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Good afternoon, it’s 1 o’clock. I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines
· UNMISS in talks with national government over expulsion of senior UN official from Unity  state
· Investigations continue into clashes between youth and SPLA in Juba over the weekend

· UN Security Council renews mandate of mission in Abyei 
Officials from the United Nations Mission, UNMISS, are in talks with the national government over a decision by the Unity State government to bar a senior mission official from the state.  

It was reported that the Unity State government had decided to banish the UNMISS State Coordinator after a recent report by the mission accused government forces of human rights abuses in its battles against the armed opposition.  

UNMISS Spokesperson Ariane Quentier says senior mission officials are discussing the matter with government authorities.

Quentier: “This is of course very worrying. We are having consultations. Yesterday top UNMISS officials had meetings with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. We understand there are talks between the state and central state authorities and we really hope that this matter will be resolved in a positive way both for UNMISS and South Sudan and Unity State as soon as possible.”

SPLM party Secretary General Pagan Amum says the party is ready to make sacrifices to compensate for the suffering of the people.  

While addressing journalists in Juba today, Pagan Amum said the party will toil to bring sustainable peace and an end to the suffering.  

He said it is time for the SPLM to deliver on its promises, as a servant of the people.

Amum: “What the SPLM is going to deliver after this division is going to be a very strong unity, national unity, a sustainable and permanent peace in South Sudan. This is time for us to deliver on our promises. This is time for us to make the SPLM genuinely a servant party of our people, genuinely make a ruling party which is the servant government of the people. Our compensation for the people will be in the hard work and sacrifices that our people will see and how we will toil to build this country.”

Pagan Amum was reinstated SPLM Secretary General last month, in line with the implementation of the Arusha intra-party agreement.


The Minister of Information for Central Equatoria State has condemned clashes between youths and SPLA forces in Juba over the weekend. 

Samuel Lasuba says 12 people were killed when youth from surrounding cattle camps clashed with soldiers on Juba - Terekeka road.

He says the cause of the fighting is still unknown and under investigation by the Commissioner of Terekeka.  

Samuel Lasuba, says youth need to respect law enforcement and the government 

Lasuba: “It is wrong for civilians to fight the army. At the same time, it is also wrong for the army to fight civilians, whom you are supposed to protect. We shall do our part as a government to prevail over youth that you must respect army, you must respect police, you must respect what is there as a government because a government is above everybody. And then also, we need to prevail over our own forces.”
The Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs says the country needs a home grown solution to the conflict - to achieve sustainable and durable peace.

In an exclusive interview with Radio Miraya, Peter Bashir Gbandi reiterated the government’s position of a home-based approach, stressing that solutions imposed onto the people will only lead to complications.  

Gbandi: “We need a sustainable peace, a peace which is sellable to the people of South Sudan, a peace that reflects the aspiration that each every South Sudanese from each of every corner in the south sees himself, a peace that is inclusive of everybody but not an imposed peace because we need a durable peace. Durable peace has to be owned by the real stakeholders and the real stake holders are South Sudanese. So any imposed peace will not help the situation. If anything it will even complicate matters more. We hope that people will come to their senses and see that they help the southerners to reach a durable peace which is a reflection of their own aspiration, peace that is acceptable by them so that it becomes lasting.”

South Sudan’s permanent representative to the United Nations has asked the UN Security Council to consider declaring Abyei an International protectorate. 

This would render the contested area an autonomous territory protected diplomatically or militarily against third parties by a stronger state or entity. 

In a statement to the UN Security Council yesterday, Ambassador Francis Mading Deng said this arrangement would ensure security, provide services and generate socio-economic development. 

He went on to say the final status of the contested region can then be negotiated within a reasonable timeframe and in an atmosphere of relative cooperation between South Sudan and Sudan.

Meanwhile, the UN Security Council has extended the mandate of the UN peacekeeping force in Abyei for another five months, until December

More in the following report with Lwak Nelson.

Lwak’s Report:
The extension authorizes the 4,000 personnel of the United Nations Interim Security Force for Abyei, UNISFA, to continue protecting civilians in the contested region along the South Sudan-Sudan border. The resolution also renews calls for the governments of South Sudan and Sudan to "urgently commence the establishment" of the Abyei Area Administration and Council. The Security Council has also called for both governments to establish an Abyei Police Service "to enable it to take over policing functions, including the protection of oil infrastructure. The renewal will also allow peacekeepers to continue to support the provision of humanitarian assistance to some 81,000 people in the Abyei region currently receiving aid. The government of Sudan and representatives of South Sudan committed to the establishment of administrative and police services in Abyei in June 2011.
More than fifty cases of acute watery diarrhea have been reported at Kajo Keji hospital in Central Equatoria state.

The hospital’s administrator, Simon Sekwat, says most patients have improved and discharged and only three cases remain in the wards.  

He says there have been no new admissions since yesterday.

Sekwat says they are still waiting for tests results to be returned from Juba to confirm whether the cases are cholera, but stresses that the county is taking precautions given the outbreak in Juba. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
The Lakes State student association at the Bahr el Ghazal University in Wau is calling for the return of all cattle raided in a recent attack in Yirol East County. 

An unspecified number of animals were stolen and up to 20 people were killed in the weekend attack.   

Association chairperson Manyang Kuoi condemned the attack and is appealing for a national civilian disarmament.

Kuoi: “Our reactions, in fact, we need our government to take them into consideration. We have condemned the act that has happened. We need the cattle that have been looted to be returned back to the owners. We need the intervention of the government through the arrest of the culprits. They have to be taken into court and the court will make the decision on whoever has done the crime, which has to be punished accordingly. We need a general disarmament within the state.”
Fuel prices have been increased in Yei River County of Central Equatoria - as a temporary measure to address an ongoing shortage.  

Pump prices have been slightly increased from 7 to 8 pounds a liter – for both diesel and petrol, as authorities work on getting more supplies delivered to the town.  

County Mayor Santo Paul Losuba says the new prices were agreed upon in a meeting of town authorities, fuel operators, security agencies and the chamber of commerce.  
Losuba says the new prices will remain in place for the next six weeks. 
The Ministry of Labor, Public Service and Human Resources has announced a two-day holiday in commemoration of Eid Al-Fitr.  

A circular from the ministry says the national holiday will be observed from Thursday 16th to 18th July, marking the end of the Ramadhan fasting period.  

Work will resume on Monday 20th July.  
In health, The Millennium Development Goal (MDG) target of providing 15 million people with life-saving HIV treatment has been achieved. 

United Nations Aids organization UNAIDS says new HIV infections have fallen by 35 per cent and AIDS-related deaths by 41 per cent since world leaders adopted the eight Millennium Development Goals or MDGs 15 years ago. 

Mbulawa Mugabe, the head of UNAIDS’s department for Country Impact and Sustainability, says concerted global action over the next five years could lead to the end of the AIDS epidemic by 2030.

Mugabez; "The report also points out the fact that, throughout the world, there is no part of the world where actually AIDS is over. The report highlights a number of challenges and one of those is that there is a need for us to address the vulnerability of women, particularly women in sub-Saharan Africa, where on average women acquire HIV 15 to seven years earlier than their male counterparts."
In regional news
Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni is urging political factions in Burundi to dialogue to find a lasting solution to the current political situation in the country. 

Museveni met with Burundi's government and opposition groups who are opposed to the President’s controversial bid for a third term on Tuesday to begin mediating peace talks. 
Up to 70 people have died in sporadic protests in Bujumbura by civilians who say Nkurunziza must go after serving the two constitutionally-allowed terms.

And in sports
Central Equatoria beat Western Equatoria by 26 points to 16 in an Independence handball match on Tuesday. 

Today, Western Equatoria will take on Western Bahr el Ghazal and tomorrow Central Equatoria is back on pitch to face Western Bahr el Ghazal.

Women’s teams from Western Bahr el Ghazal, Central and Western Equatoria states are competing in the tournament.  

The winning team will be crowned on Saturday.  
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· UNMISS in talks with national government over expulsion of senior UN official from Unity state

· Investigations continue into clashes between youth and SPLA in Juba over the weekend

· UN Security Council renews mandate of mission in Abyei 
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