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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m David Lukan. 
The Headlines:
· Consultations on peace process to resume next week  

· Eid Mubarak, Muslims celebrate Eid al-Fitr today   
· Lakes State Deputy Governor welcomes his dismissal   
Consultations on the next round of peace talks are expected to start next week in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

The President’s spokesperson, Ateny Wek Ateny, says government and opposition delegations will meet separately with the IGAD mediators to discuss a schedule for the next round.  

Ateny says a date for the resumption of the actual talks will be communicated after the consultations.  

Ateny Wek Ateny: “That will actually depend on the mediators; because the mediators will make this a priority then afterwards they will devise a way and inform the government when to meet for the talks.  But there will be no face to face talks with the rebels up to that consultative point, the mediators will be speaking to the government delegation and then speak to the rebel delegation and then from there they will devise a mechanism on how to meet and what to discuss.”

Meanwhile, the Community Empowerment for Progress Organisation (CEPO) is calling on IGAD mediators to clarify on the strategy for the next round of talks.  

The civil society group says the mediators should give more details on how the IGAD-plus arrangement will work.  

IGAD envoys in December announced the IGAD-plus strategy with the involvement of the five leaders of Algeria, Nigeria, Chad, Rwanda and South Africa to enhance the mediation efforts.   

The Foreign Affairs Ministry has refuted renewed allegations by the Sudanese government that Juba is supporting anti-Khartoum elements.  

Sudan’s Foreign Ministry on Wednesday summoned the South Sudan Ambassador in Khartoum, Mayen Dut Wol, to protest against Juba’s alleged support of Sudanese rebels. 

Spokesperson for the Foreign Affairs Ministry, Mawien Makol Arik denies the allegations and says South Sudan is committed to implementing the corporation agreements.  

Mawien Makol Arik: “Repeated accusations on South Sudan will not serve any purpose because there is no intention whatsoever for this country to support the rebels of the Sudan. Instead the rebels fighting this government – those rebels belonging to Riek Machar – have officers in Khartoum. We have put this to the Sudanese government and that opening offices for these rebels will not also help the good relations between the two countries.”

Muslims today celebrate Eid al-Fitr, the end of the Holy month of Ramadhan, marking the end of 30 days of dawn-to-dusk fasting, an important undertaking in the Muslim calendar.  
Addressing the Muslim community in Juba yesterday, the Secretary General of South Sudan Muslim Council, Sheik Al Tahir Bior appealed to the government to facilitate this year’s Muslim Pilgrimage to Mecca. 
Bior says for the past two years, the Muslim community has been finding it difficult to make the holy pilgrimage. 

Tahir Bior: “Your Excellency, I want to tell you that our problem in this fast every year is the problem of pilgrimage. We have missed to make visits of pilgrimage. We did not go and this could not be in the interest of the Republic of South Sudan. If we fail in the next third pilgrimage, it will be a very bad thing. This is our big problem because after Eid, there will be only 70 days left for the pilgrimage. Now there are contacts with the Kingdom of Saudia Arabia.”
Vice President, James Wani Igga announced his office would provide 30,000 pounds to facilitate a trip by council members to Mecca.  
Igga says the five-man delegation will make preparations ahead of the hajj pilgrimage.  

Wani Igga: “The issue of pilgrimage to you is really regrettable for the last two years but I will consult with His Excellency the President. In regard to the five-man committee to travel to Saudi to organize and consult with the authorities there. I will shoulder this responsibility. After the Eid holiday, we gave 30,000 pounds. We will give this money to the committee to travel to Saudi Arabia and also we will find other ways too. So after the Eid holiday, send us a three-man committee, not one person.”
The Ministry of Environment has launched the process of formulating a National Biodiversity strategy and action plan. 
The ministry is collecting views from various stakeholders on how best to protect the country’s biodiversity, which includes include livestock, wildlife and forestry. 
Environment minister, Deng Deng Hoc Yai says they are looking at creating a comprehensive policy that would protect all species.  

Deng Deng Hoc Yai: “We need to protect Biodiversity because in the next twenty to thirty years we are going to lose a lot of Biodiversity as a result of climate change and as a result of manmade or human or human activities, so it is vital we do more in order to protect biodiversity. Third and final point I want to reiterate that the government of the republic of South Sudan is very committed to protecting the environment and we do and we will do what it takes in order to protect the environment.”

Arshad Khan, the officer in charge of the UN Environment Programme, UNEP - pledged the organization’s support to the process.   Khan also stressed the importance of developing a solid strategy to protect biodiversity. 

Arshad Khan: “This strategy will help to build the capacity of the national ministry as well as the other stakeholders in addressing the issue of biodiversity .This strategy which also contains an action plan will be followed by different projects to implement the recommendation or priorities of that projects and GEF has already allocated funds for that… The global environment facility to address the issue of biodiversity to come up with the project.”
The outgoing Deputy Governor of Lakes State has welcomed his dismissal. 
Santo Domic Chol was relieved of his duties in a decree announced by the Caretaker Governor, Matur Chut Dhuol on Wednesday.  
In an exclusive interview with Radio Miraya, Domic Chol says his dismissal is in the interest of achieving peace and stability in the state. He has appealed to other government officials to pick a leaf from his actions.  

Santo Domic Chol: “In fact the main part of my message is to set a precedent for some of our SPLM carders that are still in the cabinet; we should appreciate governments whenever we are relieved or appointed instead of quarrelling and disperse in disarray with anger and hopelessness. We must lead peace and national building as SPLM Party either in the Government or outside the Government as we have made sacrifices during the protracted war of Liberation, for the freedom of our people, this is very important.”

In the same decree, the caretaker Governor relieved the State Minister for Law Enforcement. 
The reshuffle was announced a day after several homes were burnt in an arson attack by armed youth in Rumbek Centre.

The number of cholera deaths has gone up from 34 to 36, with an additional 2 deaths recorded in Juba county.  

The National Cholera Task force says the number of cases under treatment has also risen, to more than 1,000 in both Juba and Bor counties.  

The majority of new cases in Juba are from Kodoro, Gumbo, Munuki, and New Site, while in Bor, cases have been reported in Arek, Block 8, Hai Salam, Achengdii and Langbar - in addition to Malou and Makluach payams, where the original cases were recorded.  

The taskforce is calling on the general public to ensure proper hygiene practices to prevent infection. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The UN Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) has welcomed a government decision to reverse the expulsion of the UN’s top official in Unity State.  

The Unity State government announced Wednesday that it had revoked an instruction to expel UNMISS State Coordinator Mary Cummins, following the release of a human rights report that pinned government forces of gross human rights violations in the state.  

Addressing journalists in Juba on Thursday, the Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary General to UNMISS, Moustapha Soumare, thanked the national and state governments for their decision.  

Moustapha Soumare: “I would want to thank the government at national level with whom we have had some long engagement in terms of discussing the issue. We have also had interaction with the government at local level and it is very encouraging to see that this kind of direct action and engagement at national and local level has prevented something like that from happening.  I can assure you that Mary is fine, she is in her position there and we wish her all the best and a good working relation to continue with eth state authorities.”

A two-day training aimed at familiarizing internally displaced persons with basic human rights has been conducted at the Protection of Civilian site in Malakal, Upper Nile. 

The displaced persons or IDPs were taken through the fundamentals of human rights, and how to address cases of domestic violence. 

More than forty 40 community leaders, youth, women and security monitors attended the workshop that was organized by the Human Rights Division of the UN Mission. 
Kwacikwan John Tipo, a human rights officer in Malakal explains the importance of the training.  

John Tipo: “This awareness raising is first of all to equip the IDPs leaders here with some basics of human rights standards and human rights principles and to tell them about what human rights are and what their rights are as IDPs and South Sudanese citizens. That’s number one. Number two, we brought them here to tell them what their roles are as community leaders. We have to live in peace. Let’s forget about differences. Let’s forget about all issues, all the killings that happened and so on, because without peace, we can’t live in this POC.” 

In health, a new report says six countries, including South Sudan need to do more to ensure children do not miss vital immunizations.  

A joint report from UN Children’s organization UNICEF and the World Health Organsiation, WHO says South Sudan, the Central African Republic, Chad, Equatorial Guinea, Somalia and the Syrian Arab Republic currently have less than 50 per cent immunization coverage. 

The report shows an overall improvement on the status of immunization rates worldwide in 2014, with 129 countries now immunizing at least 90 per cent of their children with critical vaccines.

Onto sports, Western Bahr el Ghazal has been crowned champs of the Independence handball cup after beating the Central Equatoria side in a thrilling final played in Juba yesterday. 

Women teams from Western Bahr el Ghazal, Central and Western Equatoria states competed in the 3 day tournament.  

Western Bahr el Ghazal lifted the trophy with 16 points, while Central Equatoria scored 9.  
And, America’s National Basketball Association (NBA) and the National Basketball Players Association have announced the full line ups for the first NBA game in Africa. 

South Sudanese born Luol Deng will captain ‘Team Africa’, which includes players from Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo and Senegal.  

They will take on ‘Team World’, comprising players from the rest of the world.  The charity game will be played on the 1 August in Johannesburg, South Africa. 

Proceeds will go to Boys & Girls Clubs of South Africa, SOS Children's Villages Association of South Africa and the Nelson Mandela Foundation.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· Consultations on peace process to resume next week  

· Eid Mubarak, Muslims celebrate Eid al-Fitr today   

· Lakes State Deputy Governor welcomes his dismissal   

Radio Miraya news.
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