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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:
· Government airlifts food assistance to needy populations, as UN Humanitarian Chief arrives in the country 

· Stranded University students to arrive from Ethiopia tomorrow 

· Maridi County hit by water shortage  

The government is airlifting more than 1,000 bags of food assistance to food insecure areas.  

The Secretary General of the Food Security Council, John Kanisio, says the food will be distributed in war-affected states and in areas experiencing low crop harvests.  

Speaking to Radio Miraya this morning, Kanisio said the Tanzanian government has also made a donation of 500 tonnes of food for affected populations. 
John Kanisio: “The government also has got a generous donation from the government of Tanzania of 500 tonnes. The Minister of Agriculture just came from there last week and this is going to be transported also. Efforts are also going on to source food from surplus areas like Kajo-Keji, Morobo and Western Equatoria. As I speak, food is being airlifted from Renk to Wau in Bahr el Ghazal for distribution in those affected areas, around 1,000 bags are being flown and there is a plan to fly up to 5,000 and this will increase.”  

The UN Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO), continues to distribute survival kits, especially in conflict-affected states.  

Nyabenyi Tipo, an assistant representative for programmes in FAO says the kits contain seeds, farming tools and fishing gear to build community resilience. Tipo says the organization is targeting thousands of households.  

Nyabenyi Tipo: “FAO has set targets for the 10 states based on the vulnerabilities of the communities and we have delivered up to now delivered these kits to about 180,000 households. We have also vaccinated close to three million animals. Our outreach was mostly in the conflict-affected areas. Access has not been easy and FAO is planning to start their own air operation at the end of this month where we will have our own standby helicopter which can go to these communities.”

The latest food security report indicated that up to 4.6 million people countrywide face the threat of hunger.  

The United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs arrives in the country today.  

Stephen O’Brien is flying in for a four-day visit to see first-hand the devastating humanitarian consequences of the conflict and efforts by aid organizations to respond to escalating needs.  

During his visit, Mr. Obrien is expected to meet communities directly affected by the conflict, senior government officials, humanitarian partners and the diplomatic community. 

The main purpose of his visit is to discuss the crisis and ways of strengthening the humanitarian operation.  

This is Mr. O’Brien’s first visit to South Sudan since his appointment in March to replace Valerie Amos. 

A group of South Sudanese University Students who were stranded in Ethiopia are expected in Juba tomorrow.  

The 46 students from Eastern Equatoria graduated from Hawasa University two weeks ago, and were waiting for the state government to purchase their air tickets back home. 

Eastern Equatoria State Minister of Education, Paska Esita Oduho, says the tickets have been secured and arrangements have been made to receive the students in Juba tomorrow.  

Esita Oduho: “Tomorrow our students who were pronounced to be stranded in Ethiopia in the capital Addis Ababa, they were still in Hawasa but yesterday they arrived in Addis Ababa and tomorrow they will be arriving Juba and we are making all the arrangement possible for them to spend the night in Juba and then the next day early morning they will be travelling this end to the state.”
Parliament has summoned the Minister of Finance to provide further details on the draft budget.  

Debate on the 2015-2016 national resource envelope, amounting to more than 10 billion pounds, was meant to start on Tuesday, but the committee on economy said it needed more details on past and projected expenditures.  

The chairperson of the house information committee, Thomas Wani Kundu says the minister of finance has been asked to make the clarifications before the proposals are brought before the rest of the house for debate.
Thomas Wani Kundu: “The budget is being scrutinized at the level of clusters and from the clusters to committees. But above all the most important thing is we summoned the Minister of the Finance because the Budget is in the block grant we need it to be detailed so that we know exactly how it is going to be used. Number two we need  report on the performance of last year on the Budget itself so that we can be able to compare exactly whether  the budget was properly used or not . So that the all thing but I am sure within this week the technical personnel in the ministry of fiancé are working very hard to get the details once it is ready within this week, it will be brought to the committee economy and then it will be given to the clusters, we study them then we present.” 

Maridi County is facing a serious water shortage. Piped water services were disrupted when staff manning the water plant fled the town, following the insecurity that broke out in May.  

Daniel Wudada, the assistant Commissioner for water services fears the displaced populations – who are out of reach of the services, are prone to waterborne diseases.   

Wudada says they have been forced to operate at minimum levels because of a limited number of staff available to man the operations. 

Daniel Wudada: “Right now we are operating four hours a day because the operators will go and operate in the morning till around ten. But now my worry is Maridi town itself is a bit empty – the people are actually outside the circle of the service of the water tap. Now people are getting water from untreated sources like springs, ponds even some of them went as far as getting water from the running streams, as such we may expect an outbreak of cholera, diarrhea and such because most water is not treated, the sources are not enough and people are outside the water service area.”

Still in Maridi, the families of 36 youth arrested in connection with the recent insecurity in the county stormed the offices of the commissioner, demanding to know the whereabouts of their sons.  
About 67 relatives marched to the commissioner’s office in Maridi on Tuesday. County Commissioner, Wilson Thomas Yangi says he received the families but could not provide them with any information.  

Thomas Yangi: “Their parents, relatives, wives, and sons came to me this morning about 67 of them demanding to know where their sons are now, and that defeating my understanding because I can’t tell them now where those boys are now, they desperately they have gone back and some are saying they will have to travel down to Juba and meet the national government and tell them exactly the mistakes those boys committed and then see how they will be penalized.”  

Two weeks ago, the commissioner made a public appeal to the national government to release the young men who were arrested early this month.  

He also called for the immediate withdrawal of an SPLA commando unit which he said was creating fear amongst citizens.

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Staff at Yirol West hospital in Lakes State staged a strike on Tuesday, demanding to be paid in US dollars.  

The medical workers and support staffs stayed away from the wards, leaving patients stranded without treatment.  

The workers, contracted by the Italian aid organization, Doctors with Africa, also known as CUAMM, agreed to resume work after a meeting with the county commissioner and a representative from the organization.  

Yirol West County Health Director, Earnrey Nyoth Akech says the workers were assured that dollar payments would start in August.

Nyoth Akech: “We have reached an agreement with the staff and they have accepted to resume their normal duties.  The commissioner told them that they community are for ‘you’ and ‘you’ are the only ones who can give the health services to the people, so we all agreed to what the commissioner said but it will take time to receive currency in dollars – maybe in August.”

Twenty one new judges have been sworn into office in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal State. 

The judges are among nearly 80 legal practitioners who underwent two years of legal training.  

Chief Justice Chan Reech, President of the Supreme Court presided over the swearing-in ceremony.  Justice Reech called on the new judges to be agents of justice.

Justice Chan Reech: “I personally am happy because their appointment was just an idea that I have when I became the first president of the Supreme Court in South Sudan. I used to ask myself that how will the future of Judiciary be if there are no Young men coming behind us, because the last appointment was in 2006 after the peace agreement. I managed to convince the government that Legal assistants should be appointed and we appointed by them 78.”

Still in Western Bahr el Ghazal, traders and business operators have met with state officials to discuss a string of concerns which they say are affecting their businesses.  

The traders from the different markets in Wau spoke of overlaps in national and state taxation systems, insecurity and presence of street children who continue to pose a threat.  

Governor Rizik Zakaria Hassan was at the meeting and assured the businesspeople of a new strategy that will check insecurity and harmonize taxation.  
And in regional news, U.S President Barrack Obama’s security team has arrived in Kenya ahead of his scheduled visit next week. 

At least 800 Secret Service are in the country in addition to 2,000 Kenya police who will be on his guard. 

Eight American marine helicopters have also been flown into Kenya along with several armored cars for the Presidential motorcade. 

Obama is expected in Nairobi on Saturday to address the 6th Global Entrepreneurship Conference to be held from the 26-28 July. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· Government airlifts food assistance to needy populations, as UN Humanitarian Chief arrives in the country 

· Stranded University students to arrive from Ethiopia tomorrow 

· Maridi County hit by water shortage  

Radio Miraya news.
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