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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:
· Women and children killed in deadly cattle raid in Lakes State 
· Grenade explosion in Kuajok market leaves two dead
· ICRC suspends operations in Kodok, Upper Nile 
Up to 20 people, including women and children have been killed in a cattle raid in Lakes State.  
The weekend attack was on Papou cattle camp in Yirol East County. 
Fingers are being pointed at youth from neighboring Rumbek East and Rumbek Center counties.   
The Commissioner of Yirol West County George Kuac Dhieu said the attack was orchestrated by about 400 to 500 armed youth suspected to have come from neighbouring Rumbek East and Centre counties.

Kuac Dhieu: “They were Agar, but I don’t know from where… All these tribes, they were like 400-500, this is what i received.  But I witnessed those who were killed; I went over one by one until I counted 20.  That side of Agar is one person, then from Yirol East they were 20 then plus a girl who died. It was in a cattle camp called Papul.”

In a separate incident, nine people were killed and 17 wounded in sectional clashes between youth of Rumbek East and Rumbek Centre.  
The weekend fighting is believed to have been sparked off when a young man from the Panyoun clan in Rumbek Centre was killed by youth suspected to have come from the Dhiei section in Rumbek East, prompting a revenge attack from the Panyoun side. 

A grenade explosion at a market in Kuajok, Warrap state has left two people dead and 12 others wounded.  

The grenade was thrown into the market on Sunday, by an unidentified man who was among the dead. 

Kuajok Town Mayor Ben Ajiek Ajiek says the injured include children and traders from Darfur. 

Ben Ajiek Ajiek: “Those are the four street children currently at Kuajok hospital and the total number of victims are 11 plus the person who bombed himself. He is thought to be military or police but we are yet to identify him exactly. Out of the 12 people we have six Darfurians. One of the Darfurian guys who owns that shop or a bar lost one hand and all six Darfurians are in Wau now.”

Authorities are trying to establish the motive behind the incident, although they largely suspect the attacker was under the influence of alcohol at the time. 

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has suspended operations in the Kodok area of Upper Nile.  

This follows an incident in which a hospital supported by the medical charity group was caught in heavy crossfire between government and opposition forces.  

Two people, one of whom was a patient, were killed and 11 people injured in the 5 July incident. 

At the time of the attack, there were approximately 70 patients being treated. 
ICRC spokesperson Layal Horanieh says up to 40,000 people have been left without access to vital medical care. 

Layal Horanieh: “This hospital in Kodok serves a catchment area of 40,000 people. Eleven patients have died because they were not able to be attended to by our expert surgical units. Forty new patients have arrived as a result of the crossfire since we left – so we are trying our best to keep following the situation in order to ensure that we can return but we can only return only if the security situation allows us to. Currently what we are looking at before we return is options of evacuating the patients that are currently in the hospital that need medical care, possibly evacuating them to other places, but logistically this has proven to be a big challenge.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The Director of Currency at the Central Bank of South Sudan says the introduction coins in the market will encourage competition among retailers. 

Speaking on Radio Miraya this morning, Dier Tong said the best currency is the one that allows for easy divisibility. 

He says the introduction will allow retailers to compete in pricing their items, to the benefit of consumers.

Dier Tong: “In banking – in currency in particular – one of the characteristics of a good of currency is divisibility. You have to have a reasonable splitting up of this money so that it can encourage competition. The importance of the introduction of……might have gone for increasing this water to one. ”   

Tong also revealed that the government will introduce one and two South Sudanese pound coins next year. 

Dier Tong: “As we speak now, the 10 piasters, the 20 piasters and the 50 piasters will be immediately introduced to the market. We are going to withdraw the one pound slowly from circulation.” 

The National Ministry of Health is appealing to the public to access cholera treatment centers closest to them for quick response. 

The ministry’s Director of health Education and Promotion, Mary Denis, says six Oral Rehydration Points (ORPs) have been set up at different locations in Juba.

She says the Points are in Gudele one, El Sabah hospital and primary health Care Centers of Muniki, Nyokuron, Kator and Gurei.

Mary Denis: “I am asking the community wherever is near to you, please you need to access the ORPs if you have somebody with serious diarrhea, because cholera can kill very fast because you will be losing water from your body. If you have anybody with serious diarrhea, go to the places I just mentioned. They are close to you and then from there we can then arrange to move to the three Cholera Treatment Centers (CTCs) that I mentioned: Juba Teaching Hospital, Muniki Block A CTC and you have Gumbo CTC.”

The Ministry of Health and partners are also conducting training for social mobilizers on cholera prevention. 

The two-day training which starts today has drawn 30 participants from Torit, Bor and parts of Upper Nile State.
Meanwhile, Doctors without Borders (MSF), in collaboration with the Ministry of Health, has opened a Cholera Treatment Centre in Juba in response to the cholera outbreak.  

The 800-square meter facility is located in the neighborhood of Munuki, Block A, and can accommodate up to 150 patients. 

MSF Holland Head of Mission Paul Critchley says the Ministry of Health is preparing ambulances to move people from other congested centers to the newly opened facility.
Paul Critchley: “We are setting up referral systems from the re-hydration centers in the area. We are working with Ministry of Health to start up the ambulance system to move patients there, and we are preparing for the possibility with the rain in Juba, that we will have an increase in transmission. If there is a need to increase and if there are more requirements for more cholera beds, this centre can be expanded to take 150 beds. If need be, we will react to the needs.”

Still on cholera, the government has been called on to make clean water more affordable, as a long and short term solution to the outbreak.  

In a report released today, OXFAM says the high cost and scarcity of clean water puts people at much greater risk of the deadly yet preventable disease. 

The charity group is asking the government to consider fuel subsidies for water transporters and paying for water treatment centers.   

OXFAM Country Director Zlatko Gegic says the government must prioritize investments in water and health infrastructure. 
Zlatko Gegic: “People simply do not have enough money to buy safe clean water – they are resorting to extreme measures like drinking water straight from the River Nile or other untreated water sources. Our main concern is unless something is done along a long-term period to enable people to have access to clean water, we are afraid that we might have a situation where these outbreaks might continue even after we contain this current one.”

The latest tally from the National Cholera Taskforce puts the number of cholera cases in both Juba and Bor at 862 with 34 deaths.  

The second round of the oral cholera vaccination campaign in Juba is set to start this week. 

A midwife at Juba Teaching Hospital is advising pregnant women to seek proper antenatal care. 
Judith Cenia Adroga, the in charge of the hospital’s maternity ward, says they often receive mothers with complications arising from lack of proper care.  
Cenia says this makes it difficult to identify problems related to delivery.

Judith Cenia Adrogo: “I am advising the mother who are pregnant to deliver at the hospital because these two caesarian sections which happened are all emergency and the other one who have three previous cuts knows she is delivering in operation but she delays, when coming the baby was distressed .The other one also she is not attending the antenatal she is not, she is jus at home and again she come with abnormality of the baby, she cannot push and she went to the operation. So I am advising the community to come and make the delivery in the hospital before the delivery you have and follow your antenatal clinic so if there is any problem it will be identified early and you will be helped before you reach to stress or you reach to difficulties.”

Elsewhere, at least five people have been killed in an attack by Al Shabab militants in Somalia.

The militants attacked two hotels, near the Parliament building in the Capital Mogadishu. The attack happened as the hotels were busy with people breaking their Ramadan fast.
A security operation has now ended at one of the hotels, near the parliament building. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· Women and children killed in deadly cattle raid in Lakes State 

· Grenade explosion in Kuajok market leaves two dead

· ICRC suspends operations in Kodok, Upper Nile 

Radio Miraya news.
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