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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:
· IGAD mediators set 5 August as date for resumption of talks 

· Juba International airport to suspend weekend operations 

· Central Equatoria launches new traffic laws  
The next round of talks between government and opposition delegations is set to begin in two weeks.  

IGAD mediators have released a statement, notifying both parties that the negotiations under the IGAD-plus framework will be held from the 5th of August in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  

Both delegations will tomorrow, receive a proposed compromise deal from the mediators. 
The teams will deliberate the draft document before traveling back to Addis Ababa for further consultations in August.  
IGAD has set August 17th as the day for the signing of a final peace agreement.  
Juba International Airport is suspending weekend operations, to enable construction work at the airport to proceed unhindered.  

Starting August 22nd flights will not be allowed to land or take off on Saturdays and Sundays.  

The undersecretary in the Ministry of transport, roads and bridges Captain David Martin Hassan says normal operations will resume in April next year.  

David Hassan: “We shall close on the 22nd of August effectively every Saturday and Sundays and shall continue from August till April 2016, nearly 7 months, and these months will give us enough time for them to push up the work so that we can finish in a reasonable time if God wish till July next year maybe, before September the Airport will be opened Officially. I have not seen any challenge; it will not affect the movement of the people, on those two days no planes will land or take off and this is known all over the world.”

The rehabilitation work at the airport is being undertaken by the China Harbour Engineering Company, which was contracted by the government at a cost of 150 million US dollars.  

The company’s Deputy Manager of Business affairs, Song Yi says the new schedule will enable them complete the project in time.  

Song Yi: “If the government can provide us with two conservative days like the Saturday and Sundays non-stop we will be able to finish the airport on time and we have already stored enough materials for the construction, and one more I have to say is the payment for us the interim payments, if the payment for us is guaranteed we have no problems for the completion of the airport.t”

The airport renovations were relaunched in July last year and are expected to be completed within 30 months.  

President Salva Kiir joined the National Legislature today to mourn the late Dr. Peter Nyot Kok, who passed away in Germany last month from an undisclosed illness.  

Nyot Kok served as Minister of higher education in the government of national unity in Khartoum and was also on the negotiating team for the Comprehensive Peace Agreement. 

Addressing mourners in Parliament, President Kiir said achieving peace and reconciliation would be a fitting tribute to the late Nyot Kok.

President Kiir: “If we among ourselves leave our differences and work for the building of our Nation then we would have paid a real respect to our heroes who gone before us like those of Dr. Peter and So let us not only recall the words of the heroes which they left behind. Let us remember them in what they were saying and what they doing and let us be exemplary to do all what those people wanted us to do.”

The body of the late Peter Nyot Kok will be flown to his home in Rumbek tomorrow for burial.  

The Japanese Government has allocated 40 million US dollars to finance of a clean water project in Juba. 

The project aims to expand the capacity of water treatment and increase distribution of clean water to more than 300,000 people in the national capital. 

Japan’s ambassador to South Sudan, Kiya Masahiko, says construction of water stations has begun and work is expected to be completed within two years. 

Ambassador Masahiko says the embassy is about to sign an ‘exchange of note’ with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to formalize the project. 

Kiya Masahiko: “This exchange of note is to supplement the cost which was incurred due to the delay cause by political crisis. In any case, the work will steady make progress and by quarter 2017, that is in about two years the Juba residents will be blessed with clean safe water. There will be eight water tanker stations and 120 public water taps connected to the water purification plan and water reservoir for that system to be in place in two years.”

Elders from the Jieng and Mundari groups are calling for calm as investigations are conducted into recent clashes between Mundari youth and SPLA.  

At least 10 people were killed in a confrontation between a group of Mundari and SPLA in Kuda last week. 

The Jieng and Mundari council of elders on Wednesday constituted a ten man committee to dialogue with top SPLA commanders over the incident.  

Wani Buyu, the deputy chairperson of the Mundari council of elders is calling for restraint as the government investigates the root causes of the clashes.

Wani Buyu: “We are concerned with the situation that has actually taken place and we are appealing that people should be calm. We are appealing for unity and harmony among the South Sudanese people. We are appealing that the situation should be calm to allow that government to investigate what happened. We also feel the loss of the lives that have lost from the two sides. We pass our condolence to the families of the aggrieved. We are sorry for what has happened. We appeal to the families to accept our condolences.”

The Central Equatoria State traffic department has launched a set of new traffic laws. 

The laws issued by state authorities and approved by the State assembly, come into force today (Thursday).  

Emmanuel Doku, a traffic official with Juba City Council, says the new regulations put in place large fines and prison sentences for several offences, including motorists who do not respect city traffic lights. 

Still in Central Equatoria, the state government is organizing a tripartite conference to address conflicts and issues of cattle rustling between the people of Terekeka and their neighbours.  

The three governors of Central Equatoria, Lakes and Jonglei State will attend the two day meeting scheduled for early August.  

The chairperson of the organizing committee, Joseph Kulang John, says participants will be drawn from all the three states.   

Kulang John: “The conference is going to draw about 50 people from each of the four counties – that is the counties that are neighbouring Terekeka that is Bor in Jonglei State, and then Awerial and Yirol West in Lakes State. The main purpose of this conference is to address the root causes of the conflicts that are always happening between their neighbouring counties which are associated with cattle raiding and cattle wrestling and cattle theft.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The government has described as ‘biased’ a new report that accuses the SPLA of human rights violations.  

Quoted in sections of the media, Army Spokesperson Col. Phillip Aguer dismissed the report, saying it is not representative and further calling for an investigation. 

The report by Human Rights Watch says government forces carried out gruesome killings and widespread rape of civilians during operations against opposition forces in Unity State between April and June this year. 

Human Rights Watch researcher on South Sudan, Skye Wheeler told Radio Miraya that the report calls on the UN Security Council to expand targeted sanctions on commanders and others responsible for what it describes as ‘serious crimes’.

Skye Wheeler: “We also want to see the UN Security Council come out with more sanctions against commanders who were responsible for some of these abuses and also for a lasting arms embargo to be put in place on the government and opposition forces because they have committed very serious war crimes and other violations during these conflicts.”

As authorities in Lakes state continue to find ways of addressing the perpetual inter-communal violence in the state, the State Ministry of Education has been directed to dismiss any student found to be involved in the violence.  

Caretaker Governor, Matur Chut Dhuol says the dismissal should be followed by an investigation and prosecution, where necessary.  

Chut Dhuol has also noted the misuse of mobile phones to instigate violence.

Matur Chut: “Even our people who are fighting here, the fighting you are hear… It is a fighting here. There are those who rung the telephone that you are going to be attacked, please you will be attacked. For example like the recent  fight, they told Kuei and Pakam that Ruop is coming and then they told Ruop that Kuei is coming until the fighting occurred and this is telephone propaganda from you here. How are you benefiting from this and when we are told they have arrived in Makureric village, all of you begun to run. Where are you running to? All these big people used to evacuate. Nobody will benefit from instability.”

Academics from Bahr el Ghazal University in Wau, are meeting with local communities to discuss the impact of inter-communal conflicts on national politics. 

The two-day forum has attracted youth, women, chiefs, NGO representatives and politicians. 

State Education Minister of Western Bahr el Ghazal, Adil Athanasio says the information shared at the conference will be compiled and presented to the national government and development partners.  

Adil Athanasio: “The inter-communal conflict and its impact… I think the theme is very good particularly at this time, we know the instability in South Sudan, and sometimes people talk of the problem just to solve the problem without curing the root cause of the problem, or what is the role of educated people in instigating some of the fight, as people say the whole thing is being cooked in Juba and the field work is the sites and cattle camps. That is where the role of academicians comes in order to dig what is behind.”
And elsewhere, at least 18 people drowned when a small boat collided with a barge and capsized on the River Nile in Egypt.  

Family and friends of a young couple had hired the boat for an engagement party and were sailing north of Cairo when it was hit. It is not clear if the couple were among the casualties. 

The collision occurred near Giza, across the river from Cairo.  

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· IGAD mediators set 5 August as date for resumption of talks 

· Juba International airport to suspend weekend operations 

· Central Equatoria launches new traffic laws  

Radio Miraya news.
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