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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m Suzan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:
· Peace caravan heads to Eastern Equatoria State 

· State governments consult over IGAD peace proposals 

· Kuajok mayor and his deputy dismissed from office  

A group of civil society groups in collaboration with the National Platform for Peace and Reconciliation are launching a peace caravan in Eastern Equatoria State.

The caravan travels to Nimule and Torit this week to engage with communities and carry messages of peace and reconciliation to the grassroots.  

The caravan is one of several activities of the countrywide campaign themed “Reawakening a common call for peace”. 
William Ongoro Peter, National Coordinator for the National Platform for Peace and Reconciliation, stresses the importance of considering public views in the national peace process.  
William Ongoro: “For instance in principle, there is an idea in the IGAD-plus document which talks about reconciliation, reparation and issues to do with transitional justice. I think when we gather voices of the youth, they will help us to critically put some frameworks and polices on how we can look at the document and how the document can address post-conflict issues. On Friday, we will be in Nimule and on Saturday in Torit. We shall go to Jonglei in a month’s time and also we will go to Western Equatoria and other parts of the country.”
The Governor of Warrap State has issued decrees, dismissing the mayor of Kuajok town and his deputy.  

Ajiek Ajiek Majok and Joseph Anei Madoor have been relieved of their duties with immediate effect.  

The outgoing mayor, Ajiek Majok, has been sacked after just five months in office.  

Governor Nyangdeng Malek Dielic has appointed Kerubino Akec Ayok as the new mayor of Kuajok Municipality.

The Unity State government has met to discuss the compromise peace deal proposed by IGAD mediators.  

The state cabinet has raised concerns about a clause that grants the SPLM in the opposition a majority 53 per cent administration stake in Greater Upper Nile. 

State Information Minister Peter Makuoth Malual says the state council of ministers will continue to deliberate the proposals and come out with a position before the end of the week.  

Makuoth Malual: “We agreed that we will have three days, and after three days we will come out with a final decision about that document, but we really reject it as the state government because we feel that there are a lot of loopholes. It will not bring peace to the government, but will divide us. We feel that the 53 per cent for the Greater Upper Nile was not a good percentage and also, if you give that to SPLM/A-IO what about the other states? Is that problem just a problem of Upper Nile or the problem of all South Sudan? That percentage should be applied to all ten states of South Sudan.”

In Eastern Equatoria, Governor Louis Lobong Lojore sat with political parties in the State to review the same proposals. 
During the meeting, the parties took issue with a clause that provides for foreign forces to guard Juba during the transitional period.  
The proposal states that the force will be manned by IGAD, the African Union or the United Nations. The Governor will next meet with the state cabinet and thereafter forward all proposals to the national government. 

Meanwhile, in an interview with Radio Miraya, Governor Lojore responded to reports of a division between him and the state assembly.  
Sections of the media have reported that the legislators are preparing a petition to unseat the Governor.  
Lojore says his relationship with the state MPs is good and instead accuses some Parliamentarians in the National Legislative Assembly and Council of States of working against him.  

Lobong Lojore: “My relationship with the State Legislative Assembly is normal. There are some few MPs – they can be counted – in the National Parliament and the Council of States. These are the people in Juba; these are the very people during election they were not in support of me despite the fact that they are SPLM members. They were campaigning for the independent who failed and the people did not elect their candidate so there is still a hangover of the elections.”
Speaking on the hunger situation in Eastern Equatoria, Governor Lojore appealed for the support of aid organizations.  
Hundreds of people are facing acute hunger in parts of Kapoeta, Chukudum and Magwi counties. 
The Governor blames the situation on poor harvests caused by dry conditions.  

Lobong Lojore: “There is a general dry spell in the whole of the Eastern Equatoria and I belief also other states. The only county that got a little of the harvest is part of Magwi County. The rest of the county, the crops dried up and they are now having problems. Even (those who want) to buy food, (it) is not there because the traders cannot import food from anywhere because of luck of hard currency.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
A gunman has killed six people in Aweil, Northern Bahr el Ghazal state.  

The attacker, identified as a policeman shot dead two men in the Maper residential area on Monday morning and on Tuesday morning opened fire on a 45 year old woman, an SPLA soldier and his wife. 

State Police commissioner, Major General Akot Deng Akot says the gunman was eventually shot and killed by Police.  

Akot says preliminary investigations indicate that the attacker went on the rampage after a domestic argument with his wife.  
The Police commissioner says the situation is now under control.   

Akot Deng Akot: “I am telling the people that this person, especially the murderer is not there. We have arrested him by a bullet because a wild person cannot be arrested by hand but by the bullet. So we have arrested him by the bullet at Maper Chuei and now he is in the hospital with all those people whom he killed are in the hospital. For the person that you hear to be still outside does not shoot. He is a person who ran away yesterday and he was the person who used to go with him. He is the one who is said to be on the top of the tree and people are going to bring him out. We have heard about him a while ago and he is not harmful. He is just afraid because his friend has committed a crime and he has no gun that person who is on the top of the tree.”

Hygiene concerns in the protection-of-civilians bases are mounting as the rainy season sets in.

The spokesperson of the UN Mission in South Sudan, Ariane Quentier says the UN and partners are racing against time to ensure proper drainage systems and distribution of filtered water to control a possible outbreak of epidemics.

Ariane Quentier: “I think more than ever with the rainy season that is kicking in with the rains in Bentiu and now in Juba, hygiene is really important for the people in difficult conditions to try to keep a certain level of hygiene such as using the latrines, not defecating everywhere, washing your hands before you eat, ensuring that children are not playing in stagnant water because that is where you get the disease I think more than ever hygiene is very, very important.” 

The UN Protection of civilian sites is providing shelter to more than 166 thousand internally displaced person, majority of them in Bentiu.

The UN Mission in South Sudan, UNMISS has launched repairs on the Yambio airport, in Western Equatoria State. 

UNMISS has hired a contractor to fix the airport runway, taxi way and apron. Christopher Ismail, the State Director for Civil Aviation says the project worth 320-thousand dollars will take one month to be completed. 

Ismail says in the meantime all aircraft have been directed to use Nzara airfield, about 25 kilometres from Yambio.   
He commended UNMISS for its support.

Christopher Ismail: “Yambio airstrip the runway was in a very bad shape completely that we were even worried so much that the State is going to cut off but they have hired equipment worthy three hundred and twenty thousand US dollars to upgrade the runway, taxiway and apron. This is a major rehabilitation so we could not allow flights to land in Yambio at the same time so State authority decided to close it; all fixed wings are directed to Nzara airstrip which is fifteen miles from town.”  

A new civic engagement center has been inaugurated in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal.  

The centre will serve as a neutral space where civil society groups meet to access information and share ideas to improve their engagement with the local community. 

The centre comes equipped with free internet access and was built with support of the US government, through its development arm, USAID.   

At the opening, US Ambassador to South Sudan, Mary Catherine Phee said the center should serve as a platform where civil societies engage to represent the needs of the citizens. 

Catherine Phee: “This is exactly the most important time for you to have a center like this. Whether you are an NGO, or a church leader, or a teacher or a government official or an independent citizen, your voice matters. Together you need to discuss the peace agreement and its implementation. You need to debate the content of a new constitution; you need to talk about ethnic and religious diversity and how to balance respecting your difference while remaining united.”

The project is implemented by a consortium that includes Democracy International and the Public International Law and Policy Group. 

The project is operating a similar Civic Engagement Centre in Juba with plans for an additional center in Yambio in, Western Equatoria.

And in sports, South Sudan’s Malakia FC has been knocked out of the CECAFA football tournament after losing 2-1 in their quarterfinal game against Kenya’s Gor Mahia FC.  
In other regional matches, Khartoum el-Watani advanced to the semi-finals after a 4-nil defeat over Rwanda’s QPR.  
In today’s matches Kampala City FC face young starts of Tanzania while Al Ahli Shendi of Sudan take on Azam FC of Tanzania.  

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· Peace caravan heads to Eastern Equatoria State 

· State governments consult over IGAD peace proposals 

· Kuajok mayor and his deputy dismissed from office  

Radio Miraya news.
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