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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:
· US President Barak Obama says South Sudan needs urgent attention
· TROIKA nations warn of regional consequences of the conflict 
· MP highlights grave suffering of IDPs in Mundri West County 
U.S President Barak Obama says the world cannot wait long to address the deteriorating situation in South Sudan.  

Addressing a Press conference in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia this afternoon, Obama said the humanitarian situation is deteriorating and the conditions are getting "much, worse." The US President said the parties to the conflict have until now proven to be "very stubborn." 

Obama is scheduled to hold talks with regional leaders on affairs in South Sudan later today - to consider further steps if the two sides fail to reach a deal to end the conflict by an Aug. 17 deadline.

The TROIKA nations of the United States, Norway and the United Kingdom have warned of the wider consequences of the conflict. 

The warning was sounded by TROIKA representative Donald Booth, the US Special Envoys for Sudan and South Sudan.

Booth made the comments as the parties received copies of the proposed compromise deal from mediators in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  

Donald Booth: “As the violence drags on, it threatens to destabilize the wider region, this situation we all find unacceptable.  We believe the proposed agreement offers the best way to peace for South Sudan.  Through the compromises included in this text, peace is within reach.  United with IGAD plus we stand determined to end the conflict in South Sudan.”

The UN Special Envoy for Sudan and South Sudan, Haile Menkerios, said the international community is losing patience.  

Haile Menkerios: “The international community is becoming increasingly frustrated by the continuing war, by the unwillingness of the warring parties to make compromises. Because of the war, humanitarian assistance cannot reach many IDPs who need it. Personnel of the UN and humanitarian partners risk their lives daily to save the lives of South Sudanese. It is time to stop the constant haggling over one proposal after another while the death of South Sudanese continues.”

Meanwhile the President’s spokesperson has highlighted contentious sections within the deal. 
Speaking to Radio Miraya this morning, Ateny Wek Ateny took issue with clauses to do with, power-sharing arrangements, security and proposed accountability for war crimes.  
Ateny questions the proposal to introduce the position of first Vice President, which he says was rejected in an earlier proposal. 
He highlighted proposals to establish an independent war crimes court, set up in collaboration with the African Union and the United Nations, to try possible genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. 
Ateny also spoke against proposals to give the opposition majority power stake in Upper Nile. 

Ateny Wek Ateny: “Upper Nile is an oil producing region and by giving it a special status, certain people may come up and later on ask for self-determination, this is how the issue of South Sudan started. This is not something the people of Greater Nile want, and it is to be dropped. Another problem is the issue of forming the hybrid court in South Sudan, the problem is the judges are going to come from the African union and they will be ignorant of the laws of South Sudan and they will try to judge people based on assumptions.”

The 77-page compromise deal presented to both government and opposition delegations on Friday, gives the ruling party a 53 percent majority stake in the transitional government of national unity.  

Both sides are to declare an immediate ceasefire and the National Capital, Juba, shall be demilitarized in order to create conducive conditions for the formation of the transitional government and the return of the SPLM/A-IO and former detainees to Juba. 

On elections, the President, with the agreement of the First Vice President have seven months from the signing - to reconstitute a competent and impartial National Elections Commission. 
You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Scrutiny of the 2015-2016 draft budget proposals is still ongoing. 

Chairperson of the Information Committee in the National Parliament, Thomas Wani Kundu, says the assembly’s committees and technocrats from the ministry of finance are reviewing the proposed expenditures. 

Kundu says the assembly is also waiting for clarification from the finance ministry on past and forecasted outflows.  

The resource envelope of more than 10 million pounds was presented to national legislature last month and was expected to return to parliament for its second reading last week.  Kundu says the delays are expected.  

Thomas Wani Kundu: “To my surprise, budgets in other countries take three months. When we were in Khartoum, the budget used to be tabled in November and passed towards end of December. So the budget normally takes time so that we get information from public, we see reactions from the people, the implementing agencies so that we can come out with a good budget. So the longer it delays the better so that we can scrutinize and improved it. We are not waiting for the report it is we scrutinizing it at the level of the sectors as we are talking now the committees are working, the sectors are working and soon we shall compile it and present to the plenary.”
A Member of Parliament from Mundri in Western Equatoria as expressed concern over the humanitarian situation of displaced populations in Mundri West County. 

Karamati Mary describes their condition as miserable, further saying they are in need of food and other assistance. Scores of people fled their homes last month, during clashes between the SPLA and the local population. 

Karamati says people who live in areas near the military barracks, fear to return to their homes.  

Karamati Mary: “The condition on the ground is very miserable to see because right up  in the beginning I was here, during the starting of the conflict and up to now I am still here and all what I have seen in Mundri is very mysterious which is not supposed to happen for the citizens.”

The MP through her SANU party donated clothing to about 100 displaced persons. 

A campaign against obstetric fistula in Greater Bahr el Ghazal is continuing in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal. 

Since Friday, surgical teams have conducted surgeries on 12 cases at Wau teaching hospital, as part of a one-month campaign organized by the National Ministry of health with support from the United Nations Population Fund – UNFPA. 

Patients are being transported from as far as Northern Bahr el Ghazal to Wau.  The hospital’s Director General, Bakhit Mawien says more than 50 cases are awaiting surgery. 

Bakhit Mawien: “We have received 56 six cases from Western Bahr el Ghazal and neighboring states. Most of them have been diagnosed and we have started surgery. On Friday and Saturday, we have done twelve cases. Currently, we cannot say the operation is successful only after 14 days, because obstetric fistula is among the biggest problems South Sudan is facing; about 60,000 are suffering from Obstetric Fistula. So we in this period are trying to do 150 surgeries. We are still waiting for patients from other areas as we have a problem of transport during rainy season.”
Fistula is a condition in which a hole develops between the birth canal and the bladder or rectum, causing prolonged obstructed labor.

And in sports, the National football team is expected to start preparations ahead of their 2018 world cup qualifier matches.  
The Black star was drawn in round one to face Mauritania in their opening game in October.  Round one features the lowest 26 ranked countries on the continent in FIFA's July rankings. 
The winners of those ties advance to round two where they will join the remaining 27 highest-ranked teams. 
Fifty-three African countries were in the draw, with only Zimbabwe missing following their expulsion by FIFA for failing to pay a former coach.  
Africa has been allocated five spots in the finals, which will be played in Russia from 14 June to 15 July 2018.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· US President Barak Obama says South Sudan needs urgent attention

· TROIKA nations warn of regional consequences of the conflict 

· MP highlights grave suffering of IDPs in Mundri West County 
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