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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:
· Families of arrested youth storm Maridi county office 

· IGAD mediators set 17 August as date for signing of a final peace agreement  

· Western Bahr el Ghazal gets 20 new judges  

The families of 36 youth arrested in connection with the recent insecurity in Maridi, Western Equatoria have stormed the offices of the commissioner, demanding to know the whereabouts of their sons.  

About 67 relatives marched to the commissioner’s office in Maridi earlier today. 

County Commissioner Wilson Thomas Yangi says he received the families but could not provide them with any information.  

Thomas Yangi: “Their parents, relatives, wives, and sons came to me this morning – about 67 of them – demanding to know where their sons are now, and that defeating my understanding because I can’t tell them now where those boys are now, they desperately they have gone back and some are saying they will have to travel down to Juba and meet the national government and tell them exactly the mistakes those boys committed and then see how they will be penalized.”
Two weeks ago the commissioner made a public appeal to the national government to release the young men who were arrested early this month.  

He also called for the immediate withdrawal of an SPLA commando unit which he said was creating fear amongst citizens.

Still in Western Equatoria, schools in Mundri and Maridi West in Western Equatoria have remained closed since the recent insecurity in the two counties.  

State Minister of Education Pia Phillip says for the past three months, thousands of students have been displaced and left without an education.

Pia says the challenges in Mundri West and Maridi are spilling into neighbouring counties. 

Pia Phillip: “The challenges in the two counties have spilled over to Mundri East and to Ibba, to Yambio and also Mvolo of recent has been affected. This is the problem. Actually they are in thousands because these are the counties of Mundri West and Mvolo and the payam of Luyi are the most populated eastern payams and counties in Eastern Equatoria. But another big challenge is that we had this superb Girls’ boarding secondary school for Sciences in Maridi, that school is closed and now about two hundred girls are all now running around so this is the major challenge we have.”         

An estimated 4,000 people were displaced by unrest in Maridi and Mundri West Counties in May. 

Thousands fled Maridi after fighting that followed a grenade attack on a cattle camp, while in Mundri scores left their homes during clashes between the SPLA and the local population.

Parliament is awaiting clarification on key proposals within the draft budget before it finishes scrutinizing the document.  

Debate on the 2015-2016 proposed budget, amounting to more than 10 billion pounds, was meant to start today.  

The chairperson of the house information committee, Thomas Wani Kundu says the process has been delayed because the committee on economy needs details on past and projected expenditures.  

Kundu says the minister of finance has been asked to make the clarifications before the proposals are brought before the rest of the house for debate.

Thomas Wani Kundu: “The Budget is being scrutinized at the level of clusters and from the clusters to committees. But above all the most important thing is, we summoned the minister of the finance because the Budget is in the block grant we need it to be detailed so that we know exactly how it is going to be used. Number two we need  report on the performance of last year on the Budget itself so that we can be able to compare exactly whether  the budget was properly used or not . So that the all thing but I am sure within this week the technical personnel in the ministry of fiancé are working very hard to get the details once it is ready within this week, it will be brought to the committee economy and then it will be given to the clusters, we study them then we present.” 

IGAD envoys have set 17 August as the date to sign a final peace agreement between government and opposition delegations. 

Government and opposition delegations have been invited to Addis Ababa to receive new proposals for a compromise agreement.

Government spokesperson, Michael Makuei says the IGAD envoys have set 17 August as the signing date of the final agreement.  

Makuei says representatives from both sides will travel to Addis this week to receive the proposals.

Michael Makuei: “In fact, we are not going for consultations. We are only going to receive the proposed compromise agreement. Three representatives are supposed to go on the 23rd and on the 24th morning they receive the proposed compromise agreement and they come back the same day in the afternoon. Thereafter we will deliberate and discuss the document and the agenda says on 17 August, the summit meeting of IGAD-plus attend the signing of the agreement. There is not much I can say about the compromise agreement until we see it.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Twenty one new judges have been sworn into office in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal State. 

The judges are among nearly 80 legal practitioners who underwent two years of legal training.  

Chief Justice Chan Reech, President of the Supreme Court presided over the swearing-in ceremony.  Justice Reech called on the new judges to be agents of justice.

Justice Chan Reech:“I personally am happy because their appointment was just an idea that I have when I became the first president of the Supreme Court in South Sudan. I used to ask myself that how will the future of Judiciary be if there are no Young men coming behind us, because the last appointment was in 2006 after the peace agreement. I managed to convince the government that Legal assistants should be appointed and we appointed by them seventy eight.”
Still in Western Bahr el Ghazal, traders and business operators have met with state officials to discuss a string of concerns which they say are affecting their businesses.  

The traders from the different markets in Wau spoke of overlaps in national and state taxation systems, insecurity and presence of street children who continue to pose a threat.  

Governor Rizik Zakaria Hassan was at the meeting and assured the businesspeople of a new strategy that will check insecurity and harmonize taxation systems.  

Rizik Zakaria: “I want to assure businessmen that we as state government and it is our directive to Counties that no government should enter markets without Chamber of commerce. If there are mistakes, people come and sit to assess where the mistake is and negligence and then amend the mistake to allow people go forward. We have a new strategy; we want to establish security enforcement centres. There will be standby forces and patrol will manage them in the five sectors.”
Civil Society is drumming up National and International support to secure the release of two South Sudanese pastors under trial in Khartoum.  

Reverend Yat Michael and Reverend Peter Yen of the South Sudan Presbyterian Evangelical Church were detained by Sudan’s National Security Services in December and January respectively, charged with spying, espionage and inciting tribal sentiments. If convicted, they will be sentenced to death.  

Edmund Yakani of the Community Empowerment for Progress Organisation (CEPO) is calling on the President to intervene in the pastors’ case.    

Edmund Yakani: “In a humble way, we are asking our President, H.E. Salva Kiir, if he can intervene either through our embassy or even if he wrote a letter to the Sudan President to ensure that our pastors are safe because this is a trial of our citizens outside our soil. Our second appeal goes to the Sudan embassy in South Sudan. If the ambassador can communicate to his centre of power in Khartoum that South Sudanese are annoyed with him – this is a very bad trial. Our third appeal goes to the International community specifically people who are working around areas of freedom of worship to intervene and ensure that the lives of these pastors is not taken away. If they have committed a crime or offence, they should justify with evidence and they apply the law of Sudan in a transparent manner.”

And, the Kenya government has signed a credit agreement of 500 million US dollars with the World Bank for the construction and rehabilitation of a road linking Kenya with South Sudan.  

The road stretches 600 kilometres from Lesseru in Eldoret, Kenya to Nakodok at the Kenya-South Sudan border.  

Besides increasing connectivity, the project will facilitate cross-border trade and reduce transport costs. It will also aid transportation of emergency relief supplies and humanitarian efforts in the region. 

The project is expected to be implemented over the next six years to 2021.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· Families of arrested youth storm Maridi County office 

· IGAD mediators set 17 August as date for signing of a final peace agreement  

· Western Bahr el Ghazal gets 20 new judges  

Radio Miraya news.
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