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Good afternoon, it’s 1 o’clock. I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines
· University students remain camped at Cairo embassy over unpaid allowances
· Finance Ministry consults with government institutions over budget estimates 
· Renk farmers anxious over planting season
South Sudanese university students in Cairo, Egypt are still waiting for communication from the government on their plight. 
The students have been camped at the embassy in Cairo for over two weeks now, demanding payment of allowances for the past 11 months.  

The 160 students are meant to receive 100 dollars each per month under a government scholarship program.  

Student leader Kot Maker says their condition remains dire.

Maker: “The situation is actually very disturbing. The students are starving to death; no food, and no drink.  They are only surviving on their own contributions that they are doing for themselves. No one from the embassy has come to visit us. It is only ourselves, the South Sudanese students and the South Sudanese community here. They just try to visit us sometimes, but the situation is deteriorating very fast and the students are demoralized, but we still have hope our government will address the issue of the students.” 

The students are demanding to meet with the ambassador in a desperate attempt to find a solution to their dilemma.  
Spokesperson in the foreign affairs ministry, Mawien Makol Ariik, says the embassy staff has not been able to meet with the students. 

Mawien: “You know the staff cannot come to the embassy because the students have occupied the embassy and they are in the entire embassy premises, so they were advised to stay at home until the thing is solved and that is the main reason why the staff cannot come to the embassy.  But now the ambassador is here. Anthony Louis Kon came here to Juba and he is liaising and talking to the Minister of Education about this issue of students, so hopefully now the ambassador is here and contacts are going on to try to solve the issue.”

Last month the council of ministers resolved to send a team from the ministries of education and foreign affairs to address the issue.  The team was authorized to travel, but no solution has been found.

The Ministry of finance is consulting with Director Generals of government institutions as part of the 2015-2016 budget review process.  

The Director Generals are giving clarity on their expected expenditures and their priorities for the new financial year.  

The undersecretary for planning in the finance ministry, Wani Buyu Dyori, says the breakdowns will be sent to Parliament to guide the legislators as they review the budget proposals.  

Dyori: “I am calling all the DGs, Directors Generals, of all the spending agencies to inform them that the fiscal year 2015/2016 Budget is already submitted to the parliament and we have not broken it down in accordance to the items that we are required to meet this year. And so we are asking to give us breakdown of the ceiling according to their priorities -- not finance priorities, their priorities. They will give it to us then we shall compile it and give it to the parliament for deliberations.”

The national draft budget of more than 10 billion pounds was tabled by the finance minister last month and is expected to be returned to Parliament for deliberation next Tuesday.
The first Bishop of Mvolo County in Western Equatoria is encouraging citizens to embrace education, sports and farming as drivers of peace and unity.  

Bishop John Abraham Nyari, who was installed as the Bishop of Yuri diocese in May this year, has made a passionate call for peace.  
Nyari: “My key point to your people, especially the leader of the republic, is that we have to come down before God to put God first in our plans, in our activities. Then God will be the one to give us wisdom so that we lead his people, be it in the Church as well as in the government. This is really my key message to the people of Republic of South Sudan. Young and Old, the youth as well as the elders, politicians and also the church leaders. This is really my point for our country.”

Farmers in Renk County, Upper Nile, say they are still waiting for support from the government for them to start cultivation. 

The farmers have prepared their gardens, but urgently need tools and seeds if they are to make it in time for the planting season. 

State Minister for Agriculture Dhieu Chan Luol says he has contacted the national ministry in Juba for assistance.  

Luol: “Since yesterday I was in phone contact with the national minister of agriculture in regards to issues of support to the farmers. The national minister has promised help and I will follow up with him. Farming is now very expensive. Now one barrel of diesel is 3,000 pounds. This amount is very difficult for farmers. Seeds are another problem. They are very expensive. Some farmers could not harvest their produce in the last farming season due to insecurity. Therefore, there is need to support the farmers.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Authorities in Lakes State say a directive to fuel dealers to reduce process was reached in consultation with NilePet. 

The State Ministry of Finance instructed the dealers to reduce pump prices from 25 to 9 pounds a liter, prompting the operators to close their petrol stations on Monday.  
The Communication Officer for Taam Petroleum Company, Saleiman Amarman, says the reduced prices will negatively impact their businesses. 

Saleiman: “We wanted to supply the Rumbek area and also Rumbek Central. We have petroleum. Almost we have not worked two months because of the difficulties on the road and high dollar and prices of fuel is high. That is why our problem now, we cannot sell nine pounds … we want only twelve. If we get twelve, we continue with our work. Here Rumbek is nine. It is very difficult. We expect the government to increase the prices of fuel.”

State Finance Minister, Kuol Daniel Ayulo says the high prices are hurting consumers.  

Ayulo: “The reason why we insist that fuel should be sold at nine pounds is that we are in contact with NilePet which is the main supplier of the fuel in the country and the allocation of fuel to all States, including Lakes State, and the price NilePet is selling fuel is five pound per liter. So we are not seeing the reason why they can buy fuel in Juba, come and sell it at twelve pounds in Rumbek. If we allow now to increase prices now and then and we have not increased the pay lip and prices are going up definitely it will go to inflation.”
Wau Teaching Hospital in Western Bahr el Ghazal state is facing a host of challenges that is making it difficult to attend to patients.  

The State Minister of heath, Isaac Cleto has presented a policy statement to the state assembly, highlighting challenges in staffing, equipment and utilities.  

In his statement the minister also acknowledged achievements in the ministry over the past year, highlighting the recruitment of medical cadres, successful fistula campaigns and introducing help for psychiatric patients.  

He also highlighted positive strides in the delivery of HIV negative babies born from infected mothers.  
In regional news
US President Barrack Obama is due to visit Kenya.  

Obama will address a summit on global entrepreneurship to be held in the capital, Nairobi, from 26-28 July. 

The US State Department has issued a travel warning for Kenya ahead of the trip over concerns that the summit could provide "a target for terrorists."

Elsewhere, Nigeria's President Muhammadu Buhari has sacked the country’s top security chiefs.  

The heads of the army, navy and air force have been dismissed and new replacements appointed.  

The sackings were expected as President Buhari has repeatedly criticized the military's inability to defeat the Islamist group - Boko Haram. 

Over the past three weeks the Boko Haram has launched almost daily bomb attacks in cities in the north as well as blasts in Chad and Niger.

And, civil society organizations from around the world have been urged to pressure governments and the business sector to ensure they make investments that are long-term and sustainable. 

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon made the call in an address to a forum of civil society groups in Addis Ababa.  

The Ethiopian capital is hosting global heads of state to the Third International Conference on Financing for Development. 

The Secretary General highlighted four areas in which civil society can play an important role.

Ban Ki-moon: "First, domestic resource mobilization. This is critical. The Action Agenda takes a small but important step in improving international cooperation on tax matters. Second, donor countries need to fulfill their commitments on Official Development Assistance as well as climate finance. Third, the quantity of private investment is crucial, but so, too, is the quality of investment."

The civil society groups are asking for an international tax body that should be put under the authority of the United Nations. They say such a body would safeguard against tax evasions and meet the needs of sustainable development. 
To end the news, here are the headlines once again. 
· University students remain camped at Cairo embassy over unpaid allowances 

· Finance Ministry consults with government institutions over budget estimates 
· Renk farmers anxious over planting season
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