	NEWS BULLETIN SCRIPT
	Thursday, July 23, 2015


23rd   July 2015 

Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:
· Government delegation travels to Addis Ababa to receive draft compromise peace deal 
· Ten-man committee constituted to probe Mundari-SPLA clashes 
· Clean water projects targets 300,000 Juba residents   

Government representatives travel to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia today to receive a proposed compromise deal from IGAD mediators. 
Government spokesperson, Michael Makuei says the delegation will return with the draft document tomorrow for deliberation, before traveling back to Addis Ababa for consultations with the opposition delegation.  

Michael Makuei: “We will come back with the document and this draft agreement will here be subjected to study and negotiation by the government of the Republic of South Sudan and thereafter, according to their programme, the government delegation will go and negotiate with the rebels on the areas on agreement and areas of disagreement.” 

Cabinet held an extraordinary Council of Ministers meeting on Wednesday, chaired by President Salva Kiir. 
The Council approved more than three million pounds to boost agricultural productivity over the next five years.  Government spokesperson Makuei explains more about the plan.   

Michael Makuei: “The objective of the plan is to contribute to the economy through increased production and productivity in the agricultural sectors. The costing is about 3,851.3 million South Sudanese Pounds. This is the cost of the project as a whole for the first five years. The cabinet directed that it should be presented to the national Legislative Assembly for consideration.”

Meanwhile, the government is working towards fully implementing an agriculture masterplan to address food insecurity.  

The 25-year plan under the Ministry of Agriculture engages the line ministries of electricity and dams and that of physical infrastructure to improve and modernize farming methods. 

The plan encompasses the different agricultural sub-sectors of crop production, forestry, fisheries and livestock.  

The Japanese Government has allocated 40 million US dollars to finance of a clean water project in Juba. 

The project aims to expand the capacity of water treatment and increase distribution of clean water to more than 300,000 people in the national capital. 

Japan’s ambassador to South Sudan, Kiya Masahiko, says construction of water stations has begun and work is expected to be completed within two years. 

Ambassador Masahiko says the embassy is about to sign an ‘exchange of note’ with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to formalize the project. 

Kiya Masahiko: “This exchange of note is to supplement the cost which was incurred due to the delay cause by political crisis. In any case, the work will steady make progress and by quarter 2017, that is in about two years the Juba residents will be blessed with clean safe water. There will be eight water tanker stations and 120 public water taps connected to the water purification plan and water reservoir for that system to be in place in two years.”

The Jieng and Mundari councils of elders have constituted a ten man committee to dialogue with top SPLA commanders over latest clashes between Mundari youth and the army.   

A confrontation between a group of Mundari and SPLA in Kuda last week resulted in the death of at least ten people.
Addressing journalists in Juba on Wednesday, the chairperson of Jieng Council of Elders, Justice Ambrose Riny Thiik, said the elders are interested in peace.

Ambrose Riiny Thiik: “If situation happens involving the army and the Mundari community, this must then be a Dinka and a Mundari…  Whether this is correct or not, there is need for dialogue, which involves the army. That is why the committee has been set up. We will be interested that they hold a meeting with the leaders of the army to ensure that the units that are stationed in the Mundari area or roads are mixed. They should be mixed. We will say that to the leaders of the military. We are all interested in peace.”

The Central Equatoria State traffic department is launching a set of new traffic laws. 

The laws issued by state authorities and approved by the State assembly, come into force today (Thursday).  

Emmanuel Doku, a traffic official with Juba City Council says the new regulations put in place large fines and prison sentences for several offences, including motorists who do not respect city traffic lights. 

Still in Central Equatoria, the state government is organizing a tripartite conference to address conflicts and issues of cattle rustling between the people of Terekeka and their neighbours.  

The three governors of Central Equatoria, Lakes and Jonglei State will attend the two day meeting scheduled for early August.  

The Chairperson of the organizing committee, Joseph Kulang John, says participants will be drawn from all the three states.   

Kulang John: “The conference is going to draw about 50 people from each of the four counties – that is the counties that are neighbouring Terekeka that is Bor in Jonglei State, and then Awerial and Yirol West in Lakes State. The main purpose of this conference is to address the root causes of the conflicts that are always happening between their neighbouring counties which are associated with cattle raiding and cattle wrestling and cattle theft.”

The People’s Liberal Party (PLP) is calling for an investigation into continued delays in the completion of construction work at Juba International Airport.  

The project was undertaken with a loan 150 million US dollars from China’s EXIM bank, and has stalled since it was launched nearly 10 years go.  

The PLP chairman, Peter Mayen, is appealing to Parliament to initiate an investigation.  
Mayen also says there is an urgent need for the contractors, the Chinese Harbour Engineering Company, to account for the delays  

Peter Mayen: “This project was started when the country was at peace in 2006. We never had rebel. We never had a financial crisis. So what is the link with the current political and global crisis? The contractors, the China Harbour (Engineering Company) has to finish for us the job, or else tell us they are unable. That is why we called upon the government to properly investigate the reasons of the delay – whether the delay is lack of commitment or lack of finances. We cannot just construct the airport for all this time and we don’t see anything moving ahead.”

The upgrade will include extending the airport's runway from 2,400 meters to 3,100 meters, the construction of duty-free shops and more parking lots, and the expansion of immigration offices.

The government has described as ‘biased’ a new report that accuses the SPLA of human rights violations.  

Quoted in sections of the media, Army Spokesperson Col. Phillip Aguer dismissed the report, saying it is not representative and further calling for an investigation. 

The report by Human Rights Watch says government forces carried out gruesome killings and widespread rape of civilians during operations against opposition forces in Unity State between April and June this year. 

Human Rights Watch researcher on South Sudan, Skye Wheeler told Radio Miraya that the report calls on the UN Security Council to expand targeted sanctions on commanders and others responsible for what it describes as ‘serious crimes’.

Skye Wheeler: “We also want to see the UN Security Council come out with more sanctions against commanders who were responsible for some of these abuses and also for a lasting arms embargo to be put in place on the government and opposition forces because they have committed very serious war crimes and other violations during these conflicts.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
As authorities in Lakes state continue to find ways of addressing the perpetual inter-communal violence in the state, the State Ministry of Education has been directed to dismiss any student found to be involved in the violence.  

Caretaker Governor, Matur Chut Dhuol says the dismissal should be followed by an investigation and prosecution, where necessary.  

Chut Dhuol has also noted the misuse of mobile phones to instigate violence.

Matur Chut: “Even our people who are fighting here, the fighting you are hear… It is a fighting here. There are those who rung the telephone that you are going to be attacked, please you will be attacked. For example like the recent  fight, they told Kuei and Pakam that Ruop is coming and then they told Ruop that Kuei is coming until the fighting occurred and this is telephone propaganda from you here. How are you benefiting from this and when we are told they have arrived in Makureric village, all of you begun to run. Where are you running to? All these big people used to evacuate. Nobody will benefit from instability.”
Still in lakes the newly appointed Minister of Law Enforcement says one of his main priorities is to remove youth from conflict lines and place them in the organized forces.  
Samuel Wel Maciek says youth are being used by politicians to raid cattle and attack communities for personal gain.  
Maciek also spoke of improving security along roads leading to and from the state. 

The Northern Bahr el Ghazal state government has launched a technical working group tasked with responding to shocks and emergencies in the state. 

Members of the Early Warning Technical Working Group are attending a two-day training aimed at strengthening their ability to respond to disasters and monitor shocks such as food insecurity.  

Acting Director for Relief and Food Security in the National Relief and Rehabilitation Commission, Kong Tut launched the training and commended the World Food Programme for supporting the programme. 

Acting Caretaker Governor Salva Chol Ayat says the training will provide vital information and skills necessary to avert and reduce the impact of disasters.  

Salva Chol Ayat: “For us as government, we are pleased because we have been trying to grab this information through our communities and the institutions which are here like RRC and then our partners but we used to do it with difficulties because there was no proper information and there was no group responsible for this duty. By training these people, tomorrow the state will have a very organized team which can facilitate the work of the government by bringing us the information we need at time such that the decision is taken for the benefit of all the communities of the state.”

A similar early response working group was launched at national level in Juba last year. 

And elsewhere, Gambian President Yahya Jammeh has pardoned all prisoners charged with treason from 1994 to 2013.  

In an address to mark his 21st anniversary in power, President Jammeh did not specify the number of people included in the pardon, but it could include dozens involved in coup plots in 2006 and 2009. 

The amnesty however does not include those who tried to unseat him in a failed coup last December.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· Government delegation travels to Addis Ababa to receive draft compromise peace deal 

· Ten-man committee constituted to probe Mundari-SPLA clashes 

· Clean water projects targets 300,000 Juba residents   

Radio Miraya news.
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