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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:
· US President Barack Obama addresses African Union  
· Six killed by trigger happy policeman in Aweil town, Northern Bahr el Ghazal State
· Central Equatoria introduces new law promoting girl child education  
U.S President Barak Obama has addressed the African Union in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  

In his speech, the President spoke of the resilience and the potential of the African continent and its people.  

Obama touched on growing innovations and said the biggest task is for Africa to attract investment and create opportunities for the next generation.  

The US President warned against the extension of Presidential term limits.

Mentioning Burundi, with an indirect caution to other African leaders, Obama said manipulation of national constitutions could lead to instability and strife.  

Barack Obama: “Let me be honest with you, I do not understand this. I am in my second term, I love my work but under our constitution I cannot run again and no one person is above the law, not even the President. When a leader tries to change the rules in the middle of the game just to stay in office, it risks instability and strife as we have seen in Burundi and this is often just a first step on a perilous path. Sometimes you will hear a person say, I am the only person who can hold this nation together – if that is true, then that leader has failed to truly build their nation.”
Obama is the first sitting US President to address the 54-nation grouping.  

Earlier the US President warned of further international pressure to end the conflict if government and opposition delegations do not reach a peace deal by August 17.  President Obama met with regional leaders from Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda and the African Union in Addis Ababa-Ethiopia on Monday, to discuss the crisis in South Sudan.  
The leaders discussed sanctions on intransigent parties and individuals as well as a regional intervention force if an agreement is not reached by August 17th, a deadline set by IGAD mediators. 
Six people have been killed in a shootout in Aweil town, Northern Bahr el Ghazal State. 

A man identified as a policeman shot dead two men yesterday evening in the Maper residential area, and this morning opened fire on a 45 year old woman, an SPLA soldier and his wife. 

State Police Commissioner Major General Akot Deng Akot says the gunman was eventually shot dead by Police.  

Akot says preliminary investigations indicate that the attacker went on the rampage after a domestic argument with his wife.  The Police commissioner says the situation is now calm.   

Akot Deng Akot: “I am telling the people that this person, especially the murderer is not there. We have arrested him by a bullet because a wild person cannot be arrested by hand but by the bullet. So we have arrested him by the bullet at Maper Chuei and now he is in the hospital with all those people whom he killed are in the hospital. For the person that you hear to be still outside does not shoot. He is a person who ran away yesterday and he was the person who used to go with him. He is the one who is said to be on the top of the tree and people are going to bring him out. We have heard about him a while ago and he is not harmful. He is just afraid because his friend has committed a crime and he has no gun that person who is on the top of the tree.”

The Central Equatoria State Ministry of Education has come out with a new law, aimed at promoting education of girls in the state. 
Addressing Journalists today in Juba, state Minister of Education Gambu Wani Latio said the Girl Child Law sets penalties and holds parents and teachers accountable for girl child education. 
Latio says the law will guide both parents and the teachers on ways of improving girl child education in the state.  

Wani Latio: “The essence of that law is to protect the girl child from both the cultural practices such as early marriages of girls so that if a parent is found to give her daughter out in marriage a school age girl, that parent will be liable, it also spells out that teacher who are found defiling school girls will be brought to book because such a teacher would have broken the trust that the ministry of education has bestowed upon him to dispense knowledge to children and also to take care of them both emotional and physical such behaviours is not going to be tolerated.”

The Ministry of Electricity, Dams and Irrigation with partners are discussing a policy document on irrigation that would see irrigation systems introduced in parts of the country. 

Minister Jema Nunu Kumba told journalists the ministry is developing a Master Plan with its partners. 

Nunu Kumba explains that the masterplan would cost 7 billion Pounds and that nearly 30 percent of the land has already been identified.

Jema Nunu: “The total estimate which has been presented here is about 7 billion for all the identified sites that is in the document. We can be saying it is a fixed figure but it will be adjusted as we go. And the potential area for irrigation in the country is about 30 per cent of the total land of the country, so about 10 percent has a very high potential while about 20 per cent has potential.”    

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
A new civic engagement center has been inaugurated in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal.  

The centre will serve as a neutral space where civil society groups meet to access information and share ideas to improve their engagement with the local community. 

The centre comes equipped with free internet access and was built with support of the US government, through its development arm, USAID.   

At the opening, US Ambassador to South Sudan, Mary Catherine Phee said the center should serve as a platform where civil societies engage to represent the needs of the citizens. 

Catherine Phee: “This is exactly the most important time for you to have a center like this. Whether you are an NGO, or a church leader, or a teacher or a government official or an independent citizen, your voice matters. Together you need to discuss the peace agreement and its implementation. You need to debate the content of a new constitution; you need to talk about ethnic and religious diversity and how to balance respecting your difference while remaining united.”
The project is implemented by a consortium that includes Democracy International and the Public International Law and Policy Group. 
The project is operating a similar Civic Engagement Centre in Juba with plans for an additional center in Yambio in, Western Equatoria.

Today the world commemorates World Hepatitis day. 

In South Sudan, the Ministry of Health and the World Health Organization (WHO) are reporting the growing threat of the disease in specific parts of the country. 

Dr. Moses Mutebi, Head of the HIV/AIDS programme in the WHO, highlights increased cases in Maban, Bentiu and Mingkaman.

Moses Mutebi: “What has been of great concern has been Hepatitis E among refugee settlements and internally displaced persons (IDP) camps especially IDP camps in Greater Upper Nile, Maban and Mingkaman. For example in Maban we know that about 1,203 have been affected with Hepatitis E virus with 28 deaths contributing to a case fatality about 2.3% and also in other places we have seen that cumulatively in Rubkona and Awerial we have about 106 who have been affected with Hepatitis E.” 

Thomas Ujiga, the Director Epidemic Preparedness and Response, in the Ministry of Health, details the causes of the disease. 

Thomas Ujiga: “Basically it is poor hygiene, poor sanitary facilities and inadequate water supplies. So when you have contaminated food and drink, this commonly can sucept you to Hepatitis A and E, if you have a blood transfusion or you go through a procedure and you come into blood contacts even through sex you can be predisposed to the other kinds of Hepatitis B, C and E.”

In regional news, Burundi's parliament has sat for the first time after President Pierre Nkurunziza won a disputed election last week.

A leading opposition figure of the National Forces for Liberation Party, or FNL party took his seat in the house, although several other parties who boycotted last Tuesday’s vote remain divided over whether to make representation. 

Nkurunziza's decision to seek a third five-year term plunged Burundi into its worst crisis since the country’s last civil war ended in 2005. 

The opposition says Nkurunziza's bid violated the constitution and could spark another conflict.

And, a court in Libya has sentenced the son of former President Muammar Gaddafi to death.  

Saif al-Islam and eight others were found guilty of war crimes and suppressing protests during the 2011 uprising. 

Saif al-Islam was not present in court and gave evidence via video link. He is being held by a former rebel group from the town of Zintan that refuses to release him.

And in sports, the Executive Board of the International Olympic Committee (IOC) has recommended that South Sudan be granted Olympic recognition. 

This would allow the country to send a team to next year's Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

An IOC spokesperson says the full International Olympic Committee will vote on the recommendation on Sunday.

If formally approved, South Sudan would become the 206th country — the latest after Kosovo — to gain formal Olympic recognition. 

At the 2012 London Olympics, South Sudanese marathon runner Guor Marial competed as an independent athlete under the IOC flag.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· US President Barack Obama addresses African Union  

· Six killed by trigger happy policeman in Aweil town, Northern Bahr el Ghazal State

· Central Equatoria introduces new law promoting girl child education  
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