile the people of South Sudan, to unite them and work for the redevelopment of the war affected states. We shall also work on the reforms, to reform the SPLM and reform the government and to enhance the process of service delivery to our citizens.”
The Bank of South Sudan has officially introduced coins into circulation. 
President Salva Kiir launched the money today in the denominations of 1 pound, 2 pounds, 10 piasters, 20 piaster and 50 piasters.  

The President said the introduction of the coins does not have anything to do with inflation, but is meant to provide better divisibility and make it easier for the public to make purchases.  

The President sounded a strong warning against corruption and urged for self-reliance.  

Kiir: “If we can do things by ourselves and become self-reliant I don’t think anybody can talk about hunger in South Sudan.  We are talking about reforms in the government and you are talking about reforms. The Central Bank of South Sudan must adopt the reforms in order to combat corruption. You know there are so many things being said about you in the bank – there is a lot of corruption and you have to fight it.  Where do people get the hard currency to go to the black market with it when someone comes officially looking for dollars? There are people making business in the black market and this is not fair, and we have to fight it all so that we avoid corruption.”
You’re listening to Radio Miraya News
The visiting Executive Director of UN Women is asking the government to do more to address women’s and girls’ issues.  

Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka winds up a two-day visit to the country, during which she met with government leaders.  

She says she is leaving the country with mixed feelings.  

Mlambo-Ngcuka: “Ideally now we should be much better than where we were a year ago. But the recent reports    give one impression -- that we taking a step forward and a step backward. So it is mixed. There is a reason to be concerned. But I still think that we can still move on with the work that we needed to do. I was encouraged that all the government ministers that I spoke to sounded like they were committed to address the situation, but we need much more to happen than what has happened thus far.”     

On the recent UN and UNICEF reports on the atrocities by armed forces, Phumzile is urging the government to investigate and hold the perpetrators accountable.  

Mlambo-Ngcuka: “We did discuss all the violence and the allegations. The government still maintains a stance that these are allegations that have not been proven. And we are just urged that there is need to investigate so that this can be clarified so that perpetrators can be brought to book and also that protection of women and girls can be enhanced.”

A group of 40 armed men has attacked Aweil Center County in Northern Bahr el Ghazal.  

The men entered Aroyo town in the early hours of Tuesday morning and kidnapped six people before releasing three.  

State Information Minister Wek Kuc Deng says the attackers stole medicines from a government hospital and looted shops in the town.  

Kuc Deng says a young boy was shot and injured in the incident. 
Deng: “Yesterday … at about 3am, Aroyo Town headquarters of Aweil Center County was attacked by 40 armed people. They shot a small boy and that boy is still alive now; he did not die. The same people looted the market and took away with them some biscuits in the shops. They went as far as attacking and looting the hospital and took away with them Plumpy’Nut meant for malnourished children within the same Aroyo. They caught six people and they released three and drove three away. The three people who were released are the ones who say that the number of the people was 40.”

The Minister says organized forces are pursing the attackers who appeared to head in the direction of Western Bahr el Ghazal state.  

And in health news
The World Health Organization is calling on countries to raise taxes on tobacco products such as cigarettes. 

The WHO says tobacco kills up to six million people each year, more than HIV/AIDs, tuberculosis and malaria combined. 

Since 2008, the agency has promoted government action on six areas aimed at stamping out the tobacco epidemic.

Known by the acronym MPOWER, the measures include monitoring use, enforcing advertising bans and raising taxes on tobacco products.

Dr Douglas Bettcher, Director of WHO's Department for the Prevention of Non-communicable Diseases, says taxing tobacco products is one of the most efficient and cost-effective ways to discourage use 

Bettcher: "Despite substantial evidence that tobacco taxation is the most efficient measure to reduce consumption, unfortunately, it is still the least widely implemented of the MPOWER measures. Only 33 countries covering 1 in 10 people worldwide have implemented the MPOWER measure at the highest level -- i.e. more than 75 per cent the package price."
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· President Kiir inaugurates three-year mandate

· Traffic police release guidelines ahead of tomorrow’s Independence celebrations
· Central bank launches coins into circulation 
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