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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:
· US President and regional leaders discuss possible sanctions and intervention force for South Sudan 
· Opposition to convene in Pagak to review peace compromise proposals 
· World commemorates World Hepatitis Day 
U.S President Barak Obama has warned of further international pressure to end the conflict if government and opposition delegations do not reach a peace deal by August 17. 

President Obama met with regional leaders from Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda and the African Union in Addis Ababa-Ethiopia on Monday, to discuss the crisis in South Sudan. 

The leaders discussed sanctions on intransigent parties and individuals as well as a regional intervention force if an agreement is not reached by August 17th, a deadline set by IGAD mediators. 
Obama says the world cannot wait long to address the deteriorating situation. 

He said the humanitarian situation is deteriorating and the conditions are getting "much, worse" and the parties to the conflict have until now proven to be "very stubborn." 

President Obama is due to address the African Union later today, on the last day of his regional trip. 

The TROIKA nations of the United States, Norway and the United Kingdom have warned of the wider consequences of the ongoing conflict. 

The warning was sounded by TROIKA representative Donald Booth, the US Special Envoys for Sudan and South Sudan.

Donald Booth: “As the violence drags on, it threatens to destabilize the wider region, this situation we all find unacceptable.  We believe the proposed agreement offers the best way to peace for South Sudan.  Through the compromises included in this text, peace is within reach.  United with IGAD plus we stand determined to end the conflict in South Sudan.”

The head of faith based groups represented at the peace negotiations has described the proposed compromise deal presented by IGAD mediators as a ‘working document; to achieve peace. 

Bishop Enoch Tombe told Radio Miraya that he has received the document and has forwarded copies to the Muslim council and the Council Churches. 

Bishop Tombe says the document is a road map for peace. 

Bishop Tombe: “Each stakeholder is free to say what they want, but what I want to say is that I am sure the head of churches, religious leaders will meet. Those of us who have been following this peace talks since last year, we feel that there is document now – a working paper – to be used to achieve peace. You cannot expect IGAD to know everything. It is us who can decide for example how to create our national army. They have proposed the unification of the army, so how do you do you unify these forces, the one of the government, the one of Riek and others who are hanging around. The idea is acceptable but how do you do it? This is the homework that we have to do it by ourselves.”    

The leader of the opposition negotiating team, Taban Deng Gai says his team will call a conference in Pagak to discuss the IGAD compromise peace proposals. 

Deng Gai says the issues are complex and will require time to be addressed.

Deng Gai: “We have received it. We are going to Pagak and will call our leadership so that we deliberate it so we can make our opinion public about the document. The issues are not simple; they are complex and complicated and need time to be addressed. What I can confirm to you is that by 5 August we will be available at the table to continue negotiations. What we want is a settlement that will not bring back the crisis. We want to settle once and for all so that the country can develop and progress with lasting peace.”
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Today the world commemorates World Hepatitis day. 
In South Sudan, the Ministry of Health and the World Health Organization (WHO) are reporting the growing threat of the disease in specific parts of the country. 

Dr. Moses Mutebi, Head of the HIV/AIDS programme in the WHO, highlights increased cases in Maban, Bentiu and Mingkaman.
Moses Mutebi: “What has been of great concern has been Hepatitis E among refugee settlements and internally displaced persons (IDP) camps especially IDP camps in Greater Upper Nile, Maban and Mingkaman. For example in Maban we know that about 1,203 have been affected with Hepatitis E virus with 28 deaths contributing to a case fatality about 2.3% and also in other places we have seen that cumulatively in Rubkona and Awerial we have about 106 who have been affected with Hepatitis E.” 

Thomas Ujiga, the Director Epidemic Preparedness and Response, in the Ministry of Health, details the causes of the disease. 

Thomas Ujiga: “Basically it is poor hygiene, poor sanitary facilities and inadequate water supplies. So when you have contaminated food and drink, this commonly can sucept you to Hepatitis A and E, if you have a blood transfusion or you go through a procedure and you come into blood contacts even through sex you can be predisposed to the other kinds of Hepatitis B, C and E.”

Hepatitis occurs in the strains A, B, C, D, and E. 
Viral hepatitis is a medical condition defined by the inflammation of the liver and kills close to 1.4 million people globally every year. 
Symptoms of acute viral hepatitis include fatigue, flu-like symptoms, dark urine, light-colored stools, fever, and jaundice.

The review process of the 2015-2016 national budget proposals continues in the National Legislative Assembly.  
Chairperson of the Information Committee in the National Parliament, Thomas Wani Kundu, says the assembly’s committees and technocrats from the ministry of finance are reviewing the proposed expenditures. 

Kundu says the assembly is also waiting for clarification from the finance ministry on past and forecasted outflows.  

The resource envelope of more than 10 million pounds was presented to national legislature last month and was expected to return to parliament for its second reading last week.  Kundu says the delays are expected.  

Thomas Wani Kundu: “To my surprise, budgets in other countries take three months. When we were in Khartoum, the budget used to be tabled in November and passed towards end of December. So the budget normally takes time so that we get information from public, we see reactions from the people, the implementing agencies so that we can come out with a good budget. So the longer it delays the better so that we can scrutinize and improved it. We are not waiting for the report it is we scrutinizing it at the level of the sectors as we are talking now the committees are working, the sectors are working and soon we shall compile it and present to the plenary.”

A one-month campaign against obstetric fistula targeting the Greater Bahr el Ghazal region is continuing in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal state. 

Patients are being transported from as far as Aweil in Northern Bahr el Ghazal to undergo the surgeries at Wau teaching hospital.  

The campaign is organized by the National Ministry of health with support from the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). 

Bakhit Mawien, Director of Wau teaching hospital says more than 50 cases have been registered for surgery. 

Bakhit Mawien: “We have received 56 six cases from Western Bahr el Ghazal and neighboring states. Most of them have been diagnosed and we have started surgery. On Friday and Saturday, we have done twelve cases. Currently, we cannot say the operation is successful only after 14 days, because obstetric fistula is among the biggest problems South Sudan is facing; about 60,000 are suffering from Obstetric Fistula. So we in this period are trying to do 150 surgeries. We are still waiting for patients from other areas as we have a problem of transport during rainy season.”

Fistula is a condition in which a hole develops between the birth canal and the bladder or rectum, causing prolonged obstructed labor.

In regional news, Burundi's parliament has sat for the first time after President Pierre Nkurunziza won a disputed election last week.

A leading opposition figure of the National Forces for Liberation Party, or FNL party took his seat in the house, although several other parties who boycotted last Tuesday’s vote remain divided over whether to make representation. 

Nkurunziza's decision to seek a third five-year term plunged Burundi into its worst crisis since the country’s last civil war ended in 2005. 

The opposition says Nkurunziza's bid violated the constitution and could spark another conflict.

And, a court in Libya has sentenced the son of former President Muammar Gadafi to death.  

Saif al-Islam and eight others were found guilty of war crimes and suppressing protests during the 2011 uprising. 

Saif al-Islam was not present in court and gave evidence via video link. He is being held by a former rebel group from the town of Zintan that refuses to release him.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· US President and regional leaders discuss possible sanctions and intervention force for South Sudan 

· Opposition to convene in Pagak to review peace compromise proposals 

· World commemorates World Hepatitis Day 
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