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Good afternoon it’s 1 o’clock I’m David Lukan  
The Headlines:
· IGAD special envoys praise draft compromise agreement as reflecting ‘the will of the people’
· Juba International airport to suspend weekend operations 

· Community based organization struggles to rescue vulnerable children in Wau 
IGAD envoys say a proposed compromise agreement to end the conflict reflects the will and desires of the people of South Sudan.  
Government delegations are currently in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia to receive the draft agreement that has been developed by the mediators under the IGAD-plus framework.  
IGAD chief of staff, Abdeta Beyene says the document was developed through concerted efforts.
Abdeta Beyene: “The proposed compromise agreement has been developed through extensive negotiations by the South Sudanese stakeholders since the IGAD mediated negotiations begun in January 2014.  It reflects the ideas, interests and concerns of the South Sudanese parties and stakeholders.  It responds to the demands of the South Sudanese people for an inclusive transitional government of national unity that would reform the security sector and economic governance, address justice and reconciliation and finalize a permanent constitution before leading the country to elections.”
Chairperson of IGAD Special Envoys for South Sudan cautions that the proposals should be looked at as a comprehensive package and not only a power sharing arrangement.  

Seyoum Mesfin: “Let’s not focus on the distribution of power sharing and so on- because it is fully sending a wrong message. What we are doing here is a comprehensive agreement that addresses all the problems in South Sudan that led to this crisis; the governance management, the economy’s management, inclusivity in governance, and the security sector etc, it is complex. The power sharing ratio and arrangement in the government is only one part.”

The teams will deliberate the draft document before traveling back to Addis Ababa for the next round of talks scheduled for the 5th of August, ahead of a final agreement expected on the 17th.  

Meanwhile, civil society is gathering views from the public on a proposed compromise deal.  
The Community Empowerment for Progress Organisation (CEPO) is seeking opinions on proposed power sharing arrangements and other areas of contention. 
CEPO Executive Director Edmund Yakani says they are interested to know the views of academics, political parties and the general population across the country.  

Edmund Yakani: “We are collecting public opinion specifically on areas of compromise and accommodation that either any side of the negotiation should make. What do we mean? If you talk of power sharing, what do we think as citizen of South Sudan can the government make compromise and accommodation in relation to the road map? What can SPLM in opposition make in regards to the road map and if you came to the decision threshold what can government make as compromise and accommodation what can SPLM in opposition make as compromise and accommodation?”

In other news, Edmond Yakani, is urging the government to rehabilitate roads in Juba.  

Yakani mentions routes near the human rights commission in Tongping, around Jebel Market and the stretch from St Kizito towards Libya market. 
Yakani says fixing the roads would ease movement and improve the image of the city as a National Capital. 

Edmond Yakani: “We are calling upon anybody who is responsible for such roads ,if such roads falls within  the leadership of the city we need the city to take it seriously ,if it falls within the mandated of the state let the state take it serious and if it is with the mandate of the national let the national take it because there is a clash of a or there is a dual system within Juba as a town with the leadership of the city ,the state and the national but we are calling upon the government authorities at whatever capacity they are at whatever level to fix for us this road including some pots holes in main roads .I would like to appreciate them for using tarmac ,for using cement for fixing  some of the pot holes.” 

The visiting UN Humanitarian Chief has spoken of the devastating effect of the war on the people of South Sudan.  

Stephen O’Brien visited the Protection of Civilian site 3 in Juba, where up to 20,000 people are seeking safety. While there, he met with a group of women who shared stories of their suffering.  
O’Brien once again reiterated the need for an end to the conflict and stressed the need to protect civilians.

Stephen O’Brien: “The sanctity of life should be paramount and we should be doing everything we can to protect innocent from all the violence that is taking place. Of course the best thing that can happen for everybody in South Sudan is for there to be no more fighting, for there to be a way forward to reconcile the difference not by violence but by dialogue, but in the meantime we have to find a way of protecting the innocent civilians and there are so many women and children, young boys, elderly and the disabled and all of them are vulnerable. That is why these camps and places of safety are so important.”

The Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs is on a four-day trip to South Sudan.  While here he will meet with government officials and travel to meet with communities worst affected by the crisis. 

Juba International Airport is suspending weekend operations, to enable construction work at the airport to proceed unhindered.  

Starting August 22nd flights will not be allowed to land or take off on Saturdays and Sundays.  

The undersecretary in the Ministry of transport, roads and bridges Captain David Martin Hassan says normal operations will resume in April next year.  

David Hassan: “We shall close on 22 August effectively every Saturday and Sundays and shall continue from August till April 2016, nearly 7 months, and these months will give us enough time for them to push up the work so that we can finish in a reasonable time if God wish till July next year maybe, before September the Airport will be opened Officially. I have not seen any challenge; it will not affect the movement of the people, on those two days no planes will land or take off and this is known all over the world.”

The rehabilitation work at the airport is being undertaken by the China Harbour Engineering Company, which was contracted by the government at a cost of 150 million US dollars.  

The company’s Deputy Manager of Business affairs, Song Yi says the new schedule will enable them complete the project in time.  

Song Yi: “if the government can provide us with two conservative days like the Saturday and Sundays nonstop we will be able to finish the airport on time and we have already stored enough materials for the construction, and one more I have to say is the payment for us the interim payments, if the payment for us is guaranteed we have no problems for the completion of the airport.”

The airport renovations were relaunched in July last year and are expected to be completed within 30 months.  

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
A community based organisation in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal is struggling to provide vulnerable children with academic and vocational skills.  

The ‘vulnerable children organization’ was founded last year, and is sheltering orphans and street children up to the age of 15 years.  

The organisation’s chairperson, Coleta Aku Satro, says the challenge remains securing finances to help the needy children.  

Coleta Aku Satro: “We are depending on self-reliance, since we have got women who are doing some home economic activities meeting, then from this small income generating, these women can manage to keep their children who are loitering about within the area or within the town, and we see that there is a need to bring these children out to find a location, to find a vocational training for them, skills which can make them useful for the community.” 

The Unity State government has requested the UN Mission (UNMISS) to consider creating a platform between the population at the UN protection of civilian site and the state government. 

Deputy Governor Mabek Lang said such a forum would promote peace and build trust between the civil population and the state authorities. 

Mabek Lang made the appeal during a meeting with the UNMISS State Coordinator in Bentiu.  

Mabek Lang: “So we need actually to have a forum where we can brainstorm our minds and inform them that those in tendencies have been left and outdate. We want to accelerate your report on this so that there will interaction throughout, there will be dialogue in order to create peace among ourselves until the big peace or general peace comes. But let us have our own peace; this is one of my requests to you”

UNMISS State Coordinator Mary Cummins said the mission will continue to play its role to ensure the protection of civilians. She said the meeting was fruitful in explaining the mandate of the mission.  

Mary Cummins: “We are using the opportunity to meet with our senior managers to explain the mandate of UN Mission here in South Sudan and I am happy to say that I had a discussion with the government ministers and advisors I think now we are all in same page and we are all working toward the same objective which is assist the people of Unity state to try and do what we can to make life better for the people in Unity State.”

The meeting comes a few days after the state government announced and thereafter reversed a decision to expel the UNMISS Coordinator in Unity State, following the release of a report by the mission, pinning the SPLA for human rights atrocities.  
Elsewhere, a potential vaccine for malaria has been cleared in a major step that could see the drug licensed by the end of this year. 
Mosquirix, otherwise known as the RTS,S vaccine has been declared safe and effective by the European Medicines Agency.  
Developed by drug manufacturers GlaxoSmithKline, the drug has shown effectiveness among children aged five to 17 months. 
The World Health Organisation will decide in October, whether the vaccine should be deployed. If approved, it would be the world’s first malaria vaccine

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· IGAD special envoys praise draft compromise agreement as reflecting ‘the will of the people’

· Juba International airport to suspend weekend operations 

· Community based organization struggles to rescue vulnerable children in Wau 
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