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Good evening, it’s 5 o’clock. I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines
· Budget review process on track    
· Fuel operators in Rumbek close businesses over directive to reduce prices
· Grenade explosion in Kuajok market leaves two dead
Scrutiny of the 2015-2016 national budget is progressing well. 
Some committees scrutinizing the different allocations in the resource envelope have completed work. 

The budget proposal was divided into the sectors of economy, social services and sovereignty and distributed amongst the different house committees for scrutiny.  

Thomas Wani Kundu Chairperson of the information committee says the respective committees are tasked with clarifying issues that are not clear with different stakeholders. Kundu says the process is moving on, despite the slight delay. 

Kundu: “What is important here is we need the implementing agencies to answer some queries before we approve the budget and so that together we can move.  Am sure we shall pass it, will not take long. And number two, you may recall that the last weeks people were busy preparing for the celebrations and above all four days were granted for holiday. This was able to contribute to this delay. But to us this is not a delay because committees are working; the ministers are there, all the implementing agencies are there answering queries.” 

National Finance Minister David Deng Athorbei tabled the resource envelope amounting to over 10 million pounds before the legislature at the end of last month.  

It is expected to be returned to the Parliament for deliberation on the 21st of this month for further deliberation.
Fuel operators in Rumbek kept their businesses closed today, protesting an order from the state ministry of finance to reduce prices.  

The order instructs the fuel operators to bring down prices from the current 25 pounds to 9 pounds a liter. 

The Communication Officer for Taam Petroleum Company, Saleiman Amarman, says they are willing to compromise on a price of 12 pounds, a request the state has denied.  

Saleiman says the reduced prices will negatively impact their businesses. 

Saleiman: “We wanted to supply the Rumbek area and also Rumbek Central. We have petroleum. Almost we have not worked two months because of the difficulties on the road and high dollar and prices of fuel are high. That is why our problem now; we cannot sell nine pounds, not more it is, we want only twelve. If we get twelve we continue with our work. Here Rumbek is nine is very difficult. We expect the government to increase the prices of fuel.”

State Finance Minister Kuol Daniel Ayulo says the high prices are hurting consumers.  Ayulo says they came up with the 9 pound price in consultation with NILE PET. 

Ayulo: “The reason why we insist that fuel should be sold at nine pounds is that we are in contact with NilePet, which is the main supplier of the fuel in the country and the allocation of fuel to all States, including Lakes State. And the price NilePet is selling fuel is five pound per liter. So we are not seeing the reason why they can buy fuel in Juba, come and sale them at twelve pounds in Rumbek. If we allow now to increase prices -- now and then and we have to increase the payslip and prices are going up definitely it will go to inflation.”

Authorities in Western Equatoria state are hunting down the people behind an attack on a truck driver in Mundri East County.  

County Commissioner January Johnny says the driver fell into an ambush in Lanyi payam on Thursday last week.  

The attackers killed the driver and looted the merchandise that was loaded on the truck. The incident has sparked panic, causing several residents to flee the Lanyi area. 

January Johnny is urging residents to return to their homes as extra security has been deployed to the area.  

Johnny: “The police are carrying out investigations about what happened. Up to now the police are searching who are those criminals that did this. They also want to know where they come from. They will know this through the chiefs, payam administrator and the people living there. We will investigate who is behind, for us to arrest and then we can question them.  Another problem is that we have a few police forces, and they don’t have guns. You will find five or two have guns but the rest carry sticks.”

A grenade explosion at a market in Kuajok, Warrap state has left two people dead and 12 others wounded.  

The grenade was thrown into the market on Sunday, by an unidentified man who was among the dead. 

Kuajok Town Mayor Ben Ajiek Ajiek says the injured include children and traders from Darfur. 

Ben Ajiek Ajiek: “Those are the four street children currently at Kuajok hospital and the total number of victims are 11 plus the person who bombed himself. He is thought to be military or police but we are yet to identify him exactly. Out of the 12 people we have six Darfurians. One of the Darfurian guys who owns that shop or a bar lost one hand and all six Darfurians are in Wau now.”

Authorities are trying to establish the motive behind the incident, although they largely suspect the attacker was under the influence of alcohol at the time. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
The Director of Currency at the Central Bank of South Sudan says the introduction coins in the market will encourage competition among retailers. 

Speaking on Radio Miraya this morning, Dier Tong said the best currency is the one that allows for easy divisibility. 

He says the introduction will allow retailers to compete in pricing their items to the benefit of consumers.

Dier Tong: “In banking – in currency in particular – one of the characteristics of a good of currency is divisibility. You have to have a reasonable splitting up of this money so that it can encourage competition. The importance of the introduction of……might have gone for increasing this water to one. ”   

Tong also revealed that the government will introduce 1 and 2 pound coins next year. 

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has suspended operations in the Kodok area of Upper Nile.  

This follows an incident in which a hospital supported by the medical charity group was caught in heavy crossfire between government and opposition forces.  

Two people, one of whom was a patient, were killed and 11 people injured in the 5 July incident. 

At the time of the attack, there were approximately 70 patients being treated. 

ICRC spokesperson Layal Horanieh says up to 40,000 people have been left without access to vital medical care. 

Layal Horanieh: “This hospital in Kodok serves a catchment area of 40,000 people. Eleven patients have died because they were not able to be attended to by our expert surgical units. Forty new patients have arrived as a result of the crossfire since we left – so we are trying our best to keep following the situation in order to ensure that we can return but we can only return only if the security situation allows us to. Currently what we are looking at before we return is options of evacuating the patients that are currently in the hospital that need medical care, possibly evacuating them to other places, but logistically this has proven to be a big challenge.”

Wau Teaching Hospital in Western Bahr el Ghazal state is facing a host of challenges that is making it difficult to attend to patients.  

The State Minister of Heath, Isaac Cleto, has presented a policy statement to the state assembly, highlighting challenges in staffing, equipment and utilities.  

Cleto: “The water supply is not connected to service points, leading to poor hygiene in Wau Teaching Hospital. Sustainability of 24 hours electricity supply in Wau Teaching Hospital is a challenge, limited imaging services both diagnostic and therapeutic. The laboratory lacks basic tests; there is an inadequate blood bank service due to interrupted flow of supplies and uninstalled equipment. Office spaces are always a challenge, there is a shortage of managerial staff, and the operating budget is inadequate, shortage of logistics and chronic shortage of essential and life-saving drugs supply.”

In his statement the minister also acknowledged achievements in the ministry over the past year, highlighting the recruitment of medical cadres, successful fistula campaigns and medical camps for psychiatric patients.  

He also highlighted positive strides in the delivery of HIV negative babies born from infected mothers.  
The National Ministry of Health is appealing to the public to access cholera treatment centers closest to them for quick response. 

The ministry’s Director of health Education and Promotion, Mary Denis, says six Oral Rehydration Points (ORPs) have been set up at different locations in Juba.

She says the Points are in Gudele one, El Sabah hospital and primary health Care Centers of Muniki, Nyokuron, Kator and Gurei.

Mary Denis: “I am asking the community wherever is near to you, please you need to access the ORPs if you have somebody with serious diarrhea, because cholera can kill very fast because you will be losing water from your body. If you have anybody with serious diarrhea, go to the places I just mentioned. They are close to you and then from there we can then arrange to move to the three Cholera Treatment Centers (CTCs) that I mentioned: Juba Teaching Hospital, Muniki Block CTC and you have Gumbo CTC.”

The Ministry of Health and partners are also conducting training for social mobilizers on cholera prevention. 

The two-day training which starts today has drawn 30 participants from Torit, Bor and parts of Upper Nile State.

Meanwhile, Doctors without Borders (MSF), in collaboration with the Ministry of Health, has opened a Cholera Treatment Centre in Juba in response to the cholera outbreak.  

The 800-square meter facility is located in the neighborhood of Munuki, Block A, and can accommodate up to 150 patients. 

MSF Holland Head of Mission Paul Critchley says the Ministry of Health is preparing ambulances to move people from other congested centers to the newly opened facility.

Paul Critchley: “We are setting up referral systems from the re-hydration centers in the area. We are working with Ministry of Health to start up the ambulance system to move patients there, and we are preparing for the possibility with the rain in Juba, that we will have an increase in transmission. If there is a need to increase and if there are more requirements for more cholera beds, this centre can be expanded to take 150 beds. If need be, we will react to the needs.”

Elsewhere, the Somali government says it will submit its dispute with Kenya over their sea border to the International Court of Justice.

The disputed ocean territory stretches for more than 100,000 sq. km.

Tests have shown potential reserves of gas in the area. 

The dispute has been going on for the last six years, keeping investors away because of a lack of legal clarity over who owns potential off-shore oil and gas reserves.

Somalia wants the maritime border to continue along the line of the land border to the south-east, while Kenya wants the sea border to go in a straight line east.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again 
· Budget review process on track 

· Fuel operators in Rumbek close businesses over directive to reduce prices  

· Grenade explosion in Kuajok market leaves two dead
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