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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:
· IGAD mediators set 17 August as date to sign a final peace agreement 
· Schools remain closed in Mundri and Maridi, Western Equatoria State
· Kenya government secures financing for Kenya-South Sudan road project 
IGAD mediators have invited government and opposition delegations to receive new proposals for a compromise agreement in an attempt to bring an end to the conflict.  

Both sides will be given time to deliberate the proposals before they return to the negotiating table in Addis Ababa, in what is hoped will be the last round of talks.  

Government spokesperson, Michael Makuei says the IGAD envoys have set 17 August as the signing date of the final agreement.  

Makuei says representatives from both sides will travel to Addis this week to receive the proposals.

Michael Makuei: “In fact, we are not going for consultations. We are only going to receive the proposed compromise agreement. Three representatives are supposed to go on the 23rd and on the 24th morning they receive the proposed compromise agreement and they come back the same day in the afternoon. Thereafter we will deliberate and discuss the document and the agenda says on 17 August, the summit meeting of IGAD-plus attend the signing of the agreement. There is not much I can say about the compromise agreement until we see it.”

A pastor’s peace initiative is expected in Jonglei today, to embark on grass roots consolations with traditional leaders on the peace process.  

The trip is part of a peace campaign launched last week by the National Platform for Peace and Reconciliation (NPPR).   

Later in the week a peace caravan will be flagged off to traverse the states to engage with communities and spread messages of peace and reconciliation.

Speaking on Radio Miraya yesterday, NPPR Coordinator William Ongoro says the caravan will start its journey in Eastern Equatoria State.

William Ongoro: “This peace caravan will go to the IDP areas in Eastern Equatoria and later it will go to Jonglei State and Western Equatoria, in the subsequent months that will follow, we will also go to other most affected areas if given the opportunity to go. Now, tomorrow, our pastors peace initiative which is a group of pastors from all the communities will go to Bor and have consultations with traditional leadership, they will iron out what other mechanisms can be put in place in order for us to think of the best way of reconciling ourselves whether inside or outside the IDP camps.”

The six-month peace campaign is being held under the theme “Reawakening our common call for peace and reconciliation.” 

A new initiative aimed at ending conflicts by tracking financiers of war in Africa has been launched.  

‘The Sentry’ initiative, will probe the financing of conflicts in South Sudan, Sudan, Central African Republic and Democratic Republic of Congo. 

The project was founded by American actor George Clooney and John Prendergast of the Enough Project.  

They hope to dismantle the networks of perpetrators, facilitators, and enablers who fund and profit from Africa’s deadliest conflicts. 

They will focus on "economic enablers", identifying the banks, businessmen, investors and corrupt officials who connect corrupt politicians and militiamen to financial support. 

Civil Society is drumming up National and International support to secure the release of two South Sudanese pastors under trial in Khartoum.  

Reverend Yat Michael and Reverend Peter Yen of the South Sudan Presbyterian Evangelical Church were detained by Sudan’s National Security Services in December and January respectively, charged with spying, espionage and inciting tribal sentiments. 

If convicted, they will be sentenced to death.  
Edmund Yakani of the Community Empowerment for Progress Organisation (CEPO) is calling on the President to intervene in the pastors’ case.    

Edmund Yakani: “In a humble way, we are asking our President, H.E. Salva Kiir, if he can intervene either through our embassy or even if he wrote a letter to the Sudan President to ensure that our pastors are safe because this is a trial of our citizens outside our soil. Our second appeal goes to the Sudan embassy in South Sudan. If the ambassador can communicate to his centre of power in Khartoum that South Sudanese are annoyed with him – this is a very bad trial. Our third appeal goes to the International community specifically people who are working around areas of freedom of worship to intervene and ensure that the lives of these pastors is not taken away. If they have committed a crime or offence, they should justify with evidence and they apply the law of Sudan in a transparent manner.”

Last week a former army general and one-time presidential candidate in Sudan, Abdul Aziz Khalid testified in favour of the accused pastors. 

Khalid said maps and coordinates seized in their personal computers are not classified and are publicly available on the internet.

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Schools in Mundri and Maridi West in Western Equatoria have remained closed since the recent insecurity in the two counties.  

State Minister of Education Pia Phillip says for the past three months, thousands of students have been displaced and left without an education.

Pia says the challenges in Mundri West and Maridi are spilling into neighbouring counties. 

Pia Phillip: “The challenges in the two counties have spilled over to Mundri East and to Ibba, to Yambio and also Mvolo of recent has been affected. This is the problem. Actually they are in thousands because these are the counties of Mundri West and Mvolo and the payam of Luyi are the most populated eastern payams and counties in Eastern Equatoria. But another big challenge is that we had this superb Girls’ boarding secondary school for Sciences in Maridi, that school is closed and now about two hundred girls are all now running around so this is the major challenge we have.”         

An estimated 4,000 people were displaced by unrest in Maridi and Mundri West Counties in May. 

Thousands fled Maridi after fighting that followed a grenade attack on a cattle camp, while in Mundri scores left their homes during clashes between the SPLA and the local population.

Parliamentarians hailing from Kajo-Keji have met with the national security minister over the increasing insecurity along the Juba-Kajo Keji road. 

The MPs from the National and Central Equatoria State legislative assemblies alerted Mbutu Mamur that the increasing insecurity is alarming, with frequent cases of robbery and ambushes.  

The latest incident reported was on Saturday when four people were killed and five others wounded in an ambush, less than 20 kilometers from Juba. 

Francis Beda from the Central Equatoria State assembly said the minister promised to take appropriate measures to address the insecurity. 

Francis Beda: “We gave him all our suggestions us members of parliament who experience insecurity that happened on Kajo-Keji Road on the few years that we have registered. But I think most of the arrangements of security of the ministry which technical at our level. So he suggested some assurance that what will happen is that the security will investigate into the action that took place and thereafter I think the ministry will ensure that the security is brought back to normal as usual. And this is the information we have for the people of Kajo-Keji and the public who may wish the Kajo-Keji road in a few days to come”

Meanwhile, bus operators plying the Juba Kajo-Keji route say the numerous attacks along the highway are badly affecting their businesses. 

Francis Duku Yobo is the manager of Kajo-Keji transporters Investment Company whose buses operate along the route. 
Yobo says the attacks are becoming more frequent. 
Duku Yobo: “It has happened several times and this insecurity has been reported to the government several times – they know what has been taking place. Unfortunately nothing happened and now like what happened last Saturday has affected us badly because that incident took lives and scared our clients and even the public because we are offering services to the people, so we are not really happy because it has affected us badly.”

The Kenya government has signed a 500 million credit agreement with the World Bank for the construction and rehabilitation of a road linking Kenya with South Sudan.  

The road stretches 600 kilometres from Lesseru in Eldoret, Kenya to Nakodok at the Kenya-South Sudan border.  

Besides increasing connectivity, the project will facilitate cross-border trade and reduce transport costs. It will also aid transportation of emergency relief supplies and humanitarian efforts in the region. 

The project is expected to be implemented over the next six years to 2021.
And, Chad's former President Hissene Habre has refused to recognize the authority of a special court set up specially to try him.  

Habre was removed from the chambers of the Extraordinary African court in Senegal, after he shouted that the process was a mockery.  

Hissene Habre faces charges of crimes against humanity in relation to hundreds of deaths during his rule from 1982 to 1990.  

Senegal and the African Union signed an agreement to set up the Extraordinary African Chambers following a 25-year campaign to bring him to justice. 

The UN has welcomed the decision to try the former leader.  

Cécile Pouilly, spokesperson for the High Commissioner's office in Geneva, says more trials will follow in the special court.  

Cécile Pouilly: "The agreement that has been signed to establish this special court can try perpetrators of international crimes that were committed in Chad between 1982 and 1990…so today's a first trial but there could be more people tried before these chambers."

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· IGAD mediators set 17 August as date to sign a final peace agreement 

· Schools remain closed in Mundri and Maridi, Western Equatoria State

· Kenya government secures financing for Kenya-South Sudan road project 

Radio Miraya news.
4 | Page

