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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:
· Government questions power-sharing and accountability arrangements in proposed compromise deal 
· African Union releases long awaited report on alleged human rights atrocities 
· UN Humanitarian Chief calls for aid access in conflict areas
Government and Opposition delegations have received the full text of a new proposal for peace.  

Delegations will study the document presented by IGAD mediators for the next two weeks, before returning to Addis 

Ababa for the next round of talks scheduled to resume on 5th August.  

More in this report with Sani Martin 

Sani Martin: “The 77-page document drafted under the IGAD-plus framework covers arrangements for a transitional government, national elections, security arrangements and a broad development agenda. It provides for the creation of a Transitional Government of National Unity to last 30 months. The power sharing ratio in the government of national unity gives the ruling party majority 53% stake in the government, with 33% going to the SPLM-IO, former detainees take 7%, and other political parties share the remaining 7%. The IO will take a majority power-sharing ratio in the conflict affected States of Jonglei, Unity and Upper Nile. It provides for the established of the office of the First Vice President, to be selected by the SPLM/A-IO, while the incumbent Vice President shall serve for the Transition Period. On security, government and opposition forces will be unified under a single command within eighteen months of signing the agreement. Also, the government and the SPLM/A-IO shall declare a Permanent Ceasefire, which shall enter into force 72 hours upon the signing of this Agreement. A Joint Mechanism referred to as the Temporary National Architecture shall be created to oversee its implementation. In addition, the National Capital, Juba, shall be demilitarized within 90 days from the signing of this Agreement in order to create conducive conditions for the formation of the transitional government and the return of the SPLM/A-IO and former detainees to Juba. On elections, the President, with the agreement of the First Vice President has seven months from the signing to reconstitute a competent and impartial National Elections Commission. The government must also allow for the delivery of humanitarian assistance and smooth operation of state governments. The transitional government in collaboration and support of international partners shall establish a Special Fund for Reconstruction within the first month of the Transition, to be jointly administered. The agreement states that the wealth of South Sudan shall be shared equitably. I am Sani Martin for Radio Miraya News.”
The proposal also calls for the establishment of an independent war crimes court. 
The hybrid court will be set up in collaboration with the African Union and the United Nations, to try possible genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. 
Speaking on Radio Miraya this morning, the President’s spokesperson, Ateny Wek Ateny said he was skeptical about the court. Ateny also spoke against proposals to give the opposition majority power stake in Upper Nile. 

Ateny Wek Ateny: “Upper Nile is an oil producing region and by giving it a special status, certain people may come up and later on ask for self-determination. This is how the issue of South Sudan started. This is not something the people of Greater Nile want, and it is to be dropped. Another problem is the issue of forming the hybrid court in South Sudan. The problem is the judges are going to come from the African union and they will be ignorant of the laws of South Sudan and they will try to judge people based on assumptions.”
Representatives from the IGAD-plus framework which includes IGAD member states, the African Union, China, the United Nations and TROIKA states were present at the presentation ceremony.  
Haile Merkorios, the UN Special Envoy for Sudan and South Sudan said the international community is losing patience.  
Haile Merkorios: “The international community is becoming increasingly frustrated by the continuing war, by the unwillingness of the warring parties to make compromises. Because of the war, humanitarian assistance cannot reach many IDPs who need it. Personnel of the UN and humanitarian partners risk their lives daily to save the lives of South Sudanese. It is time to stop the constant haggling over one proposal after another while the death of South Sudanese continues.”

China’s Ambassador to Ethiopia, La Yifan, called on both parties to make compromises in the interest of peace. 

La Yifan: “19 months of killing, maiming and slaughter is enough. You may not be satisfied with the draft document present by the IGAD mediation team, but if you are equally not satisfied, it means probably it is a fair deal and we call upon the parties concerned that you should lay down your arms.”

US President Barack Obama on Saturday also called for an end to the 19-month-old civil war in South Sudan.  
In a joint press conference with his host President Uhuru Kenyatta, President Obama urged the warring leaders "put their country first".  

Barack Obama: “The terrible conflict in South Sudan has taken so many lives and has caused unbearable suffering for the South Sudanese people. The situation is dire. We agree that the best way to stop the fighting is for South Sudanese leaders to put their country first with a peace agreement that ends the fighting."
You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The African Union Peace and Security Council has released the long awaited report on alleged human rights atrocities committed during the conflict.  

Details of the report have not been made public; the council has directed that copies be availed to South Sudanese stakeholders, the UN Security Council and other AU partners.  

The Council has also called for the establishment of an ad hoc sub-committee to consider the report and make recommendations on the way forward by the third week of August.  

The committee comprises representatives from Algeria, Chad, Ethiopia, Nigeria, South Africa, Tanzania and Uganda.  

The report was drawn out by a committee headed by former Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo.  
The document has been ready since late last year but African leaders resolved to defer its release, to allow for the peace process to continue.

The government and opposition have been told to immediately grant humanitarian access in the conflict areas.  

While concluding a four-day visit to South Sudan, UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Stephen O’Brien said he was deeply shocked at the killing and harassment of aid workers in South Sudan. 

He said up to 27 humanitarian workers have been killed and dozens are uncounted for.

Stephen O’ Brien: “I am also deeply shocked and saddened that aid workers are being harassed, targeted and killed. 27 of our colleagues have lost their lives and many more are missing and are unaccounted for. This must stop and it is unacceptable. I call on all parties to uphold their obligation to comply with the principal of international humanitarian laws and ensure safe passage of humanitarian assistance. We need rapid and unhindered access to provide assistant to conflict affected communities by the most efficient means possible be it air, road or river.”

Members of the Cuiebet community in Lakes State held a meeting over the weekend to address the numerous killings along the Cuiebet –Rumbek road. 

Up to 64 people have been reported killed along the route; the latest incident was on Saturday where a traveler was ambushed as he was heading to Rumbek Center. 

Local leaders, chiefs, legislators, youth and community members came up with a set of 5 resolutions to try and curb the insecurity.  

Daniel Chol Nok, Chairperson of Cueibet Community read out the resolutions.  

Chol Nok: “One, we have condemned the ongoing killing along that road from Rumbek to Cueibet. Two we have requested the State government to deploy more forces along that road. Three - we need to conduct a series of meetings with people of Rumbek center, most especially youth, elders, chiefs, MPs from both sides of Cueibet and Rumbek Center respectively.  Four we need these culprits to be brought to book. Five, we request the commissioners of Cuiebet county and Rumbek to help us with the peace process.”

In regional news, US President Barack Obama is now in Ethiopia on the second leg of his African tour.

Obama is due to hold talks with government officials and discuss the civil war in South Sudan with regional leaders.

President Obama will also be the first US president to address the 54-member African Union at its headquarters in Addis Ababa on Tuesday.

Mr. Obama flew to Ethiopia after a two-day visit to Kenya. 
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· Government questions power-sharing and accountability arrangements in proposed compromise deal 

· African Union releases long awaited report on alleged human rights atrocities 

· UN Humanitarian Chief calls for aid access in conflict areas

Radio Miraya news.
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